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90885 OCT 101979 
Decision No. -------

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM!v1ISSION OF THE STATE OF' CALIFORNIA 

In the matter o:t the application of ) 
Thomas J. and Vicky K. Jernigan dba I 
Bidwell Water Company for authority 
to execute a contract with the 
Dep.art:nent of. Water Resources, for a" 
loan. and to increase rates for water 
services by means o£ a surcharge on ) 
existing rates to repay such loan. ) 

----------------------------) 

Application No. 58617 
(Filed January 22~ 1979) 

ORDER MODIFYING DECISION 'NO. '90,714 'ON THE 
COMMISSION'S OWN MOTtON 

:he Commission, in Decision No~ 90714 issued herein on 
August 2S, 1979, authorized applicants to incur an indebtedness under' 
the sate Drinking Water Bond Act Program and to institute a surcharge 
rate increase for the purpose of defraying, the periodic payments of". 
principal and interest due to the lender (the California Department 
or Water Resources). This decision was rendered atterhea.-ing, 
conducted. in the community of' Greenville:, the focus of the water' 
system t s service area. During that. hearing, which attracted a 

'" 
substantial audience and public partiCipation, there was littie or no 
discussion of the relative merits o:t a usage-based', ,as opposed to' 
a 1"lat rate, surcharge. It appe3r$ that. most. of the cust,omers, 
applicants, as wel,l as .. tJ:I.~" various- ;-epresentatives- of' otherpub11c 
agencies,. assumed that a nat rate surcharge. would be adopted by 
the CommiSSion, and would be applied'to all services,'metered,or,not. 

A representative o£ the Commission~s Hydraulic Branch. 
appeared during the hearing; however, he did not recommend, or' 
testi1"y in support of. a usage-sensitive surcharge.' Subsequent to 
the hearil:lg and without notice to any o£ the participants, that 
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br3llch. spollSor~ an alternative draft, order, substituting a surcharge.' 
based on consumption for the fla~ rate surcharge recommended ,by 'the 
Adm;n;strative taw, Judge and the assigned Commissioner. 'The 
Commission adopted this al ternati ve which ,. con~ned no- specific 
findings in support of a usage-based rate. 

It now appears that the difference between the two· types 
of surcharge is a matter of some importance to applicants:, to the . 
Department of Water Resources, and· possibly to a sign1£'icaIl.:e', number 
of consumers. 

We will, there.fore" 'res'cindthe 'consumption~ljased 'surcharge 
. I' . 

and substitute the flat rate surcharge schedule, considered' at' 
hearing. 

Decis;on' No. 907l4 authorized applicant. to impose a 
nat rate 'surcharge . on a temporary basis for those customers.' 

who are not yet metered, pending completion of" the contemplated in-. , 

stallation of meters on all services. During the hearing,. however" 
the only schedule of' rates conSidered would have imposed 'a nat rate'of' 

$6.05 for individual resid~nces.lI Ne;mheless" Decision. No. 90714 
as adopted by the Commission, set, the temporary alternative nat 
rate surcharge at $'7.25. The rates authorized herein eliminate the 
extra $1.20 from the basic residential surcharge •.. 

Section l70a requires that the Commission provide 
notice and opportu:c.i ty to be heard, be.fore. an order can, be modified 
to produce a di.fi"erent result.. In this case, however, further 
delays would be injurious and inequitable to: 'applicants, and there is 
no reason to believe that any appearance or any other interested 
person would ex'ercise Section 1708' rights, in support'of· a ',usage-b~ed 
rate. 

11 The schedule also provi~ed proportionally larger flat rate~ i"o~ 
larger than normal sernces and for certain, classes of' busa.ess., 

\ ' 
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however, that Section170~ shp~~e~ 

applied ~o a situation: ere the Commission" on its:...o~tion, . 
~ . 

