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:Decision No. 91394· . rm @ r IT fMf ~ [L 
BEFORE TEE PU:BLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STA~ &~,""".'~~I··IL=U . 

Ap:plieation of TU ATCEISON , ~ 
TOPEKA. ~"!) SANTA FE RAILwAY 
COr.?JU."Y for Autllori ty ~o YJ.3.ir.tain 
and Operate an I:lc:astria1 ~ad 
Track Across Cu::-tis ,Av~ue in the ~ 
Citj or Reedley,Coun~ or Fresno, 
State o! Calito=nia. 

OPINION .... ---_-......-

Application No. 59046' 
(Filed August 2, 1979) 

As part or the project ror construction Gr a cold storage 

warellouse 3:ld of rice building i:. the Reedley !ndustrio.l Park, The 
Atcb.iso::., Topeka anc. Sa::::a 'Fe ?..ailway Co::p~y requestsautho=ity to 
co:st::t:.ct a:l i:dUS"ttial lead track at g::ade ac=oss Curtis ;"·/en'C.e i:l the 

City or Reedley, P:re~o Cou:ty. 
Tlle City or Reedley is tlle lead agene.y tor construction of 

-:::lle cold sto=age .... -are::.o'C.Se a:ld ofrice builciing purSUB.:lt to the 
California E:lviromne:ltal Quality Act or 1970, as, runenc.ed, Public :aesou=ces 
Code, Seetion 21000, et seq. 

A!ter preparatio: a:d review or an In,itial Study,. the City of 
Reedley issued a Negative Decla:ation and approved the p~ject. On 
J 1 '% 1978 N· "':0 ~ .~. ~., ~ '~,...'I.. .... -u:le ;;, ;I ,a .. ot:.ce 0... e ... e::""'l" "'a "l.O::l ,\"a$ ... ,-_e\,;. Wl. ... _ ...... e .t' ... es:lO 
Cou,:,:ty Clerk w~iell i'ou=.c, 'that "The l'=o:posed p=oject will· not have a 
siglli!iC3.::lt i:::lpact O::l the environment." 

The Cotltlission is a responsible age:::.cy tor thi S :;:>=oject U::lce:­
CEQA and bas ~depe:ldently evaluated a:::.d assessed the lead agency's 
Initial Stuey and Negative Declaratio::l.. The site or the prop¢sec.proj,ect 
has also be~ inspected by the Commission start. 

The proposed. i:ldustrial lead track will p:-ovide rail service 
to a cold· storage warehouse which is being const:-ucted in the Reedle:r~ 
!:ldustrial Park. The project site is loeated iIi a area that is· 

prima...-ily i:ldustr.ia.l a:ld eo:r::ercia1 ~-ith lij")~ted!ar.ning operatio:cs. 
Property to tlle south is desigoated :tor light :matJ.u1'acturlng wi tb 

properti'es on the other three sides located in a:ld zO::led bY' the County 
0;( Fresno. 
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Applicant advises that the :industry to be served has need tor 

rail service at the earliest possible date a::ld, therefore, requests . ; 

that the usual th.irty-day waiting period ~,e wa~ved. 
Notice o~ the. application ~"3.S published in the ColIl:lission' s 

Daily Calend.s.=- O:l. A~st 7, 1979. No protests have 'been received.' 
A pu.blic hearing is not neeessa.7. 

FINDINGS 
~-.-,-~-~-

A!ter consiceration, the Co==ission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to co:.struct an industrial lead 
track at grade across Cu.-tis Avenue i:l the City or Reedley, "Fresno 
Co~ty, at the location a.::ld substa.:ltially as sho~':l by the plan attached 
to the application., to 'be identified as Crossing, 2V-47.8~. 

