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:BEFORE TEE PO:BLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF ~ STATE: OF C~IFOm..~ 

Ayplication or the State or Cali!o~a ~ 
Departme:t or Transportatio~ tor ~ 
order authorizi:lg the constructio:l 0'£ 
a crossing at separatio:l or grade over ) 
the tracks 01: ~e Atchison~ Topeka a:J.c. ) 
Sa:ta :Fe Railway CO:Pa:ly's Fresno ) 
~terur~ Br~Ch Track at approxicate ) 
Railroad ~ilepost 0.74 and Highway ) 
Station 1330+84.09 in co:nection with l 
the construction or State Route 41 on 
new ali~~t !~o~ Divisadero Street 
to :Bullard Avenue in the City of mS:lo~ 
County o~ Fresno. 

OPINION - ~ -. - - --" 

Application No.58?S4 
(Filed April 6, 1979) 
(~enc.ed ~~y 1~ 1979) 

As pa=t of the Fres=o l"ietropo1itan Freeway Project on Ro':;tes 
41 a:ld 180~ the State of Ca1ifo=na, Depart..!ent o! Transpor--...atio=., 
requests authority to construct a g:ade sepa.::-ation structure, to- be know: 
as the ftFlorado:::-a Avenue Overl:.ead1't over the t:::-acks o! The Atclrison, 
~o:peka a=.c. Sa:lta Fe Railway CO~:jt s Fres:lOo Inte:w:ba:l BranCh track i: 
the City of Fresno, Fresno County. 

The California Eighway Co~ssion 1Ii5 the.lead age:cy tor the 
Fresno Metropolitan Freeway Project on Routes 41 and 180, :pursua:.t to the 
C~li!o:rn.ia Environmental Quality .Act 01" 1970., as amended. A!ter review 
of an Envi.-omne.ntal Impact Report., the Calilornia Highway Commission 
approved the project ~d OD Nove~ber 4., 1977~ 1"iled a Notice or Determin­
ation with the Secretary 1"or Resources which 1"o'lmd tha.t "The :project will 
have a significant e~tect OD the enviromnent." 

y AB402., which became law on Januar,r 1., 1978., established the 
Cali!'or.rr.1a !:r:ansportation CODission as successor to the CaJ.i1"or.o.ia 
Highway Commi8sion~ e.t.!eetiTe Feb:ruary 1, 1978 • . .... _ .. 
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~e Commission is a responsible agency tor tbi s project 
under CEQA and bas independently evaluated and assessed the leadage~cy's 
Enviro:cJnental Impact Report:. The site o!'the pro:r>osed project has. also 
been inspected by the Co:mission's sta~!,. 

Major adverse effects of the project are the displace~~t o! 

people ~d b~si!lesSeS9 loss ot housing~ increased noise at speei!ic 
locations, aesthetic effects, and the disruption to neighbor~O«i stabili't;y 
brought on by the excessive amo~t of lead time prior to actual construc­

tio~. T~j)o::ary disr...."Ptio:lS will also oecu:rdu.-~6· eO:lstructio::l3:lc 
initial operatio~ o£ each stage. 

Mitigation measures include the Relocation Assistance and 
Reloeatio:o. ?ay::le:l~ ?rogra:lS, sOu:ld barriers~ a:chitectural de'tie=., la.."":.d­
seaping a:lC constr..:ction cO:ltrols .. 

Notice of the application was published i~ the Co==issio~'s 
Daily Calendar O::l Ap:-i19, 1979. No protests bave bee::., received. A 

public hearing is not necessary. 

FIN DIN G S, -----_ .... -
After consideration, the Commission finds: 

1. Applicco t should be authorized to co:o.struet the "Floradora 
Ave:ue Overhead" over the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Sa:o.ta Fe 

:Railway Compa:ly·s Fres:lC> bterurba::l Bra:lch track ill the Cityot Fres:o.o·, 

Fresno County, at the location and substantially as shown by, the plans 
attached to' the application .. to be identi:f:i.ed as CrossiDg. 2G-O.74-A.. 

