Decision No. 91206 :‘JAN'&‘-" 7988. | | _ L; El:m @HNA&

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN

In the matte— of the application of

RAYMOND E. TRAHAN, dba GET-A-WAY : e
LINES, INC. for a Class "B'" certifi- ) Application No. 58990
cate to operate as a char:er-party - (Filed July 12, 1979)
carrier of passengers, Hzm ington S e .
Beach (File No. 3-7) o

Ravmond E. Trahan, for applicanc.

lat J. Celmins, Attormey at Law,
for Greynound Lines, Inc.; and
James H. Lvons, Attorney at law,
for Airport Sernce Ine. and
Orange Coast S:.ghtseeing Co. 3
protestants.

William Austin, the Com:.ss:.on
stafr.

e

- Get-A-Way Lines, ‘Inc. ‘(GetQA-Way) a; Caf:’.fom;a cotpe- :
_rat ion, seeks authority to operate as a Class o charter-party 'x'
carrier of passengers fronm :.ts headqw.trters in hu—ztington Beaeh 2
California. Get-A-Way proposes to. provide such service w::.th '-wo |
'1967 Silver Eagle passenger buses, each with a seatd ng capac '

£ 46 passengers, excluding the driver. , B N
A duly noticed public heanng was held before Ad:m:x.n*
strative Law Judge N, R. .,o‘mson on November 14 19 79, and: the.
matter was submitted on that date. Testimony was: presented on.
behalf of Get-A~Way by its president, R. E. ’rrahan and by its
vice president, B. A. Trahan; on behalf of Greyhound L‘.nes ‘Ine.
(Greyhound) by its assistant d:.rector of tra. f;c Henry Mitchell'
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and on behalf of Alxrport Service, Inc. (Airport) by its president,
D. B. Boyles, who is also the president of Airport's subs-idiary,' .
Orange Coast S:Lght:see:tng Company.. | ' |
According to the testimony of Mr. Trahan,. Get-A-Way
frequently leases buses, with or without drivers, to various
companies for charter-party use when these other companies are
unable to provide sufficient buses to meet their demands.
- Get-A-Way contemplates providing such charter-party""s'verv:toe-
directly rather than leasing its equipment to other comi:am‘.es |
to provide the service. This witness fuxther test ifi‘éd‘ that.
the periods of heavy demand, when it is assumed tb.at most of his
ch.a.rter-party business will be generac»d usually occur: on week—
ends when his buses are not bed ng used for home-to-work commuter
service between specific po:z.m:s in Gardena, Long Beach and
Westminster, on the one hand, and the Sa.n Onofre nuclear plcmt
on the other hand. -
. During the heanng, it was noted that the cert:.flcate
of publie conven..e_nce and necessity. to opera.te as a passenger :
stage corporation was issued to R. E. Trahan, an individual,
doing business as Get-A-Way Lines, and that it was noﬁ' t'rans-
ferred to Get-A-Way Lines, Inc. at the time of n.ncorporation
July 1, 1978. I-‘urthermore it was not: known whether the. t:.tle ‘
to the two buses, even though l:.sted as corporation prope‘x:ty :x.n
Get-A-Way's 1978 anmual report, was in the. name of R. E. 'l'raba.n, S
the individual, Get- A-Way Lines Company, or Get-A-Way Lines, Inc.
The same is txue of the insurance for the passenger stage opera-
tions. The order that follows will provide for the clanf;catz.on
of these apparent dlscrepanc:.es. ‘ ‘
According to the record, as of December. 31, 1978
Get-A—Way had $82, 426 of assets and’ cun'ent l:La.b:.lxt:.es of
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$15,462, advances payable equipment, and other long-te*m oblzga--
tions of $29,801, corporate stock of $30 708 and’ earned surplus
of $6,455. _

Testimony presented on behalf‘of'creyhound indicated'

that: . : : . L

1. Greyhound possesses a Class "A" certificate to opexate
as a charter-party carrier of passengers. ' ,

2. Greyhound has sales offices in many of the communxties
within Get~A-Way's proposed sexvice area. :

3. Greyhound has 1 747 1ntereity buses licensed in
‘California. . ‘(

4. Greyhound actively solicits charter-party passengers.

5. Greyhound has numerous charters orxgxnating.withln
Get-A-Way's proposed service area that would be subject to
diversion should the requested permit be gxanted _

6. There is no need for additional charter—party operators
to be granted chartex-party permits.

Testimony presented on.behalf of Alxport lndlcated that?

1. Aixport possesses 87 coaches sultable for charter-party
service. ‘ ‘

2. Forty-nine of these buses, including exght used for
standby, are required daxly, leavzng 38 buses. available—for
charter-party service.

