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Decision No. _9_0_8_3_8_ SEP 2' 5 "1979· 
I; !I~~' " I. ',' ($" rr>'O"(Cj·'·n·'I' . '~'" .. ~ 
. U' J I lUlU ': .'. . ...... . 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter o~ the Application 
o~ SAN DIEGO GAS & ELECTRIC COMPANY 
for a Certificate that Present and 
Future Public Convenience and 
Necessity require, or Will reqUire 
the Construction and Operation or 
Segments of a single-circuit 230 kV 
transmission line ~om the 
san Onotre Nuclear Genera.ting Station 
Switchyarcl to the Mission SUbstation .. 

o PI N I O'N' 
---~ ......... -

Application No. 58436 
(Filed October 27> 1978') 

San Diego Gas & ElectriC Company (500&£) seeks 8J'1 order.ot' 
the COmmission grant1ngit a certificate that present and future 
public convenience and necessity Will require the construction ,and 
operation of segments or a single-circuit. 230-kV transmission .line 
!'rom' San Ono~e NUclear Genera.ting Station (SONGS) to, the Mission' 
SUbstation (MISSION) in San Diego. 

Project Description 

The proposed project conSists of e. single .. clrcuit·230-ltV 
transmission l1ne and is located Within an ensting transmission 1.1ne' . 
corridor between SONGS and MISSION. ':he. project t s alignment extends' 
south t'rom SONGS through Camp· Pend~eton and' eastern portions o~the 
c1ties ot Oce~s1de and Carlsbad and continues south through 

un1ncorporated portions or San Diego County entering' the,. corpora.te 
l1mits o~ the City 0'£ San Diego south o~ the San Dieguito- R1vel":and' 
passes west 0'£ X1ramar 'Naval Ai.r Station to-Mission' SUbstation .. , 

.,'" 
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Approximately 42.1 miles of the projeet eonsist of 
8tr1ng~ eonduetors ~ a vacant position on exist1ng structures. 

Construction methods that will be employed W111 consis.t ora 

helicopter to string a pulling rope and heavy pull1ng,>and· tensioning. 
equipment to pull the conduetor. Ex1st1ngaecessroads>Wi.11 be 
utU1zed. 

The re-majn1ng., 10.8 miles of proj,eet lexlgth is devoted 

to constructing an estimated 20 new wooden :a':'pole struc,turesnear 

the Oc::eans1de Airport and the Miramar Naval Air Station. and 
eonstructing 22 neW' double-circuited 230-kV steel lattice- towers 

between the Enc1na. "Hub" and san'Luis Rey Substation. The new 

steel lattiee towers will accommodate the proposed 230-kV,eireuit 
and an existing l38-kV circuit. The existing l38-ltV cireuit is 

strung on. wooden poles whieh will be removed after eomple:tionof':the 
new towers. In these areas., construction will consis.t. 'ot. tOUnd&tion· 
preparation, tower erection. and str1ngjng conductors. Construction' 
equipment cons1st1ng of a crane, post hole d'1ggers, concrete trucks., 
and. pulling and tensioning equipment will be used for the var10u's . 
stages of conatruction. Max1mum use of exis:t1ng aecess roads and: 

equipment placement areas. Will be made t<> m.1n1:m1zegrading. 
The conductor size is.: proposed 'to be 1; 033'.5 . Kcm11: with.' a ' .. '/, 

capacity of 1,030 amps.. , 

Need tor the Project 
The San Onof're-Mission 2'30-kV transmission line is 'needed 

to transmit power from SONGS· Un1 t 3 and to' reliably . import power from 
the1ntertie with Southern CaJ.1:f'ornia Ed1sonCompany' dur1ngou~e' 
conditions. 
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On March 8~ 1978~ SDG&E experienced" a system' ,disturbance 
reSUlt1ng 1n approx1ma.te1y 5~ service outage. Aninvest1gat1ori 
under the COmmiss.1on' s 011-4 recommended ~ among other things ~ ,that., ' 

construction or additional transm1ss1on 11nes 1s a contributing 
factor to the mjnj m1zing of disturbances. such' ,as occurred on 

