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Decision No. R
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMIMISSION OF THE STATE oF CALIFORNIA

Application of the State of California, )

Depaxrtment of Transportation, for an

oxrder autborizing the construction of a

new crossing at grade over the tracks of

the Southerz Pacific Transportation Application No. 58797
Company's Santa Ana (BE) Branch Track at (Filed Aprzl 10, 1979)
approximate Railroad Milepost 515.67 and )

the elimination of existing PUC Crossing

PUC No. BK=515.50 in comnection with the

construction of a new ramp to accommodate

soutnbound . traffic onto State Route 5

from Main Street in the City of Santa Ana

County of Orange. :

OPINION.

-As part of the project to construct a new Broadway'Overcrossmng

and. Interchange modification on the Santa Ana Freeway between O. > mlle
south‘and 0.5 mile nortk of Main Street, the State of‘Callfornla,
Department of Transportation, requests authorxty to construct the
Buffalo Avenuve on~-ramp at grade across the tracks of Southern Pac;fmc

Transportation Company's Santa Ana Branch Line in the City of Sanxa Ana," f,,

Orange County. After completion of the new crossing, the- ex;stlng
Main Street on-razmp crossing will be abandoned and physzcally removed.

The State of California, Deparrment of Transporﬁatlon, ls the

lead agency for this project pursuant to the Callfornla Envmronmental
Qualmty.Act of’l97o as amended, Publlc Resources Code, Sectlon 21000
eq-

After preparation and review or an Envmronmental ImpactzReport,,wp'

the Califorzia Department of‘Transportatlon approved the proaect.H,On.'
December 15, 1972, a Notice of Deternination was filed with the o
Secretary for resources whickh found that "The proaect wzll have a
smgnmrzcant effect on the env:ronment." . \

The Commission is a reeponSLble agency for thms project undmr
CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the . lead agency’ s o

Environmental Inpact Report. The site of the proposed project has‘also
been inspected by the Commzssmon stafr. :
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The Broadway Overcrossing and Intercha.nge mod:.f...cat:.on project{ e
will provide muckh needed additional capacity for vehicles 'co cross the' . S
Santa Ana Freeway in the vicinity of Main Street about one and one—half ’
miles north of the Santa Apa Civie Center. The heavy vehlcular volumes
and traffic congestion through: the neaxrby s:.gnalzzed :.ntersect:.ons and
the restricted capacity of the Main Street Overcrossmg have d:.c*ated
the need for geometric modifications of the mterchange q.rea auo.d
addltlonal widening of Maiz Street, :x.ncludn.ns the Santa A.na. Freeway
Overcrossing. ) o

.An‘cn.cmpated significant env:.ronmental ::.mpacts :.nclude d:.splace--"w”
ment of tenants and owners of 31 pr:.vately owned parcels of land affected
by the project. Removal of dwellings fronting on Broadway w:.ll expose
pre sently shielded homes to noise from the emstzng freeway as well as
to noise mesulting from traffic on: the proposed ramp’ and overc:ros :z.ng.
M:.tmgatn.on measures adopted include the provision, of. relocat:x.on
assi stance to all dn.splaced residents and the cons’cructu.on of sound
varriers to reduce the noise pollution to a level of 70 dBA or less.

Notice of the appl:.catmon was published in the Commn.531o~1 S
Daily Calendar on April 11, 1979. No protests have been rece:.ved.-‘_ A
public hearing is not necessary.
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After consideration, the Comm.ss;.on f:mds-‘
l. Applicant should be author:.zed to: construct the Buffalo
Avenue on-ramp to the Santa Ana Freeway at grade across the tracks of ,
Southern Pacific '.Dransportatlon Company s Santa Ana Branch Line :.n the
City of Santa Ana, Orange County, at the location and substant:.ally as : o
shown by plans attached to the appl;cata.on. to. be 1dent:.i‘:.ed as i
Crossing BK-515.7. . ‘
2. Upon completion of the Buffalo Avenue on—ra.mp c:cossn.ng, and

its opening to vehicular traffic, the existing Main Street on—ramp

crossing, Cross:.ng BK=515. 5, should be abandoned and phys:.cally removed. o

3. Construction of the crossing should be equal or super:. or to
Standard No. 2 of Genmeral Order 72—3.
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4. Clearances should conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways
should conform to Gemeral Order 11S. L |

5. Protection at the cr0551ng.should~be one Standard No._9,'
automatic gate-type signal and one Standard No. 8 flash;ng l;ght
sigral (General Order 75-C). _

6. This project is being constructed w1th the axd of Federal
Funds. S |

7. Construction costs of the crossxng‘und 1nstallatzon costs‘of
the automatic protection should be apport;oned in accordance wmth
applicable Federal Regulat;ons. ' ‘

8. Comstruction cost of the crossing and 1n°tallatlon cost of
the automatic protection should be borne by appllcant.gv

. ha;nxenance of the crossing should be in accordance with
General Order 7243 : ‘ 5

10. Nazntenance costs of the automatlc protectxon should be"
shared equally by applicant and the rallroad pursuant to the provms;ons
of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. ‘

1l. Construct;on.plans of the crossing, approved vy tke Southern
Pacific Trausportatlon Company, together with a copy of. the agreement'
ertered into between the parties 1nvolved, should be fmled wzth the
Commission prior to commencing construction. .

12. Applicant is the lead agency for this project. pursuant to B
the California Envirommental Quality Act of 1970, as amended.

13. The Commission is a responsible agerncy and has 1ndepeudently
evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Envzronmental Impact Report.

14. This project will have a szgnzflcanx effect on the envzron—-

nment: however, the adopted m;t;gatlon measures should adequately
offset the adverse lmpacts.

COXC L USIONXN

On the basis or the forego;ng,rxudzngs, we conclude that .
the application should be granted as set forth in the followmng order;."
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IT IS ORDERED that:

le The State of Cal:.roma., Depar-tment of Transportat:s.on, is
authorized to construct the Buffalo Avenue on-ramp to the Santa Ana
Freéﬁé& at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportatn.on
Company's Santa Ana Branch Line in the C:.ty of Santa Ana, Orange
County, as set forth in the findings of this dec:.s:.on. ‘ 5

2. Witkin thirty days after complet:.on, pursua.nt to this order,
applicant shall so advise the Comm:.sszon in wr:.t:.ng. ‘

This authorization .ahall expire if not exercised w:.th:.n two

years wnless time be extended or if the above conditions are Dot
complied with. Authorization may de revoked or. mod:.i‘:.ed 11‘ publlc
convenience, necess:.ty or safety so Tequire.

The effective date of this order shall be thlrty days ai‘ter
the date hereof: SEP 121979

Dated , at San Francisco',; _Catjlifromiai.' L