3. Airport advertises the availabi lxty of. eharter-party |
buses and actively solicits such business.

4. There is no need for addztxonal charter-party operators
to be granted charter-party permits.

The bases for Greyhound's and A;rport s Joxnz allega-
tion that there is no need to grant addxtlonal charter. partles
for the area in question is that both Greyhound,and Adxport.
gererally have buses available for charter-party service and
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the granting of the requested permit could result iﬁ'the‘divefSion
of traffic. It is noted; however, that at this time companles
other than Greyhound and A;rpo*t are leasxng buses from Get-Armay
to accomodate peak usage. It is axiomatic that any dxverszon
of passengexrs from Greyhound and/or Airport is essentzally
unchanged whether GCC-A-WaV'prov1des the charter-party service
directly oxr through another companv. In. additlon. it should be
noted that this nation's antitrust laws and polxcxes are premlsed
on the understanding that competltxve service generally results
in a superior overall level of service to the publmc. In the
area of charter-party bus operations, competltxon will have 2
direct bearing on the quality of overall treatment afforded.
passengers, rates, scheduling, equipment cdnditidn;‘and“dpera-
tional iInmovation generally. <California needs anginfkux;ofv
vigorous, inmovative thinking and application if”publicly
acceptable alternatives to private auto use are to fully develop.
We state now that competition in the area of cbarter-party bus
operations is a most desirable goal. Consequently, a pol;cy of
fostering limited competi:ion,un&er'regulatidnfwould'h&ve‘a
beneficial effect for the public iﬁ:erest'in'that it:wouldktend
to lead to development of a territory and improved methods, |
forms, ox routes of tramsportation and would best meet special
requirements of segments of the general public. Furthermore,
it would tend to promote good service and to hold down: fares.
We believe that the competitxon of ideas and results is healthy :
and, accordingly, we look to the circumstances of. each ‘applica “
tion to determine whether public interest requires granting the
requested authorization. The grantzng or wzthholdxng of charter-
party permits is a leglslatrve act restxng wzthxn our dmecretlon.'
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Findings of Fact

1. GetﬁA-way-proposes to provmde sexvice as a charter-
party carrier of passengers from its headquarters in Huntlngton.
Beach.

2. Get-A-Way is engaged as a’ passenger stage corporatlon
transporting passengers between the San Onofre power statlon
on the one hand, and specific points in the—cxtles of. Gardena
and Long Beach, on the other hand. :

3. Get-A-Way plans to conduct its charter-party opera=-
tions when the buses are not belng,operated 1n.accordance'w1th
its passenger stage certificate.

4. Get-Arway has the abxlxty, expermence, equzpment and

' financial resources to perfbrm the proposed service.

5. Public convenience and necessity require that the
sexrvice proposed by Get-A-Way be established.

6. Competition between Get-A-Way and other cextificated
charter-party carriers, to the extent it will exist, wmll have
a beneficial effect for the public 1nterest in that lt will -
lead to the development of the territory sexrved and. wmll promote
good service. '

7. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possi-
bilizy that the activity *n questzon may have a sxgnlfzcant
effect on the envirorment.

8. All assets, authorizatioas, certifzcates, lnsuxance
etc., that presently are part of the operations of GetwA-Way
Lines Company and/or Raymond E. IraHan should be transfe*red
to Get-A-Way Lines, Inc.

Conclusions of Law

1. 7The applxcat .on should be granted as set forth xn
the ensuing order. - I

)
|
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2. An appropriate application bhould be filed to prov:.de
for the tranmsfer of all assets, authorizationm, cert:.fn.cates
insurance, etc., that are presently held by Get-A-Way .eines _
Company- to Get=A-Way Lmes Inc. |

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. A certificate of public convenience and neees-s:x.ty, to
be ~-ene'u.re«:l each year, shall be issued to applicant Get-A-Way :
Lines, Inc., authonz:.ng it to operate as a Class "B" 'charter-
party carrier of passengers., as defined in Sect:;.on 5383 of‘ the
Publie Utilities Code. ‘ , .

‘2. Such authorization is limited to the p:.ckup of passen-
gers within a radius of 40 air miles from the applicant’s home
terninal in the city of Huntington Beach. | |

3. In providing service pursuznt to the cert:.f:.cate
herein granted, applicant shall comply with and observe the
following sexrvice regulation. Fallure to do so may result in
a cancellat:.on of the operating authority.

- Applicant shall be required, among other
things, to comply with and observe the
safety rules administered by the Califormia
Highway Patrol, the ru}.es and other regula- .
tions of the Commission's General Qrder
No. 98-Series, and the insurance require-
ments of the Commission's Genexal Order

. No. ll5-Sexies. _ S |

A.} Within sixty. da.ys after the effective date of this order,
Get-A-Way Lines, Inc. shall file an appropriate a.ppl:.cation under
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Scction 851 of the Public Urtilities Code to transfer all assets,
authorizations, certzfmcates, insurance, ete., that are presencly
retained by Get-A-Way Lines Company to Get-A-Way Lines, Inc.

The effective date of this order shall be th:.rty days
after the date hereof.

Dated JANS- "qm ~, at San F:antisco,x-Ca'J;ifomia;--z