Ma.rch 8~ 1978. Construction or- this project ,would.· m~iethe 
possibility of overloading the existing San Onofre-M1ss1on,230-:-kV 

, . , 

circuit .. 
Based on demograph1c 1nformation s.upp11ed by the, ' 

Comprehensive Planning'Organization and SDG&E's, annual'peakdemands~' 
the sta1'f made an independent evalua.tion of' growth rates in the 
serviee area. The starf's evaluationindieated that the area 
will require a system capability of 3 .. 422 MW 1n 1983' .. w1th1n 
one percent or the estimated SDG&E system capability-_ 

Environmental Impact Assessment Process. 
In compliance with the prov1sionsofthe Calitornia 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the guidelines for the implementation' 
of CEQ,A and Rule 17.1 of the Commiss1on's Rules of Pract1ce,and 
Procedure, SDG&E riled its app1icat1on and requested an 1ssuance or- a 
Negative Declaration.. In support. of' its app11cat1on;'SDQ&E., submitted" , 
as separate documents" 1nf'ormat1on and studies. tor Commiss1on" st.aff 
use ~ preparing an Init1al Study. 

The in1"ormation and stud1es were anaJ.yzed and evaluated by 
the Commission sta.t~.. An Initial Study to determine" whether or not an' 
EIR should be prepared was compiled by the staf'f.. On the 'oasis 'of' the 
In1t1al Study, the st&:f'f concluded that an. EIRshould' 'be prepared for' 
this project because arehaeo1og1cal1nt'orma.tion was not complete and 

an alternate route eljmjnat1ng. a su'bcorridor had not, been inves.:t1gated. 

-3-



The sta..f1" prepared a Draf't EDt for .the proposed. project 
a.tter invest1gat1ng, the af'orement1oned 1n!"orms.tion. The Dra:f't Em 
was ma.11ed on May 15, 1979'. OWners or property adjacent to-the , 
new constructlon or on which the project. might 'be, located' were 
not1f1ed. Comments on the Draft. Em, were received tromthe 
Miramar Naval AJ.r Sta.t1on" the Federal Aviation: Adm1nistratlon, 
the City of San Diego.? the Santa Fe Ra1lway- Company and-two 
1nterested property owners. These comments-end.S.taff, :responses 
thereto 'Were incorporated into a Final EDt· which' was issued' on .' 

July ZT, 1979-
No exceptions totbe proposecl project were,rece1vecl and in, 

accordance with the proVisions of Rule, l7.1 hearings were not ,held. 

Environmental Matters 
A comprehenslve record of environmental impacts, was . .'. 

cleve loped in the Final EIR, issued July 27" 1979'. Construction 
dust and no1se will be generated in the areas where ne'W'constru.ct1on 
nll take place. This- will be a temporary impact and not of great 
consequence beca.use or the l1m1 ted scope and slze of the areas. 
The proposed. project's constructlon will take place in· established 
rights-ot-way and Will utlllze existing access roads. 'The project, 

, -

wUl not have & s..1gni.:f'1cant impact ,on lana" biolog1cal, air", water 
and visual resources. 

Several s.ites have been identified as ha~ archaeological 
, . 

value. Most o~ these 51 tes will not be 1mpactecl significantly' because 
tb.ey occur on the portion or the project where no new' tower 
construct1on is required... SiX sites are located where new tower 
construction activ1ties occur.. No s1gzi1t1cant impact, to these sites 
is antic1pated because or· the proposed' mitigation' meaaures'by' SDG&:£;.' 

