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Decision No. 91474 MAR 1 S 1980 ~ fD) ~ m n ~ 
;,;~ /' L1.~J..fNLIi" 

BEFORE THE PtJBLIC UTILITIES COM:MISSION OF TirE STI.J0FJ ~~lb 

Application of the City or Fresno, 
a Municipal Corporation in the 
State ot Califoxnia, tor Authority 
to Construct a Grade Separation at 
Ashlan Ave~ue and the Southern 
Pacific Crossing No. B-119.9, 
Located in Northwest Fresno. 

01:. IN I2.E 

Application No.·59427 
(Filed February 4, 1980) 

The City or Fresno requests authority to construct Ashl8.:l 
Ave~ue at separated grades ove~ the traCks o£ Southern Pacific 
T:ra:lsportatio~ COl:J:pany's Y.l.8in Line in the City or Fresno, Fres:lo C-ot::cty. 

The priority list or grade separatio~ projects for the fiscal 
year 1979-80, as set torth ill Decision 90399, dated JU':le ;., 1979, shows 
this project as Priority No. 17. 

The City or Fresno is the lead agency tor this project pursua:ot 
to the CalifoI':lia Environmental Q:c.ali ty Act or 1970, as amended, Public 
Resources Code, Section 21000 et se~. 

" Aiter preparatio:o. and review of a:l I:o.i tial Study, the City of 
Fresno issued a Negative Declaratio:l a:J.d approved the project. O:l 

February 29, 1980, a Notice ot Deter.oination was filed with the Fresno 
County Clerk which fo~d that "The project ~~ll not have a significant 
impact on the environ.:nent. ft 

The Co~ssion is a responsible age:lc.7 tor this project under 
CEQ). and has independe:ltly evaluated a:ld assessed the lead agency's 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed project 
has also been inspected by the Co~ssion stat!. 

Ashlan Avenue, a :major arterial connector to Freeway Route 99, 
is experiencing severe congestion at its grade crossi~g of Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company's tracks just north ot the railroad's 
Fresno yard. An anticipated forty percent increase in vehicular traffic 
resulting from additional industrial develop~ent in the area will !u:ther 
aggravate the congestion problems in the near future. The proposed :project 
will materially improve trarfic circulatio:o. in the area and thereby mi:o.i
mize tra!fic congestion and delays. 
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, • 
Notice or the applicatio~ was ~ublished ~ the Co~ssion's 

Daily Calendar on Februar.y 6, 1980. No protests have been received. A 
public hearing is not necessary. 

F!NDINGS ------ ..... -
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct Ashlan Av~ue at 

separated grades over the tracks of Southem Pacific ~ra:o.sportation 
Compa.:y's Y~ill Line lx the City of Fresno, F::-esno COtOty, at the locatio:o. 
a:ld subS"'"..antially as s::.o· ... ';O. by plans attached. to the appliC8.tion, to be 
identi~ied as C::-ossing B-119.9-A. 

2. Upon co::pletion of the gra.de sepa:::-ation anc. it S openi::lg to 
vehicular t:-a.ffic, the existing Ashlan Avenue grade crossi:c.g, C::'ossi:lg 
B-119.9, Should be closed and pbysically removed. 

3. Clear~ces should be in accordance with Ge:o.eral Orde:- 26-D. 
4. WalCways sh.ould coc!orm to General Order 118. Walkways adjaeell~ 

to any trackage subject to reil operations should be maintained free of 
obstructions and should p::-omptly be restored to their Original condition . 
in the event of da:age during construction. 

5. Construction ~d ~inten~ce costs should be bo=ne in accordance 
with an agreement to be ectered into bet· .... een the parties relative thereto, 
and a copy of the agree:ent, together wi tb. pla::. s of the crossing approved 
by the Southern Pacific Trans,portation Co:pany, should be filed wit~ the 
Co=issio:o. prior to cO::::lenci::og CO:lstructio:c.. Should the pa...-ties fail to 
agree, the Co:::ission will apportion the costs of eonstructio:c. ar.d :a:£.:l
tenance by further oreer. 

6. Applicant is the lead age:lcy for thi s project pursuant to the 
California E:rvirom:ental 'tuality Act 0'£ 1970, as a:lended. 

7. The Co-::; ssion is a :-es:?onsi"cle agency for tbis project and 'bas 
independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initial Study and 
Negative Declaration. 

8. This project .... 'ill have no sig::l.ifcant impact on the enviro:o.mot. 
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.Q..Q.!C~USIQ.N 

On the basis or the foregoing findings,. we conclude that the 
application should be gra:ted as set forth in tbe follOwing order. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The City of FreS:lo is authorized to CO:lstr.lct Ashla:l Avenue at 
se~arated grades over the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation 
Co:opany's Main Line in the Ci t;r Qf FreS:lo, FreS:::lo County,. as set forth 
in the finding s of this decisio:l. 

2. Within thirty days atter cO::lpletio::., pU=SU3.!lt to this order,. 
applicant Shall so advise the Co~ssion in writing. 

This authorization shall e~ire if not exercised withi:l three 
years 'U:lless time 'be exte:lded of ir the above conditions are not complied 

with. Authorization may be revoked. or modified it public convenience, 
necessity or safety so re~uire. 

The effective date or this order shall be thirty eays after the 
date hereof: 

Dated ___ MAR __ 1_S.....;.;19=.;:8Q~ ____ , at San FranCiSCO, California. 

Co==~n$ionc~ Cl~~ro T. Dodr!ek. ~~~ 
~ocoes~ily abs~~. did not ~iei,ate 
1;::. :tJ:.e <i!s:pozi ~o:. 0: tJ:.!.s ~roceee.inC:. 
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