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Dee1~1on No. 90933 OCT 23 1979 ffr1 TEJ)ff,f'(Qn,'N!~" . 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE 6~.1=&ALIFORNL\ 

In the Matter of the Application 
of Southern california Gas Company, 
a corporation, under Sections. 1002 
and 1005 of the Public Utilities 
Code, tor a certificate that publiC 
convenience and necessity require 
the exercise or the rights and 
pri nleges granted by Ordinance 
No. 421 N.S. or the City or 
El Paso de Robles, .California. 

OPINION __ ..... .-.. __ 4IiIIIIaI_ 

App11cat10n No. 59078, 
(F1led August 2l~ 1979) 

This is an application by Southern Ca11fornia Gas Company 
(Applicant) for a certif1cate of public convenience and· necessity 
authorizing Appl1cant to exerc1se the r1ghts and priV11eges or & 

!ranch1se granted by the City or El Paso de Robles, California (City)_ 
'!his franchise was granted by Ordinance No. 421 N.S., which ordinance 
vas adopted by the City on Aprll 17, 1979, pursuant to the prov1.s10ns 
or the Franchise Act or 1931, became e.tf'ecti ve on May 17, 1979, and 
runs for an indeterminate per10d. A copy of the ordinance is 
attached to the application as Exhibit "A". 

The franchise gives Applicant the right to 1~ and use 
pipes and appurtenances f'or transmitting and distribut1nggas for 
any and all purposes under, along, across, or upon the streets or 
the C1ty, and supersedes a franchise granted by the City's Ordinance 
Jli'o. 38, adopted on M8.rch 11, 1929. 
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Examination of Ord1nanee No. 421 N.S. ind1eates that the 
franehise granted therein is of the standard type between gas 
utilities and eities. It provides that Appl1eant shall P«r to· the 
City a sum annu.aJ.ly or two percent (~) or the gross. annual receipts 
arising from the use~ operat!on~ or possession o:tthe-franeh1se~
prov1ded~ however~ that such payments shall in no event be less 
than l~ of the gross annual receipts of the Applicant. derived from 
the sale or gas Wi thin the limits. or the City. 

Applicant has stipulated in its application that 1n 

consideration 0'£ the granting or the eerti'£icate 0'£ public eon
venience and necessity it Will never claim beforeth1s Commission,. 
or other court or body, a value tor that :tranchise and the eert1t~ 
1eate in excess of the original eost thereof; namely', the' $75 . 
fUing :tee paid to this Commission and $228 .. 61 :tor advertislllgcosts', 
or Ordinance No. 421 N.S. for a sum total or~303 .. 61. 
F1nd1rlgs 

1. Applicant has been distr1l>ut1ng gas in the territory that 
is now within the boundaries. 0'£ the City or El Paso de Robles und.er 
a franchise granted by Ordinanee No. 38 of the C1 ty o:t 

El Paso de Robles. 
2. Appl1cant is now applying for a certificate 0'£ public 

eonvenience and necessity to· exerc1se the r1ghts and priv11eges or 
a new franchise granted by Ordinance No. 421 N .S. of the City o:t 

El Paso de Robles, whieh was adopted on April 17 ~ 1979-. 
3. Public eonvenienee and necessity require the exercise by 

Applicant of the rlgnts and privileges of the franchise granted to
it by Ordinance No. 421 N.S. of the City of El Paso de- Rob1es~ . 
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Conclusions 
1. The application should be granted in accordanceW1th the 

!:1lldings. 
2. A public bearing is unnecessary .. 
3. The certi~icate 01' public convenience and necess1ty 

granted herein is subject to the following provisions 01' law: 
(a) The Commission shall have no power to 

authoriZe the cap1 talization ot' the tranch1se 
involved herein or this certit1cate 01' public 
convenience and nece~s1ty, or the right to own, 
operate or enjoy suen rranc~se or certificate 
ot' public convenience and necessity, 1n excess 
0'£ the amount ( exclusive of a:ny tax or annual 
cha.rge) actually paid to the State or to a 
political subdivision thereof as the consider
a.tion tor the grant or such franchise, certit"-
1cate of public convenience and" necessity, oX' 
right. 

(0) The franchise 1nvol ved here1n ahall never be 
given a:tlY value before any court or .. other 
public authority in &ny' proceeding. 01' any' 

character 1n excess ot the cost t~ the 
grantee ot the necessary pUblication. and 
any other sum paid by it to the municipality 
theretor at the time otthe acquisition 
thereof. 
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ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that a certificate of pub11c convenience 
and necessity is granteci to Southern California Gas Company to, 
exercise the rignt$ and priVileges conferred by the franchise 
granteci by the City of El Paso cie Robles. by O:rd1nance No-. 421 N.S. 
aciopteci Apr1l 11, 1979. 

Tbe errective date of this order shall be thirty ciays 
after the ciate hereof. 

Dated OCT 23 lS79 

Co::ci::'::!o:lOr VOr:lon L. StUl'geon. be1ll8 
neee~~r11y ~b~e~t. did not ~icipa~o 
in tho ~%;l>Os1 t10n ot th1~ proce~.; 

San Francisco, California .. 