" 
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SDG&E proposes several mitigation measures including 
max1m:um use or existing access. roads~ restricting acces.s to· the 
rights-ot-way in specific areas of endangered species' habitat~ 
eurta1lment ot hel1copter stringing activities during nesting, season 
and scheduling construction work to avoid peak. tr&!,£ic hours:~ In 

addition to the a'bove mitigation measures" SDG&E has prepared a. 
deta11ed and comprehens1 ve report to identify cultural, reSOllrces 
s1 tea r.. thin the project area and has taken or will take ,the 
following measures to- comply nth the concerns of the State Office 
of K1stonc Preservation: 

A. On .toot arcb.aeolog1cal/h.1stor1cal 'reconns.1ssance Within 
the ex1sting 230-ltV transmission l'1ne right-ot-way. 

" 

B. Contact With the Native American Heritage Council and 
&rea. represent&t1 ves for advice and comments. 

C. InvestigatIon of impact on archaeological sites 'by 
existing access roads and 1mplementationor'~t1g&tion 
measures such as site capp1ng or re-rou:t1ng if 1mpacts 
occur. 

D. Preparation of a. final report' ot Phase IV (collecting 
of cultural resources in impacted areas) mitigation 
measures tor review by appropria.teagenc1esand 
incorporation into the report of' specific research 
ques.tions designed for tJ:D.Y' additional subsurrace testing. 

E. Hand-excavation of teat un1 ts. :tn areas where cul tura.1 
resources 1mpacts. cannot be avoided',. 

F. Mom.toring or subaurface work by Native Americans in 
the vicinity or Native American archaeological. sites·. 

, ' 

G. Cura.t1on of recovered Na.tive American c:ultura.1resourc:es 
in accordance With Native .A:meric:ans' desires.. 

We adopt the above mitigation measures as reasonable and lf1:l.l require 
th8.t they be :1mp~emented. 
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There nJ.l. be a. minor short-term. disturbance. to' the 
enVironment because o~ the construction phase of: th1s project 
and a long-term commitment to an expanded use ot the,eXist1ng 
corridor. Improved reliability and the needed 1ncrease 1n 

electrical service to the San'Diegoarea resulting trom , the project 
w:lll promote health, comt'ort, safety,. convenience and long-term 
prOductiVity ot the area's population. There are'no,irreversible 
environmental changes caused by the project. 

Alternatives 
Routes at locations other than that proposed would leave.;. 

" the ex1st1ng corridor t'ree or further expansion and impact. . However, , 
an alternate route removed from the corridor and placed at another '~.' 

. . . 
location unoccupied by existing towers would ·ha ve ,greater 1mpact,.,j 
For this reason we' Will not further consider' alternate locations 
for the proposed project. 

Alternate tower designs would vi sua.1ly. confi1ct.W1.th' 
eXist1ng designs.. and therefore will not 'be considered 8.$, a res.so,nable":! 
alternative. 

The st&ff investigated theposs1'b111ty ot"el:1Jnj;n&t1xlgan 
eXisting l-mile suocorr1dor east o~ the proposed project near 
Oceanside Airport. Th1s could be aeeomplishf~d'by tr&nst'er~1ng the:: 
subeorr1dor t s single-circuit 23O-kV line to double-c1reu1t~dlattice . 
towers used in lleu or s.1ngle-c1rcu1t woOden K-polestructures ••. 
Another parallel double-circu1t lattice tower would be necessary t~ 
accommoda.te th1s. project's circuit along wi thexist1ng c1rcui.ts.' on 
wooden H-pole structuree-. The c1ouble~circu1ted' towerS:woUJ.dbe: 
higher than the II-pole s.tructure&. but would: 'be acceptable' t'o' FAA •. ' 

-. ".r ,/,', 

" , ..•. /." . 

. , \' .' 
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Th.!s'lplan was opposed by the City or ,Oceanside and the' 

Oceanside Airport Company 'because a.1r nav1gationclearances would 
be reduced. by the higher towers. Beca.use or the safety f'aetors 
involved 1n reduced navigation clearances wenll not adopt..th1s' 
alternative. 

The need for this project is greater than them1nor,or 
temporary environmental impacts that have been ident1fied.There
fore, the "no projec:tt

, alternative Will not be considered further. 

Find~! 

1. San Diego Gas & Electric Company. is a publicly- regulated. 
utll1ty engaged in the generation, transmission, and distribution' of' 
electricity 1n San Diego County. 

2. The proposed project is reasonably reqUired. to.' meet area. I,., 

demands for present and future reliable and economic electric-service 
and to prevent foreseeable overloading. 