2. Clearances should be in accordance with General.,Order 2~D ., 

except that during the period. or constructio:l., a clearance o! no:t less 
tba:l 20' 0" above top o! rails should be· authorized and The AtchiSon, 
Topeka a:ld Santa Fe Railway Com;>an:r sll¢u.ld be a.uthorized to- operate with 
sneh reduced overhead clearance provided that instxuctions are issued by 
the railroad and tiled with the Commission forbidding employees to ride 
on tops or cars beneath the stl"ttctu.re. 

3-. Applicant should notii'y the Commission and ~he Atebison~ Topeka 
and' Sa:ata Fe :Railway Company at least 15~ but not more than 30 days in 

advance or the date when the temporary. impaired clea:r:8llce Will be created. 
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4. 'Walkways should eon!o:rm to General Order 118. Walkways adjacent 

to any traCkage subject to rail operations should be maintained free of 
obstructiotlS and should pX'Om;>tly be restored to their origilial conditio=. 
in the event ot d.a::a.ge during constructio~_ 

5. Construction a:ne maintena:c.ce costs or the "Floradora. AvetJ.ue 

Overhead" should. be bOr:le in accorda:lce with a::. ag:-ee::lent to be e:lterec. 
into between the parties relative thereto, a.:e. cOj)ies of' the agreC':'le:lt, 
together 'With plans o! the crossing approved by The Atchison. Topeka a::.d 

Sa:lta Fe Railway CO:rJ:pa.:lY., should be :riled with the Co:m:ission· prior to 
co:::t:ne:J.cing cO:l.stmctio:l.. Should the parties tail to agree, the Co=issio:1 
will apportion the costs or eonstruction and lnS.intenanee 'by !llrther oreer. 

6. The Ca1i!oDlia Highway Co=issio=. is the lead age:ley tor the 
Fres:o ~etropolitan Freeway Project on Routes 41 and 180., yU::-sr;a::.t to the 
Ca1i!o:"D.ia Enviro::lme:ltal. Quill ty Act o! 1970, as a:mendee.,. and O:l A:?ril 8, 
1977., approved its Fi:lal E:lviro::::le:ltal ReJ)ort,which ha s 'been 1'iled with 
the Co:-;ssio:l. 

7. The Co~ssion is 3. respo:lsible agency tor this project ~d 'bas 
independently evaluated 8:ld assessed the Cali!omia: :a:ie:h .... -ay Co=ission's 
Final ~viron=e:ta1 ~aet Report. 

8.. ~his p:::oject will have a signifiea:lt e1':f'ect 0:0 the envi:::o:o.:l.en't; 
bowever, the adopted :itigatio: measures sb.ouldadequately o!!set the . 

adverse impact. 

CONCLUSION -- --- -, .... --- ... --- ~ ..-. .-. 

On the basis or tbe !oreg1cing !inQ.ngs, we co::.clude that the 

application should be granted as set !orth in the !ollowing. order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The State or Cali!omia, Department o~ Transportation, is 
autborized to construct the "Floradora Avenue Overhead" ever the tracks 
o! Tlle Atellison., Topeka. and Santa :Fe Railway CompaDY' ~ :Fresno Interurba:l . 
:Branch track in the Cit,- o! :Fresno in Fresno CO'Cllty,as set !orth in the 
findings o! this decision. 
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2. Within thirty days a:Cter completion~ p'DrSuant to this or<ier~ 

appliC3:lt shall so advise the C¢xcmission in w:t"1tillg. 
This authorization shall expire i~ not exercised within three 

years 'IJ:lless ti:le be extended or ii' the above conditions are not com­
plied with. AuthOrization may be revoked or modi!ied if, public con~ 
venie:lce, :leeessity or safety so require. 

The e!!ective d~te or thl.s order shall be thirty days a~e::-
the date here of_ 

Dated ___ J_AN_2_9_1.;.;;;:as.i=-, __ _ 
C 1 0.,. 0 a l..o:-::l.a. 


