Decision No.

S1468 MR 12 145

BEFORE THE FUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE S

Application of the City of Oroville foxr) <u5ez;' E;ﬁ?ﬁ%(»t?
an Order authorizing widening of tke . 2

existing ¢rossing at,separatqglgxade~ Apnlication No.-Saeal=>
between Bridge Street and the s’of (Filed January 28, 1980)~T %
The Westeran Facific RailroadfCo:;ény,

sometimes refexred t0 as the "Eridge
Street Overhead," FUC No. &4=-205.%A. h)

CPINION

Thre City of Oroville requests autkority to widen the Bridge
Street Overhead over The Western Pacific Railroad Company's Main Line in
the City of Oroville, Butte County.

The City of Oroville is the lead agency Lor this project pur-
suant o the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended,
Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et sec.

_ After preparatioz amd review of an Initial Study, the City of
Orgville issued a Negative Declaration and approved the project. On
Februvary 20, 1980, a Notice of Deterzination was filed with the ZButte
County Clerk whick foumd that "The project will not have a significant
effect oz the environment."”

The Commission is a responsible ageancy for this project under
CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency’s
- Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed project
has alsoe been inspected by the Commission staff.

Widening of the Bridge Street Overhead is an essential element
of an overall progranm £0 c¢create a major four-lane, north-south by-pass
route around the easterly side of the Oroville metropolitan arez.
Presently, Bridge Street is experiéncing heavy traffic azd the proposed
'project, which is located in an established residential area, will alle-
viate the vebhicular congestion.

Notice of the applicatiozn was publisked in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on Jaguary 29, 1980. No protests have been received. A
public hearing is not necessary.
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INDINGS

1. Applicant skould be auvthorized to widen the Bridge Street
Overktead over The Western Pacific Railrocad Company's Main lirne in the
City of Oroville, Butte County, at the locatioz and substantially as
shown by plans attached to the application, identified as Crossing
L4a205.5-A. '

2. Clearances should be ir accordance with Gemeral Order 26-D;
except that during the period of construction, a clearance not less thaz
that curreatly existing should be auvthorized.

3. Walkways should conform to General Oxcder 118. Walkways adjacent
%0 any trackage subject to rail operations should be maintained free of
obstructions and skould promptly be restored to their o“zgxnal condition
iz tke evexnt of camage during comstruction.

4. Construction and maintenance costs should de borme in accordance
witzh an agreenment to be exntered into between The parties relative thereto,
and a copy of the agreement, together with plazns of the crossiag approved
by The Western Pacific Railroad Company, should be filed with the Comnmisior
prior to commencing cozmstruction. Should the parties falil to agree, the
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance by
further oxder.

5. Tke City of Oroville is the lead agency for this project pursvant
to the Califormia Ervironzesntal Quality Act of 1¢70, as amenced.

6. The Commissioz is a respozsidble agency for this project and has
independently evaluated and assessed the lead ageney's Initial Study an
Negative Declaxation.

7. This project will Rave 2o significant impact on the eanvironment.

On the basic of the foregoing findings, we conclude that
application skould be granted as set forxth in the following oxder:
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SEDE
IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The City of Oroville is authorized +o widen the Bridge Street
Overhead over The Western Pacific Railroad Company's Main Line in %he
City of Oroville, Butte County, as set forth in the findings of this
decision.

2. Within thixty days after completioz, pursuzat to this oxder,
applicant shall so advise the Commission irn writing.

Trhis authorization shall expire if not exercised within three
Ts wnless time de extended or if the above concitions are not complied
2. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public cozvenience,
necessity or safety so require. |
The effective date of this order shall be thirty days after the
cate rereof.
Dated MAR 181980 , at Sam Fr neisco, California.
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Commliceiomer Clafro 7. Dedrick. deing
nocessarily absens, 4id mot participate
1= *he dicyposition of this procecding.