3. Theconstruct10n ot the proposed project will not produce,' 
an unreasonable burden on naturu resources, aes.thet1es of .the. area::., 
in which the proposed f'ac111t1es. are to be located,. public'health and· 
safety, air and water quality in the Vic1n1ty, parks., recrea.tio~: 
and s.cen1c areas, or archaeological and historical sites. ' 

4. Land Resources - Minor alterations. or phY:s1ograpb.1c 
features Will result from the proj'ect. The disturbances, aSSOCiated 
nth construction Will be ot shOr1;duration while those associated 
with operation nll be negligible. 

5· Vegetation and Wildlife - Disturbance ta. these 'Will ,occur 
dur1:ng. construction 01' the line.· No. Sign1ficant permanent adverse:' 
apacts on the biological resources. ot the area,Will result. ,from ,the' 
construction and. operation or the project .. 
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6. A:S.r, Wa.ter and Noise - Tbe proposed -transmission line ,is 
expected to have no adverse impact on thewa.ter~ insignificant' .. 
impact on the air and negligible impact on noise or the area .. 
Audible nOise and radio and teleVision interference will increase . 
directlY benea.th the transmission line •. These effects, however, 
Will not be significant outside the right-of-way. 

7. CUltural Resources - The possibility of tmpact to. 
arehaeolog1cal/hj.storical resources exists Within area.s or new 
construction. However, the applicable m1 t1gation me,asures 
discussed earlier Will be adequate to reasonably prevent a 
significant impact to these resources. 

8. AesthetiCS - The proposed project. Will not have a 
significant Visual impact on the' surro\lnd1ng areas.. 

9. A public hearing is not necessary. 

Conclusions 
·1. Present and future public convenience and· necessity- require 

the ,construction and operation of this transmission proj:ect., 
2. Applicant is placed on notice that operative rights~ as 

such, do not constitute a class of property which: D18.Y be capital1zed. 
or used as an element of value in, rate f1x1ng for MY amount. of money 
in excess of that originally p&1d to the state as the consideration-· 
for the grant of such rights.. Aside- from their .purely penl1'ssive 
aspect, such rights extend to the holder a. full or parti.a.J.:.monopoly 
of a class of business.. Tll1s monopoly feature may be. modi.f1ed:·or 
canceled a.t tmy t1.me by the state, which. is not in any respect' l1m1 ted 
as to the number of rights which may be given. 

3. The action taken herein is not, to be included in future' 
proceedings for the purpose of determ.1ri1ng just, and reason.a.ble' rates. 
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4.. The Not1ce or Determination tor the' proj ectiS: :attached 
as Append1X A to this decision. The Comm1ssioncerti:f'1es tllat.:,the. 

F1nal EIR has 'been completed and adopted 'by it 1n compliance With 
CEQA and the guidelines and that 1t has: ,reViewed and,_ c()ns1dered. ' 
the, ,1ntorma.t1on contained -in the Final Em in arr1.v1D.g 'at this. 
deciSion. 

S. Based on the foregOing, the Commission concludes that the 
230-ltV san Ono!re-Mission transmission line as, proposed-. by SDG&E. 
should be authorized in the manner set fortn in the following 
order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that:: 

1. A Certificate or Public Convenience and Necessity is granted 
to San D1ego Gas & Electric, Company to construct and' operate the , 
230-~V transmission line in SanD1eg~ County, Calitor.n1a~ as 
proposed in this proceeding. 

2. San Diego Gas & Electric Company is directed to- carry out 
the m1 t1gation measures deSignated on page Shere1n. 

3.. San Diego Gas a: Electric CompaDY' shall tile Withtb.1s 
CommiSSion a. detailed statement of' the capital costs of' this, 
transmission line project Within sixty day'S following-the date the 
project is put in commercial operation. 

. ", . 
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4. The Executive D1rector of the Commission is d1rected 
to tile a. Notice of Determination tor this. project,. W1th contents 
as set forth in Appendix A to this decision., with the 
Secretary ~or Resources.. 

