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Decision No. -----
BEFORE TEE PJ'BLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION' OF T.HB STATE OF CKLI!!O'RNIA 

.A:PPLICA!1.ION or ~ COUNTY OF BUTTE 
TO CONSTRO'CT A PEDESTRIAN-BIXE 
CROSSING., VICD."'ITY STATE R~ 32-
Ali""D CALIFOID-."'IA ST~E UNIVERSITY., CHICO 
AT SOUTEE?N PACIFIC TRANSPOaT~ION 
COMPANY MAn"'LD."E. PROPOSED CROSSING 
NO. 0-184-.7 IN TEB CITY OF CB:ICO., 
COUNTY OF EO'TTE 

OPINION ......... - ........ ---

AJ)plicatio:l No. 58151 
(Fi1ee June 16, 1978) 

As part of the project to eon~et a paved pedestrian-bike 
path !rot'l State Route, 32 to Cali!'or.c.ia State University, Chico, the 
COTlo:ty of Butte re~t1ests authority to construct: a j)edestria:o.-oike 

• '.... c:"ossi:c.g at grade across the· t:"a~s o! Southern Pacific Tra:lSportat:io::l 
Co:npa:y' s ~..ai!l L:be near Chico, Butte County. 

AppliC3.:lt is the lead agency tor- this project pursuant to 
the E:lvi=o:::me:.tal Quality Act or 1970, as a:nended, Public Resources Code, 
Section 21000 et seq. 

Ute:" preparation and review or an Initial Study ~ the Co'Oll:ty 
or Butte issued a Negative Declaration and approved this project. On 
NOV'ember 2, 1979, a Notice 01" Determi:o.atio:l was riled with the Butte 
Com:tty Clerk which faand that If The project will not ha.ve asignifiC3llt 
e1"fect on the environment.~ 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under 
CEQA and has independently evaluated and. assessed tbe lead agency's· 

Initial Study ~ Negative Deelaration. The site O'f the propOsed project 
has also been inspected by the Commissio~ staft. 

Constrttction of the pedestrian-bike path will provide a safe 
route for students and pedestrians living west 01" the tracks who commute 
on foot or bicycle to Cali!'O':r:tia State University, Chico,. and other areas 
east or the tracks. Nearby laJld uses inclUde Calitornia State University., 
Chico, teDnis courts't B.:l apartment building and a single family. residence. 

N'otice~ of the application was published in the Comissionts 
Daily Calendar on June 20, 1978. No protests have 'been received:~ A 
public hearing is not necessar,r. 
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FINDINGS 
~------~ 

Atter consideration. the Commission !:illds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized. to. construct a pedestrian-bike 

path at grade across the traCks of Southern Pacifie. Tran~ortation 
CompaDyt s Main. Line near the City of' Chieo.. Butte Cow:rty ..at the location 
and substantially as sho,,"'ll by :plans attached to the application .. to be 

identified as Crossing C-184.7-D. 
2. Clearances should con!o:r.m to General Order 26-D. Walkways should 

CO~O:r:l to Genexa1 Order 118. 
3. Protection at the croSSl:c.g should be two Standard No·. ',10 

autonatic fiaShing light pedestrian signals (General Order75-C). The 
pedestria:o. crossing signs should 'be modit'iec.to read ":RA.ILROAJ) 

CROSSm - :BICYCLE ~"D PEDESTRIANS ONLY." 
4. Construction or the crossing should 'be equal or superior to. 

Stand.ard. No.1 ot General Order 72-B. 
5. Const:::-o.ction cost ot the crossing and installation cost or the 

auto~tic protection' should be bor.:c.e by the ap~lieant. 
6. !'43.intena:lce of the crossing- should be in accordance w-l th General 

Order 72-B. Y~tenance cost of' the automatic protection Should be 

borne by the applica:lt pursuant to the provisions ot Section 1202'.2 of 

the Public Utilities Code. 
7. Construction plans ot the eross:i:o.g.. approved by the Southern 

Pacific Transportation COmpaIlY' .. together with a copy 0'£ the agreement 
entered into between the parties involved, should "be filed. witl?- 'the 
Commission prior to commencing construction. 

8. Applicant is the lead agency :tor this projeet. pursuant to the 
Ca1i1'ornia Enviromnental Q.ua.l'ity Act 0'£ 1970 .. as amended. 

9. ~ Commission is a responsible agen~ for this project and has 
independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initial: Study' and 
Negative .l>eclaration. 

10.. This project ~ll have no· sigc.i!icant impact on the environment. 

-2-



• • A. 58151 SD 

", 
CONCLUSION --- .... _--..-.---

On the basis of the toregoing findings, we conclude that the 
applieatio:l should be granted as set torth.in the 1"o11owing order: 

IT IS ORDERED tllat: 

1. The County or Butte is authorized to construct a ;pedestrian-bike 
:path at grade across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation 

, ' 

Company's l1a.inL:ine near the' City of Chico, Butte COUllty, as set ,torth in 
the findings 01" this decision. 

2. 'Within thirty days after completion, purS'U3llt to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire ir not exercised ~'ithin two 
years unless time be extended or i1" the above conditions are not complied 
"-'i th. Authorization lllay be revoked or modified it pub1ic convenience,. 
necessity or safety so require. 

The e!'fecti ve date o! t!ti. s order shall be tlUrty days after the 
date hereof. 

Date<! ___ ...;'J_A_N_2_9_1..;,9.88:.;.;_;;;..' ____ at S~ Fra.neisco-, Cali.fo:rnia':' 


