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Decision No. S1003 NOV 6 1979, 

BEFORE THE POBLIC U'l'ILI~~IES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Western Motor ) 
Tariff Bureau, Inc. under the ) 
Shortened Procedure Tariff Docket ) 
to p1Jl:>lish, for and on behalf of ) 
Viking Freight System, Inc. ) 
prOvisions resulting 'in increases) 
because of publication of a rule ) 
providing for full utilization ) 
of carrier's equipment. ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Application No·. 59093· 
(Filed August 24, 1979) 

By this application Western Motor Tariff Bur~au, Inc., 
, . 

Agent, seeks authority for and on behalf of Viking Fr~ight Systems, 
Inc. (Viking) to amend Western Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc., Agent, 
Local, Joint and Proportional and Express Tariff No.: 111, 
Cal. P.U.C. No. lS (WM'l'S lll). 

Applicant has been requested by Viking to publish an item 
to establish exclusive use/full: utilization o,f equipment charges. 
The proposed publication is necessary to prevent an out-of-pocket 
loss when transporting high volu:ne low density freight tendered in 

large quantities and requiring the full use of one or more units 
of equipment. 

Viking has advised applicant that the publication of 

Item 315· in WMTB 111 will establish a higher minimum charge for full 
utilization of equipment in connection with equipment o~greater 
capacity. The publication of Item 315 would increase Viking's 
yearly revenue by approximately $10,000. This amount would not 
increase Viking's california intrastate revenue by as much as one 
percent (1%). The amount of the increase would be within the 
President's wage-price guidelines. 
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The Commission, in Decision 63234, dated February 6" 1972, 

stated, ·when a carrier provides to a shipper full use of equipment 
or facilities, it has the right to just and reasonable compensation 
regardless of the nature of the equipment. As a general proposition, 
carriers should be authorized to establish min~um charges for, 
providing the facilities and services under those conditions." 

The tariff rule proposed by applicant requires clarifying 
modifications to prevent possible conflicts in interpreting and applying 
the charges. The Commission has long held, ttthat in tariff 
construction words should be employed with clear and unmistakable 
meaning so tnat no confusion or uncertainty may arise in the minds 
of thO'..;e consulting such publications"' (16 C.R.C 88,9):,. The rule, 
as ::nodified, is set forth in Appendix ;.~ to the order which follows. 

The application was listed on the Commission1s Daily' 
Calendar of August 27, 1979. No objection to the granting of ~e . 
application has been received. 

In the circumstances, the Commission finds that the proposed 
changes are justified.. A public hearing is not necessary." The 
Commission concludes that the application should be granted' as set 
forth in the ensuing order. 

:t'I' :ts ORDERED that: 
1. Western Motor Tariff Bureau, Inc, Agent" on behalf of 

Viking Freight Systems, Inc." is hereby authorized to- publish in its 
Local, Joint and Proportional Freight and Express Tariff NO. 111, cal .. 

P.U.C. No. lS, the amendment as speeifieally set forth in Appendix A, 
attached hereto and by t...'lis reference made a part hereof. 

2. Tariff publications authorized to be made as a result of 
the order herein shall be filed not earlier than the effective date 
of this order and may be made effective not earlier than five days 
after the effective date of this order on, not less,than five days' 
notice to the Commission and to the publi'c. 
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3. The authority granted herein shall expire unless exercised 
within. ninety days. after the effective date of this order .. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 
after the date hereof .. 

Dated N'OV 6 1979 ' at San Francisco; California. 
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W •• ~.rn MO~Or Tar1ff Bur.au. Xnc~ 
. Aqent 

". C.l. P.1j.C. No .. 15 

r..oo.t., JOn."l' ~ PROPOI\T%ONAXo l'lI%%r:JIT ANI) z:xPUS$ '!AJl:UI' NO. 1ll. 

(A) l:)Ccept a. otheM.4I proV.i.4ed in P&raqraph.. (8) a1'l4 tel, "hen exelu.1ve \1 •• of 
eur.er". equ1prnent i. r~red or (I._n4ed by the Ih.i.pper," when .uch 4ema.nd 
1. !l\a4e to meet. th. nee4a of .pee.i.&l cond.1.uon., 01: when the nat1.1r. of the 
eol!l!\0411:)' reqlU.r4I. the f~l u.tU.1.%aUon of 01'1& or mol;. 1.ln.1.t.a ot earr1er'. 
~pment. or fuJ.l \1t;l.11%&1:101'1 of th. loa<1.1.nq apaC.. 1II1n.1JllWl\ _1qhta are 
proVl.4e4 tor 1n tl\1. Item. 'rr1U\.portat1on charq •• shAll be ...... ed l:Iy 
.pplyinq the elM. 35 rat. .\Il)~ect to th. foUOW1l\q min.1.Jlll,ll!\ _1qhta and 
eon4l. <;iona r 

:t.n.'l:Al. l'1%'t O~ toOAD:tNC 
51'1>0: IN !:/ItCH WIT OP' 
CARRrrR'S t90tp~ 

~t over 1. 7 .. t ••••.•••••.••.••.••••••.•..•••••.• 

Ovel:" 14 l'..e, l)I.l1: not o .... r 28 l" .. t ................ . 

lO~OOO 

20",000 

oYer 42 'teet......................... ............... 40,.000 

(8) :f h1qher ehar9 •• vUl. r .. uJ.~ th&lt tho •• pr0Y14ed 11\ Paraqraph. V.) from Ui. 
"Pli::'1eA1:J.on ot. 1:2\. aC1:.\lal _1qh1: of the .h1plllent At 1:2\. clan rAt. or rA1: •• 
ap .. llc&l:lle th4Ir~, 1:h.n .uca h;l.qh.r Charq •• v1U apply 11\ 11.1.1 of Ui. c~rq.. 315 
prov14ed for 11\ paraqt'aph (A). 

(el Ca=i.r r4I"rwo. the r19ht to dec11n. acc.pu.ne. of an &ruel.,. 

(l) _1qh1nq 1n -xc ••• ot. ::'6.000 pound., 
(2) eXCeec:11nq 6 f .. t by 6 teet by 18 t •• ~. 0"
(,) oYer 20 t •• t 11\ l.nqth. 

(;:l) ~. ah1pper or eon.1qn ... or penOn Ol:ll.:l.qAted l:Iy the .h1pp1nq dO<:\,lI!\ent tor 
p&~'l!lent ot tre19h~ ch4t.r~. .hAll 17\41<:_t. on "the .h1pp1nq 40CWMne tM l1n •• l 
t •• t ot ::.o.t41n~ ap.ac. 1n •• <:1'1 unit ot c.rr1er~a equ.1.pm.nt. require<! or r~ •• te<l. 
except that 11\ the -.nt tlU. 1M1eAt10n taU. to !:Ie lIIA4 •.• th. carder 01: hi. 
per.oMel w1U 40 aO on the ah1pp1nq Ord61: ot th • .b11l ot la<1.1.nq or .h1ppinq 
<:~l'It and .\IoCh notAtion will !:Ie ~na1(1ere4 .1 1;hat ot ah1ppe1:"eonl.i.qn •• or 
person aforetneJ\t1One4. 

Ia.\1e4 l:iy 
M. :J. N1col&\UI, X .. u.i.tI'l Ott1cer 

P. o. BoX 1907, S042 C.c.l1a Str •• t 
South Cate, ed1fo:t'l'l.i.& 90280 


