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Decision No. 9:1206 . dAN S~~ 1580 

In the matt:e= of the application. of ) 
RAYMOND E. TRA.HA...~. db.a Gf:t-A-WAY ) 
LINES,. INC. for a ClAss fiB" certifi- ) 
ca1:e to, operate as a charter-party ) 
carriel:' ofpassenge=s. Huntington ) 

Ap?lication No .. 58990< 
(Filed,J'uly 1:2" 1979,) 

Beach (File No.B-7). ) 

-----------------------------) 
Ravmond E. T-rahan. for applicant. 
Lac j & Cebri.ns,. Attorney at I.aw,. 

for GreyhoUnd Lines. Inc.; and 
James H. Lyons 9 Attorney at Law, 
tor Airpor1: se%vice,. Inc. and 
Orange Coast Sightseeing Co.; 
'Protes~nts. 

'William Austin.. for the Commission 
staff.. ' 

O?INION 
~---- ..... -- .' 

-:: Get-A-W'ay Lines ~ Inc. (Get-A-Way),. a California corpo-
ration. seeks authority to operate asa Class ''B,'' charter';';party 
carrier of passengers from its headquarters in Huntington Beach, - -
California. Cet-A-W'ay proposes to .. provide such serviee'rith. ewt> . 

·1967 Silver Ea~le passenger buses, e3.cn with as.eating ca-pacity 

of 46 passengers~excludi.."'l.g the driver. 

A duly' notieed public hearing was heldb,efore Admini- , 

strativc law Judge ~. R. Johnson on November 14~ 1979, and,the, 

m..1.tter ~s submitted on that date •. Testimony was·,l)resented on 

behalf of Get-A~Way by its president. R. E. Trahan, and by its . 
vice ?rcsident~'~ B-. A. Trahan; on behalf of Greyhound Lines,. Inc. 

(Greyhound) by its assistant director of eraffic~Hen...ry}{:Ctchell;· 

-1-



• • A.58990 S'W r ' 

and on beba~f of Airport: Serv'ice~ Inc. (Ai:rport) by its president~ 

D. B. Boyles, W'ho is also the president of Airport"s. subsidiary, 

Orange Coast: Sightseeing Company •. 

According. to the ees-t:1mony of.Mr ~ Trahan" Get":A-Way 
frequently leases buses, with or wi-t:hout drivers, to. ,various. 

companies for charter-patty use when these other companies are 

unable to provide sufficient: buses to meet t:heir demands~ 
Get-A-Way cont:emplates providing such charter-party service 
directly rat:her than leaSing its equipme.."'lt to other companies 

to provide the service. This witness further testified that 
. ' . 

the periods of hea:vy demand, ~en. it is ass\XIlled' th3. t, most of his 
charter-party business will be genera.ted, usually occur' on week
ends when his buses are not being used for home-to-~rk commu.ter 
service becween specific poiues in Gardena, ~ng Beach, and 
Wcst:ninster, on the one hand, and the san Onofre nuclear plant,. 

on the other hand~ 

During the hearing, it was noted that the certificate 
, ~ " . 

of public convenience and necessity to operate as a passenger 
stage corporation was issued to R~ E. l'rahau,.; an individual, 

doing: business as Get-A-Way Lines, and that it ~s not trans
ferred to Get-A-Way ,Lines '" Inc. at the t:ime' of incorporation, 
July 1, 1978:. 'Fu....-ehermore, it was not known~ether t:he titJ.e 
to the two buses~ even though listed as corporation. propetty in . 
Get-A-Way's 1978 annual repo~,. ~s in the name. of R. E. :'ti-aban~ . 

the individual, Get-A-Way Lines Company ~or Get~A-Wti.y Lines,. 'Inc. 

The same is true of the insurance for t:he passetlgerstageopera
tions. The order t:h.a.t folloWs 'Will provide for t:he clarification 
of these apparent discrepaucies. 

According to the record~ as of December 3-1, 1978;, 

Get-A-Way had, $82;426 of assets and'current: liabilities,of 
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$15,462, advances 

tions of $29,801,. 

of $6,.455. 

payable" equipment, and o~her long-term. obliga

corporate stock of $30,708,. and earned surplUs 

Testimony presented on behalf of Greyhound indica~ed 

that: 
1. Greyhound poss~,sses a Class "AI" certificate to operate 

> 

as a charter-party carrl.er of passengers. 
2. Greyhound has sales offices in, many of the communities 

within Ge~-A-Way' s proposed service area. 
3. Greyhound has 1,.747 intercity buses licensed in 

California. 
4. Greyhound actively solicits charter-party passengers. 

5. Greyhound has numerous charters originating:, wi:thin 
Get-A-Way's proposed service area that would be sub-jeett<> 

diversion should the re<:tuested permit be granted • 
. - . 

6. There is no need for additional' charter-party operators 
to be granted chaner-p.a.rey penrtits. 

Testimony presented on behalf of Airport indicated that~ 

1. Airport possesses 87 coaches suitable for charter-party 

service. 
2. Forty-nine of these buses,. including eight used for 

, ., 
standby". are required daily', leaving 3S buses availab,le for 

charter-party service. 
3. Ai.rport: advertises the availability of charter-party 

buses and actively solicits such business., 
4. There is no need for additionalchart:er-part:y operators 

to be granted charter-party permi.ts. 

