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Decisio=. No. 
91160 D~C 18 1979 

BEFORE THE ?UB~IC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN~ 

In the Y~tte: of the Application 
0: HELM BEAN Ah~ SEED WAREHOUSE, 
INC., a caJ.ifor:!ia corporation, ) 
conducting wa:ehouse operations at) 
Helm anc. Kennan, california, for ) 
Authority to Increase Rates, ) 
Establish ~arif£, and Secu~e ) 
Accounting Procedure Variance ) 

OPINION AND ORDER 

Arplication No. 59228 
(Filed October 22, 1979) 

Applica.."!.t is a public utility warehouseman for. the storage 
0: agricul tur.:.l cO%Cmodi ties at Helm ana Kerman. The rat~s, rules 
and .regulations governing applicant's operations are contained 
in Califor~ia Wa:ehouse Tariff Bureau Warehouse Tariff No. 38-A, 
cal. P.O.C. No. 267, ~ack Dawson, Agent (C~~). 

Applicant requests authority to increaseits·rates to 
yield a 31 percent increase in revenue; to publish these rates in 
an individual tariff, and to continue its current procedure of 
fiscal accounting. ~he re~~ested rate increase has been dete~ned 
by applicant without consultation or agreement with any other ware­
houseman. 

Applicant alleges that its present rates do not yiela 
su:ficient revenue to allow it to conduct its warehouse operations 
at a profit. Applicant further alleges that additional revenue is 
zeqt:ired because o:f increased costs in labor, power, and ·other 
operatinq costs. Applica.."!.t has experienced operating losses £or the 
past several years and continued losses would result in undue hard­
ship to applicant; therefore, the increases meet the criteria :for 
exception to ~e P=esident's wage-price guidelines. 

Ap?licant's rates were last adjusted pursuant to authority 
granted by Decision 83358 dated August 27~ 1974 in Application 
52547. 
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Exhl.bit A., attached to the application, contains :revenue . 
and. expense data for the test year ended. June 30, 1979 together 
with adjust:ents to reflect the proposed increase in revenue should 
~e application be granted~ The exhibit discloses that during the 
test yea:, applicant sustained a loss of $12,114 and an operatin; 
ratio of 11S percent. Had the sous'ht rates been in effect durin; 
the test year, applicant would have realized a prcfit of S6,S87 
a!ter t~es and an opera tinS' ratio of 92.2 percent,. 

Notice of t.i.e proposed increase was sent to each. of 
applicant's storers. llJo objection to the sranting of the appli­
cation has been receivec.. 
Fi::.dings 

1. Applicant's rates were last ao..justec. by Deeision 83368 
dated A.usust 27, 1974 in Application 52547. 

2. Siuce applicant's rates were last adjusted, a~~licant 
has e.'Cperienced increases in eXfoenses, the most siS'nificant being 
tlle increased. cost 0: labor, power and other operating costs. 

3. Under the increase sous'ht herein, applicant estimates it 
will realize additional revenue of $21,233 and an operating ratio 
of 92.2 percent. 

4. ~he proposed increase in applicant's rates and charges 
has been shown to be justified. 

S. '::b.e ?roposec. continuance in fiscal accountin; procedure 
will assure applicant's economy of continuous operation and the 
avoidance 0: e.."-pense and delay of a costly change in accounting 
procedures. 

6. A public hea:in~ is not necessary. 
~he Commission concludes that the application should 

~e granted as set forth in ~~e ensuing order, and the effective~ . 
da~e 0: 1:.US order should be the date hereof because there is an 
i=med.iate ~eed for this rate relief. 

I: IS ORWLRED that: 
l. Ee~ Bean and Seed Warecouse, Inc. is authorized to 

establish the increased rates and to continue its current fiscal 
accounti:lS ~roce(lure :.-roposed in Apl:-lication 59228. Tariff 
publications auti'lorizec. to be :Jade as a result 0: thls order shall 
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~e filed ~ot earlier ~~n ~~e e==ec~ive date of this order and roay 
~ =ade effec~ive not earlier than five days after the effective 
elate of ~"'l.is order on not less ~"'an five days' notice to the Commission 
and to t..."'e public. 

2. ~he authority granted by this order shall expire unless 
exercised within ninety days after the effective date of this order. 

3. 'rhe authority granted by this order is s1.lbject to the 
el.-press conCi tion that al-'plicant will never urg'e before this 
CoItiI:lission in any p:::'oceec.ing uncler Section 734 of the Public 

U~lities Code, .or in ~~y other proceeding, that tr~s opinion.and 
order constitutes a finding of fact of the reasonableness of any 
?articula:: rate or charge. The filing of rates and eharges pursuant 
to tr~s orde:::, will be constru~d as a consent to this condition. 

~he e:fective date of ~s order is the date hereof. 
Dated- DEC 18 1979 