=oves to rescind an orderwbI~~ not ~poxted by the evidence ot 
findings of record,. nor recommend~~ ther a member of' the public 

or an appearance during the ~OUT~f hearin In a situation 

such as this we shO~be~e to recognize that p lious'. compliance· 
'Wi'th the notice and:""'b.earing requj.rements would produce f~. 

POintl~d.-e'~' and modify our deCision such tha~ it is- SUPPorted..(. 
~controverted evid.ent1ary record. 
Find.ings o£ Fact 

1.. There- is no, evidence in the record to justify adopt:i:on 
o:t a usage-cased (instead of a fiatra-ce ) "surcharge •. 

2.. None o£ the pareies who appeared. opposed use of a nat. 

rate surcharge. 

3. There was no public opposition to a nat rate surcharge •. 
4. The record contains no suppore tor rate& in excess o~ 

those set forth in Appendix A hereto. 

5.. The rate surcharge provided in Appendix A is: just and reason- . 

able and should be adopted .. 
Conclusions of' Law 

1. DeciSion No .. 9071~ Should be modified 011 the Commission's 

own motion because there is no evidence in the record to support 

the originally adopted surcharge based on commodity consumption. 
2. The Commission should, without further d.elay,·substitute 

and adopt the rate schedule considered. at hearing and attached hereto· 
as Appendix A. 
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IT IS. HERESY ORDERED that Ordering Paragraphs 1. and· 5 
of Decision No .. ~7;I4>.are hereby rescinded in lieu o:! the s,chedules 
attached as Appendix A to that decision, applicants are authorized 

to file i.e. accordance, with General. Order No. 96-A,. 'td th an· ef"f"ec'tive 
date or i"ive days after the date of" f"ilin~Appendix: A. hereto,. The" 

schedule shall apply' to all service rendered on or after.: the \ date-

of" filing. 

The ef'fective date 0'£ this order shall be thirty days. 
after the date hereof'.. . 

Dated o'er 1 0 1979 

-4.-

"Cali£ornia .. 
~~' , . 

Commie donor Clo.1re T .~eddek,. b,~1llg 
;ee:ss$rnY' o.bso.nt. didnot:lla.rt1ei :p&'ta': . 
~ tho d.1s:P~o1:t1on ofthis,:,:p:roeoed.~·" 

. ,I',' ' ". " ' , .:~' 
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APPLICABILITY 
.. 

Al'PE3DIX A 
Page l.ot" 3 

t._ . 

Sched:QJ.e No.. 1 

Applicable to aJ.:l metered. vater service. 

TERRITORY 

GreenvUle and Vic:i:Dity, Plumas COunty. 

Q:aa.nt1 ty Bates: 

F1rst 
Next 
Next 
Next 
OVer 

500 cu. ft. or less .~ •••••••••• 
1,000 cu .. :ft., pe%' 100 cu •. :ft. .... .. 
3,500 cu .. t't .. , per 100 cu .. t't_ .. .. 
5,000 cu. ft .. ,. per 100 cu. ft •.•.. 

10,000 ~ .. ft., per 100 cu .. ft·. 

• 

Per- Meter ' 
Per-Month . 

$·3.70 
·50 
.40 
·30 
.. 1& 

. , Surcharge, (N) , 

For 5/8 x 3j4-1nch meter' .................. . 
For 3j4-1nch meter ................. . 
For ~-1nch rDeter ............. .,._ .... . 
For 1i-1nch tIle'ter ................... ' .... .. 
For 2-inc:l:l. meter •••• ' _ ................ ' 
For 3-inch meter ••••••••••• _ •••• 

$. 3~70, 
5.00 
7.00' , 

14 .. 00 
18:.00 
30 .. 00 

The M1n1=:zm Charge Willent:tt1e the 
eOJ:l.Stlmer to tJ:le quantity ot" 'Water' 
wh1c:h. tba.t. IDOntbly m1n1mum' c::harge 
w1lJ. purc:ba.se a.t. the Q;uant1ty Rates. 

Per Month 

$ 6.05 
6.05> 

; 10.30 
19 .. 95· 
32.05 
60.00 

. .. ~., . 