2. Construetio:l. of' the c::"Ossi:lS should be e~u.al or su.j:)e:-io:- to 
Standa:-d No. 1 of Gene=:-al Oree=:- ?2-B. 

3. Clea=a::tces should cO:'!Or:l to Ge:.e=al O=de:-, 26-D. walkways should 
con!o=m to ~eralOrC.e= 118. 

4. ?rotectio:l at the crossing Should be two Sta:lda...-c. No. 8-A 
!lash1:l.g light signals ~"ith cantilevers (General OKer 75-C)-

5. Fo=:- a period not to exceed one year !ro~ the date or this order, 

protection at the c=ossing :may be two St~d.ard. No,. l-R crossi:lg signs 
(Ge:le=al O:'C.er 75-C.) The ·sigo.s should 'be lettered, both Sides., on 

~, , I 

re!lectorized white 'backg::-oUDd. No on-rail vehicle should' o:perate ever 
the crossi:l6 unless it is first brought to a stop a:d tra1":t:'ie 0:0. the 

road~"3.yp=otected by a =e~ber of the t=a~ c=ew., or other competent 
e=ployee of the railroad .. acti::.g as a flagman. ~he tlag:a.:l should :place 

a l:li:limum of' two fusees 0:' each side o! the track :prior to entry of 
the on-rail vehicle into the crossing. 

6. written instructions should be issued by the rail..."'"'Oa<i to 
trai=en.. operati:lg over the crossi'llg.. to co:::.uply ~'i tl:. the nagging 
instructio~. A copy of the i::lstructions should be :t:"iled. with the 
Com::o.ission wi thi:l. tl::.i..-ty days a:!'te:- in~allatio:o. or the .crossi:le;. 
Suitable sig:ls should 'be installed. on .both sides o~ C'tlr'tis Avenue .. 
calling the attention o~ trai:cmen to the !lagg;ing instructions. 
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Tbe flagging i:o.sructions ou.tlined herein should remain in full force 
until the required auto:matic protection is installed 3:ld operative. 

? Construction cost of the crossing and installation cost o~ the 
automatic proteeti:o:'l should be 'borne by tbe applicant. 

I 

8. Mai:l.te!la:o.ce of the crossing should be in accordance with, 
General O:-der 72-B. Maintenance cost 01: the autoZltic, p::otectio:i should 
be bo=:e by the applicant. 

9. The City of Reedley is the lead age:cy for this project pu...-­
suant to the California E:lviro:unental "uali-:y Act of 1970" as ame:c.ded.. 

10. The Commission is a responsible age:c.cy 1.'0:: this project a:o.e 
has :i.:J.de:pendently evaluated. and assessed the lead agency's Initial Study 

and Negative Declaratio:. 
11. This project will have no significa:c.t i:n';>act o:c. the enviro:c.me:o.t. 
12. ~he industry to be served requi=es rail: se:vice at the earliest 

possible date; therefore" the usual th::rty-day waiting. :period should be 
waived. 

CONCLUSION ------..-------
O:l the basis of tb.ei'oregoi:lg .findi:o.gs,we conclude that the 

a'Pplication should be gra:lted as set forth in the f:ollo"t.'i!lg ord.er: 

ORDER -----
IT IS ORDERED tbat: 

$S 1. The Atchisi9:c." Topeka a:ld Sa:ta Fe Railway Co~ny is authorized 
to construct a.:c. i:ldustrial lead track at g:-ade across Curti s Ave:lue i:l 

the City of Reedley" Fres::.o County" as set't'orth i:l the !i:o.<ii:l.gs of this 
decision. 

2. Wit:!:lin thirty days a!ter cO!:lpletio:c..,. purSUa::lt to tbis Qrc.er" 
applicant shall so adVise the Co:::::.ission i::. ....-riting. 
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This authorization shall expire it: ::lot exercised. within one 
year lomless time be extended or if the above coxitions are not eomplied 
with. Authorization -may 'be revoked or modified it'· pu.1>lieeo:o.venienee, 
necessity or sa!ety so require. 

The e!'!eetive date 0-: this orde:- is the date hereoi". 
Dated. MAR.4 1980 San Fra:o.ciseo, California. 

P:res 1 dent 

C~8s1¢:.or Cla.!roT. Ded%'1ek ... ~1:g . 
;~eeasa.r!.ly e.b!:Ol:.t. e.idnot ;ptl.rt1¢1:po.~ 
;.n th~ dis:"Q»si t.ion . o~ this. :proooc~ 

. . , .' . 


