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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TES STATE OF CAI;IFORI\'IA

Application of the State of California

Department of Transportatioz for an

ordexr authoriziag the coanstruction of

a crossing at separation of grade over

the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka axnd Application No. 58784
Saxta Fe Railway Company's Fresuo (Filed Apxil 6, 1979)
Interurban Branck Track at approximate (Lrended Nay 1, 1979)
Railread Milepost 0.74 and Eighway

Station 1330+84.09 in cormection with

the comstructiorn of State Route 41 on

new aligament from Divisadexo Street

to Bullard Avenue in the City of Freso,

Comnty of Fresno.

CPINIOX

As part of the Fresno Metropolitan Freeway P*oaect o Routes
41 aaé 180, the State of California, Departmexnt of Tramsportation,
requests authority to cozstruct a grade separation Structure, to be knowz
as the "Floradora Avenue Overhead” over the tracks of The Atchison,
Topeka and Sanmta Fe Railway Compary's Fresno Interurban Branch track in
the City of Fresno, Fresuo Couxty. _ « ‘

The Califorsia Eighway Comzissioz 1/is the lead agezcy for the
Fresno Metropolitan Freeway Project on Routes 41 and 180, pursuamt to the
California Environmertal Quality Act of 1970, as amended. After review
of an Envirommental Impact Report, the Califorria Eighway Commission
approved the project and on Novembder 4, 1977, filed a Notice of Detem...n-
ation with the Secretary for Resources which found tha'c "The proaect will
bave a significant effect on the exvironment.”.

1/ AB4O2, which becsme law on Jauvary 1, 1978, established the
California Transportation Commission as successor to the California
Highway Commission, effective February 1, 1978.
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The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CZRQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's
Environmental Impact Report. The site of the propesed project has also
been inspected by the Coxmission's staff. o

Major adverse effects of the project are the displaée:zent‘ of
people azd dusinesses, loss of housing, increased noise at specific
locations, aesthetic effects, and the disruption to meighborhood stability
'b-ough* oz by tb.e excessive amownt of lead time prioxr to aotual construc—
tion. Temporary d:.smp.,:.o_.s will also occur during cons ruct:z.o“ and |
initial operation of each stage. |

Mitigation measures include the Relocation Assistance and
Relocavion Payment Prograzns, sownd bary 1ers, architectural deez.g:n, land-
scaping and construction comtrols. | - .

Notice of the application was publisked in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on Ap=il 9, 1979. No protests have been received. 4
public hearing is zot necessary. ' -

FINDINGS

ter consideration, the Commission finds:

l. Applicant should be authorized to comstruct the "Floradora
Avenue Overhead"” over the tracks of The Atckison, Topeka ané Sazta Fe
Rallway Company's Fresao Izterurban Branch track in the City of Fresmo,
Fresno County, at the locatior and substantially as shown by the plazns
attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing 26-0.74=A.

2. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-D
except that during the period of construction, a clearance of mot less
than 20' O'" above top of rails should be authorized and The Atchison,
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company should be authorized to operate with
such reduced overhead clearance provided that imstructions are issved by
the railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding employees 'jt:o ride
on tops of cars Deneath the structure. ‘ |

5. Applicant should notify the Commission and The Atchison, Topeka
and Saxta Fe Railway Company at least 15, but not more tha.n 30 days iz
advance of the date when the temporary.impaired clearance w::.ll be crea‘ted.




4., Walkways should conform to General Order 118. Walkways adjacent
to any trackage subject to rail operations should be maintained free of
obstructions and should promptly be restored to the:.r ong:.nal condition
in the event of damage during censtruction.

5. Construction and nmaintensnce costs of the "Floradora Avenue
Overhead" should be borme in accordance with ax agreexezt to be extered

into between the parties relative thereto, and copies of the agreemext,

together with plans of the crossing approved by The Atchison, Topeka and
Sazmta Fe Railway Company, should be filed with the Commission. prior to
commencing construction. Should the parties fail to ag;rée’, the Commission
will sapportion the costs of construction and maintenance by further order. -
' 6. The California Eighway Commissioz is the lead agency for the
resno Metropolitan Freeway Project on Routes 41 and 180, pﬁrsua %0 the
California Envirozmental Quality Act £ 1970, as amended., and oz Am....

1277, approved its Final Envirosment tal Report,wm.ch bas been f:.led with
the Coxxmission.
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7. The Commission is a responsible agency for 't:h:.s proaect and kas
indepexcdently evaluated and assessed the California Eighway Coxmission's
Final Environmexntal Impact Report.

8. Tris project will khave a significant ei‘i‘ec‘c on the environment;

however, the adopted nitigatior measures should adeguately offset the
adverse inmpact.

CONCLUSION

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclude that the
application should be granted as set forth in the following order.

IT IS ORDERED that: .
1. The State of Cal:.i'omza, Department of Transpartanon, is |
authorized to construct the "Floradora Avenue Overhead" over the tracks
of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company'’'s Fresno Interurbaz

Branch track in the City of Fresno in Fresno County,as set Ior-t:h a.n the
r:.nda.ngs of this decision.
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2. Witkhin thirty days after completion, pursuant to this order,

applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within three
. yeaxs unless time be extended or if the adove conditions are not com-
plied witk. Authorization may be Trevoked or modified If pudlic con-
venience, necessity or safety so require.

The effective date of this order skall be thirty days after
the date hereof. 7 a

Dated JAN 28 1850 » at San Franeisco,

Califorzia. _ _ ( -

Com=lsslonor Clalre 7. Dedrick. Yolmg
Becessarily abgont. 414 not participate -
in the dZsposition of this procoodisg.