(N)." 
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Sched.ule No-. 2R 

RESIDEl'I'TIAL l"!A'r RATE SERVICE 

, . . 

• 

A:pplic:a.ble to- all na.~ rate residential waterserv1ce .. 

Per:serv1ce~CozmectioD. 

For- So s1ngle-ta.m:Uy- l:'esid.c.tial =1t~ 
illclud1:ag premises not exceecl1ng 
500 sq. ft. 1%1. ,a,.re&. ...... __ ., • • ' ......... . 

So_ For ea.cl1 acldi t10na.l sillgle-tami~ 
:res1dent1aJ. un1 t. on the- same: 
p:rem1.ses. aJld. .served.' trom. the' 
same serv1c:~ c:o:cneet.io:a. ••••••••• _. 

b.. For ea.c:b. 100 sq. ft .. o~ premises 
in excess· o-r SOO sq.. ft.. .. ................ .. 

SPECIAL CONDrnONS' 

Per Month 

$- 6.00 

.15, 

" 

n'~_.·'·'· ._..-"'" .... -.- ... -~. ,-._" .' 

l. ~e' above tlAt rate.s applT to a service co:rmect1oinot, larger than 
one inch ill. d.1ameter. 

2.. It'the utility so elects, a meter shall be 1nstalled.'a.nd serv1ce 
proVided under Sehedule No.1, Metered Service. 

3- the su.reharge :shown. in the table below :shall be applied to- each, eN) 
size service line (maybe more tha:c. one) which provides nat. rate water 
service to a premise under this sch~e. 

Flat Rate Sureharge - Schedule No. 2R 
Size or Serviee Monthly Surcharge 

. . 
Residential - less than l-inch .' $ 6.05 
1-iuch . 10.30, 

li-1.nch 19~95;: 
2-iuch 32.05' ' •.. " 
3-iuch 60.00, , .' (N): 
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APPDtDIX A 
Pa6e 3 ot 3 

SChedule No .. 2L . -.': , .. ,' 
.,., 

" 

• ... " 

L1m1tec1 0Dly" to l1OD%"eS1d.ontiaJ. customers presently rec:e1 V1ng: tl.&t 
ra:te service .. 

TERRITOR!' 

!XL the 'lll1nc:orporated. town ot GreenVille and Vicinity, Pl'll'lDU 
county. ' , 

'I 

Ba.r'bershops. ........... ,. ........... ' ....... ' ... ' ........ e' • ., .. 

'Per'Service 
Per Month' 

Garages and Service St.at10na ~ '"' .......... ' ............. , 
$' 6·.,00' , 
15 .. 00' 
10 .. 00 

6· .. 00 
6,.00 

Drugstores, Soft. Dr1:Dk ParJars- or' Saloons .... _., , 
.Retai.l. $t4)re,s. ....... - ..... _ ...... ' .................. ~ ... " ....... . 

c:l:1urehes .............. -_ .................. ' ............... .. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS' 

1.. ~e above f'latra.tes &PpJ,yonly' to nonres1<ienti&l customers, 
eu.rren~ reee1Ving nat n.te service .. 

2.. No nev service Y1ll 'be proVided under this $clledul.e. 

3. It the utility so elects, I). meter sballbe 1nstalled and 

~ .... ' ... , .~~ ----.. , 

service there&!ter 'Will. be provided under Schedule No .. l, Metered. Service. 

4. The sureharge shown in the table below- shall be applied to eacll 51ze (~) , , 
:r.ervice line (maybe more than one) whicll provides nat rate water service to 
a premi:r.e Ullder t.his sc:hdeule. 

Flat Rate Sureharge - SeheduleNo.' 2L, 
Size or Service Monthly Surcharge 

Less- than 'l-ineh $ 6,.05 
l-inc:hlO'~~O:{'· ' 

1-t-ineh 19'.95 -, 
z.:.lAcil" - :32~05-
3-:1neh, ' 6O~OO:, " ' - ,eN}" 