., 

The ef't'ect1ve date of' thi.s order shaJ.l be thirty ;d.a.ys. 
after the date hereof. 

D&ted SEP25 1979 Francisco,., Califorru.a • 
. '~' .. '. 
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APPENDIX A 

NOTICE OP DETERMINATION 
..... Ia- ~ 

TO: Sec:-eta..-y tor Resou:ees FROM: CO:lifornia·Puol:i.c 
Utilities Commission, 

350I1cAll:tst.er Street.' " 
1416 Ninth Street, Room 1312 
Sacra::e:: .. ~o, California 9,814 

San Frac.cisco)" Ca;j~i~. 94102 
"II ,." 

ST.I"'BJECT: Filing of Notice " of Dete:-cinat.ion in co:p'li'ance 'wiu . 
Section 21108 0= 21152 o! the ?J.'blic .?e~o,urce's, Code •. ' 

?:-oj ect Title: SClIl Ono!'re - Mis3ion 230 kV 'b:ansmissionLine~' Sari Diego, G:l:3, &. .' 
Eleet.~c Com?~ 

S":ate Clearin~ouse :Nu::'be::, CIt suomi ttec. to St~.teClea:-i:-.s!l.ouic) . 
79021266 '.... ,I 

• ".' J 

Co:~::o..c t ?e=son 
D. E. St.eger 

Tele":>!lonc Ku."!oc::
(U5)" 557.;oJ.i2 I·" 

~ojeet ~ca~ion S3n Diego County t' Cal:L!o:":l1a, : 

?:-oject D-esc:-iptio:..: 'r.le project.. eonzi~t$ 0!42.1.rtiles ,ot ~l..."l.g.le eiJ:'euit? 
2)0 kV tr~cis:.io:l ~I:l the existing San Oxlo!:re' Nuclear Generati.."1S StaQ;on to 
Mission Substation. or the 42.1 miles? 1O.B m:.D.es: are no..., eon.:;t::-uetion. The 
r~"lin& Jl.J cilc$ eonsi:ot· of ~trin&i-'1.g coDd.uctor~, on e,;i:rt;.irig to'Wer~~ .. 

""\.,,, ~ "5 "0 ~Q""~"e ...... 8, ... ....... h Ca' ~ 1"0 .... "'.; ..,~ ...... ~ c Ut~" "' .. ·l··e·s'·Co·, ...... .,~,.,·O·, ... .'· ...... r6J A . .., "- ti.~ -.. .. v ........ \.0 ....... __ ... t;\ ... ~;,;...... .1. ... _ iW' .--.. -.J .... "" ,. .. . 

as l ·e ... .l "''''e'''c'\" ....... '" """'c'~ ........ J"ol'o··""'''",'O/'c .. c-,,'''.., ... .;'o ............ · ... a;....:tl·'ItI\':.. ... , .. :,.., .. ti.IIo ...... .... ~ ....... ..... o.~ ..... u. _ ~.\;... ... ~"" •• o '-*' ...,. ............... -.;...."" ....... _l¥~ .\.. .... ~.~ 'IIIII".~' 

:loove desc:-ioec. p:-ojec-:;: " ,'; 

.. , 

2. The ?=ojec~ II :.:.:ill h:i",,·e a zig!li!ica."'lt e!"!"cct O:l the, cr.\pi::-on-. 

3· 
IX! ... "'_" _,_, _"i_Q't ... 

~.;.,I'/ 

!X7' Ar..Envi::on::.ental Im'Oact Re"Oo:::-t wa5 p:-eparec., ~or' :tb.i~ r1rojec,: 
- i''U:'SU3...'''lt to the ?roVi$:Lo~$' or CE~A. , 

1/ A Nesative Declarat.ion \\'as j:)::'eparec. tor tllis p::-o,j.ec:;.·:o~su~' 
- a::.t to the :?=o·lisio::.~ 01.' CE~A.. A copy o~the .!;egative" ... 

Declaratio~ isattachec.. 

. . 
. ' . 

Dat.e ___ ...; _____ ....... -----.. '-"-~ 


