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Decision No. ----

BEFORE TEE J?tJBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF' CALIFORNIA, ' 

Application o~ tbe State or California, ) 
Department ot Transportation" for an l 
order authorizing the construction or a 
new crossing at grade over the tracks of 
the Souther.o. PaCific Transportation 
CO::lpany's Santa Ana (BK) Branch Track at 
apprOximate Railroad Milepost 515.6'2 and 
the elimination o£ existing PUC Crossing 
PUC No. BK~515.50 in connection with the . 
construction of a new ramp to accommodate 
soutAbound:~traftic onto State Routei 5 
from ::1ain Street in the City or Santa Ana 
County or Orange. ' 

OPINION ..... _-----

Application No:. 58797" 
(Filed April' 10, 1979)' 

I, '. 

,As part of the project to construct a new Broadway Overerossing 
and, Interchange modification on the Santa, Ana Freeway betweenO.5,mi'le'. ' 
south~and 0.5 mile north or Main Street, the State of'Ca11fornia, 

, 
Department o£ Transportation, requests authority toco:c:stI,xctthe 
Buftalo Avenue on-ramp at grade across the tX'acks or SouthernPa,cifie 
Transportation Compa:c.y's Santa Ana Branch Line in the City o,f Sant,a-, Ana,: 

Orange Cou:.ty. Atter completion or' the new crossing, the, exi:stmg 
Y..ai::l. Street on",:,r:m.p crossing wi 11 be' abandoned and physically x-emoved.,," 

The State of California, Department or !rra.ns~ort.ation"r is. the' ' 
lead agency tor this project pursuant to the Calitornia Enviro~ent~l' 
Quality Act of 1970, as amended ,Public Resources Cod,e,. S'~ctio:c. 21000;, 
et sec;,. 

: ' 

After :preparation and review or an Environme:c.talImpaet Report.,· 
. ',' .' ~'~. ". 

the Calito:o:.ia Department or Trans:portatioxl; a:pprovedthe project;;.:: • On'. 

December 15, 1978, a Notice otDetemination ,·':.\s' tiled with the 

Secretary tor resources which: found tha.t tIThe proj:ect .. ..1.11 have a 
significant ettect on the enviro:o.ment." - . . 

The Commission is a r~syonsibl"eagene,:fo~ this p~o'ject'lmde:t'" 
CEQA and has independent ly eval~ited' and a.s,sessed the lead a.gencY t~,s; 

. . ' "' .. ' ' ';,',,' ". 

E:c.viro:o:mental Impact Report. The site ot the proposed 'proj'ect:h~s\: also, ; .. ~' 

been inspected by the Commission sta:rt. 
, , , 

. , 
'<\.,,, .'-' ,:' .. 
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The Broadway Overcrossing. and Interchange modii'ication :proj~ect, 
will provide much needed additional capacity for vehicles to' cross the 

, ' ,J," .' 

Santa Ana Freeway in the vicinity of'" Main Street about one and one-hal!'" 
miles. north of the Santa Ana Civic Center. The' heavy vehicular 'voltunes . 
a.:ld trafi'ic congestion through· the nearby . signalized :i.ntersections.:md. 
the :re stricted capacity of the Main Street Overcrossing.llave dictat·ed· 
the need for geometric modifications or the interchange t::rea and· 

I , • , • ' I 

addi~io:nal widening. o:t Ma:i.Ji Street, including. the SantaA:O.a Freeway 
. , 

Overcrossing. 
Anticipated significant environmental impacts include d.i;splace':;' , : 

I:lent of tenants and owners or ,1 privately ow:o.edp~rcels. or landa:!!ected' 
by the :project. Removal or dwellings fronting pn :Sroad~ay will exp¢se' . 
pr~se.nt1y shielded homes to noise from the existing freeway as· we!:l as .' 
to noise resulting from traffic on the proposed ra .. np.a:l,dOvercro.s:~~ng •. 
Mitigation measw:-es adopted include' the ,provision, of' relocation ..--

I .• ' " " , 

assistance to all displaced residents and the construction of "sound 
• . I . ./ 

'barriers to reduce the noise pollution to a level or 70 dBA, or less. ' 
Notice of the application was published in theCoDlmissfon' s 

Daily Calendar on April 11, 1979 •. No protests hav~. bee:C;received~.. A . 
public hearing is not necessary. 