'!he bases for Greyhound f s and. Airport's joint allega

tion that the'.t'e is no 'I'lced: to grant additiotlal charter. parties 

for the area in questi6n is tba t both Greyh~und and Airport 

generally have buses available for charter-party ser:v:Lce and 

.' , . ; 
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the granting of the requested permit could result in the diversion 

of trAffic. It is noteci~, ho-;,.~er ~ that: at this t:ime companies· 

othe= than G=eyhound and Airport are leasing buses from Get-A-Way 
.. ,,' 

to accommod.a:ce peak usage. It is axiomatic that any diversion, 
o-f passengers from Greyhound and! or Airport is essentially 

1: . 

unchanged whether Get:-A-Wayprovides the cha~er-p.a.rty service 

directly or through another c~pany" In;add'ition" itshoutd'be 
noted that this nation t s antit1:USt laws and' policies are premised 
on the understanding that competitive ser.ri.ce generally results 

in a superior overall l~el of ser.ri.ce to the public. In the 
area of chart~-par~y bus operations" competition 'Will h.s.ve a 
dircc-e bearing on the quality of overall -ereatmentafforded 

passengers" rates, scheduling, equipment condition", andopera-, 

tional innovation genera;lly. California needs an influx of 
vigorous, innovative thinking and application if publicly, 
acceptable alternatives to privat:e auto use are to fully develop. 
'We state now that competition in the area of charter-party bus 
operations is a most desirable goal. Consequently, a ;?Olicy of 
fostering limited competition under regulatiou'would have a 

beneficial effect for the public interest in that it· 'WOuld tend 
to lead to development of A terrl.tory and improved, methods, 

for.:ns, or routes of transportation and would bestmeets"ecial 
requirements of segments of the general ?u'b-lic. Furthermore,. 
it would tend to promote good serlri.ce and to hold down: fares. 
'We believe tha-=. the competition of ideas and resul1:s is heal1:hy 

and,.. accordingly, we look to the circumstances of, each ap".lica
tion to determine whether public interest requires granting the' 

::equest:ed authorization. The granting or 'W'it'hholding ·of cha.rter

party pennies is a legislative act. resting within our discretion. 
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Findings of Fact . 

1. Get-A-Way pro?Oses to provide service asa charter
party carrier of passengers from its headquarters· in Hun1:ington 
Beach. 

2. Get-A-Way is engaged as a· passenger stage corporation 

transporting passengers between the San. Onofre power sta:1:ion" 

on the one hand" and specific points in the cities of Gardena. 
and. Long. Beach" on the other hand p 

3. Get-A-Way plans to conduct its charter-party opera-: 
tions when the buses are not being operated in. accordance with 
its passenger stage cert.ificate .. 

4. Ge1:-A-Way has the ability" experience, equiprrlent, and 
financial resources to perform the proposed service. 

S. Public convenience and necessity require that the 
service proposed by Get-A-Way be established. 

6. Competition between Get-A-Way and other certificated 
.. 

charter-party carriers,. to th~ extent it will exist, will have 
a beneficial effect for the public interest in that it will 
lead to the de'V"elopment of the te:n:itory served' and. will promote 
good serrice .. 

7... It can be seen with certainty that there is no possi

bilit.y that the activity in question. may have a significant 
effect on the ~ronment .. 

8.. All assets" authorizations" certificates". insurance, 
etc .. " that presently are pare of the operations of Get-A-Way 
Lines Company and! or Raymond E.. Trahan, should be transferred 
to Get-A-'Way Lines" Inc .. 

Conc 1usions of Law 

1... The application should be granted as se-e forth in: 
the ensuing order. 
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2.. .A:n appropriate application should be' filed to. provide 

for the t=ansfer of all assets. authorization.certifiea:r:es, 

insurance, etc. ~ that are presently held by Get-A-Way ti~es: 

Company-to. Get-A-Way Lines, Inc. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1 •. A certificate of public cotxV'enience and necessity, to 

be renewed each year, shall be issued to applieant,Get-A-Way 

Lines,. Inc., authorizing it to operate as, a Class ''',S;tr', charter

party ca~er of passengers., as defined in SeCtion 5383: of' the 

Public Utilities Code. 
2. ' Such authorization is limited to the pickup, of pass~n

gers within a radius of 40 air miles from the applicant's home' 

terminal in the city of Hm1r:ington' Bea.ch .. 
3 .. ~ providing service purs~nt to the certificate 

herein gr.a.nted,ia~i>liC4nt shall coml>ly w:i:th and observ'e the 
following service regulation. Failure to do so may result in 

a cancellation of the operating authority. 
Applicant shall be required, among other 
things, to comply with and observe the 
safety 'r"..llcs administered by the' california 
Ri.ghway Patrol, the rules and other regula- . 
tions of the Commission t s General Order 
No. 9'S-Series, and the insurance reqUire
ments of the Commission's General Order 
No. l15-Serics. 

4. 'Within sixty days after the effective da.teof this order, 
Get-A-Way Lines, Inc. shall file an appropriate application under 
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-, 

Section 851 of the Public Utilities Code to transfer all assets., 
Au-ehorizations:. cettifiCA'tes, insurance" etc.:. that are presently 
retained by Get-A-Way Lines Company to Get-A ... Way Lines, Inc. 

The effective cIa te of 'this order shall be thirty 'days 

after the date hereof. 
Dated JAN 8 - i9SO ' at San Francisco"Ca"lifornia., 

" 