FIND IN G S 

After consideration, the Commission !inds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct the Buffalo 

Avenue on-ramp to the Santa .Ana Freeway at grade across the t~acks o! 
Southem Pacii'ic Transportation Company's Santa Ana Branch. Line in· the 
City of Santa Ana, Orange County~ at the location ruid su'bstantia11yas 
shown by plans attached to the application, to, be identified,las ' 
Crossing BK-515.7. 

2. Upon completion 0:£ the Bu1'!a10 Avenue on-ramp- crossing, and , .. '.' . 

its opening to vehicular tra.r1'ic~ .the. existing Main Street,on~ra:mp-.· 
crossing .. Crossing BK-515.5, should 'be abandoned and physieallj<,removed .. 

~. Construction' of" the crossiug should be equal or- superior', . to: 
Standard No. 2'o! General Order 72-:8:. 
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4. Clearances should conform to General Order 26-D. walkways 

should conform to General Order 118. 
5: Protection at the crossing.. should--oe one Standard No~.9 

, . " . 

automatic gate-type signal and one Standard No.' 8, flashing light 
signal (General Order 75-C). 

6. This project is being constructed with the aid' of : Federal . 
" . , 

Funds; 
7. Construction costs 0:£ the crossing anci 'ins:tallationcos~s of: 

the automatic protection should be apportioned in accord~ce with 
applicable Federal Regulations,. ' 

8. Construction cost of' the crossing and inz.'tallation cost of 

the automatic protection should be borne by appliCant. 
I 

9. ~Iaintenance of the crossing. should be in accordance 't.'i.th 
, . 

General Order 72-B. 
10. Maintenance costs of the a~tomatic protection. Sh?uld be 

sb.ar~dequally by applicant and the railroad pursuant to the'pr'ovisions . 
of Section 1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 

11. Constructi on plans. of the ere ssing., approved by the Southern 
L . . 

Pacific Transportation Company, together. with a:copy of· the agreement 
entered :into between the parties involved, should be' filed 't.'ith the 
Commission pri or to cOml:leneing constructi on. 

12. Applicant is the lead agency tor this proje'ctpursuant to 
the Call.!'ortJia Environmental ~uality Act o! 1970, as. amended. 

1:;. The Commission is a responsible agency and hasil'ldependently 
evaluated and assessed the lead agen~y's EnViro:c.mentalImpact Report. 

14. This project will have a significant,' effe.ct on ,the' environ
:cent; however .. the adopted mitigation measures should adeq~ately; . 
offset the adverse impacts. 

Q,ONCL!!2!ON 

On the basis of' the foregoing findillgs, we conclude that' 
the application should be granted as set !orthin the following order:' 
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ORDER 
----~ 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

• ". 

~ .. ' 
'" 

1. The State of Cali!ornia., Department of Tra:o.sportat".i.on,., i,s 
authorized to construct the' ButfaloAvenue on-ramp; to the 'Santa ,ADa; " 

• '. .' I .•. ' 

F:re~way; at grade acrO·5S the tracks o!Sou~h,ern PaCific TranSport'ati6n 
Company's; Santa Ana Branch Line i:l. the City or Santa Ana,. Orange- . 

County, as set forth in the findings or this deciSion. .~ .' 
2. Witb.in tbirty days atter completion, pursuant to this order, 

applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.; .. 

This authorization shall expire if not· exercised ,within two: 
:rears u:Uess tilne be extended or if the above conditions are not 

. • . v • 

complied with. AuthOrization may be. revoked or modi1"ied;' it pub,lic ; 
convenience , necessity or safety so require. . 

The errective date or this order shall be thirty days :arter 

the da te hereof: SEP 121979' 
Dated _________ :, at San Francisco, Ca11!0:r.c.ia. 

. , 

, " 

-
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