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Application of tke City of Fresno,

a Municipal Corporation in the

State of California, for Authority

to Construct a Grade Separation at Application No..59427
Ashlan Aveaue and the Southern (Filed February 4, 1980)
Pacific Crossirg No. B=119.9,

Located in Northwest Fresno.

QPINIONXN

The City of Fresno requests authority $o construct Ashlan
Avenue at separated grades over the tracks of Soutkern Pacific
Transportation Company's Main Line in the City of Fresno, Fresao Cownty.

Tke priority list of grade separation projects for the fiscal
year 1979-80, as set forth in Decisioz 90399, dated Jwne 5, 1979, skows
this project as Priority No. 17. ,

The City of Fresno is the lead agency for this project pursuant
to the California Envirommental Quality Act of 1970, as amended, Pudblic
Resources Code, Section 21000 et sec.

. After preparation and review of an Initial Study, the City of
Fresno issued a Negative Declaration and approved the project. Om
February 29, 1980, a Notice of Determination was filed with the Fresano
Couwaty Clerk whick fouzd that "The project will not have a sigrnificant
impact on the eavironment."

The Commissior is a responsible agency for this project under
CEQA and khas independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed project
bas also been inspected by the Commission staff.

Askhlan Avenue, a major arterial comnector to Freeway Route $9,
is experiencing severe congestion at its grade crossing of Southern
Pacific Transportation Company's tracks just north of the railroad’'s
Fresno yard. An anticipated forty percent increase in vehicular traffic
resulting from additional industrial developmernt in the area will further
aggravate the congestion problems in the near future. The proposed project

will materially improve traffic circulation in the area and thereby nmini-
nize traffic congestion and delays.




A 59427 a.u .

Kotice of the application was publisked in the Commission's
Daily Calendax on February 6, 1980. No protests have been received. A
public hearing is not necessary.

1. Applicant should bBe auvthorized to construct Ashlan Avenuve at
separated grades over the tracks of Southerm Pacific Transportation
Company's Main Line ir the City ¢f Fresno, Fresze Couwmty, at tke location
and substantially as shown by plars attached to the applicatiozn, %o e
identified as Crossing B-119.9-A.

2. TUpon coxpletion of the grade separation azd Iits opening to
vehicular traflic, the existing Ashlan Avenuve grade crossizg, Crossing
3-119.9, should be ¢losed ané physically removed.

3. Clearazces should be in accordance with General Order 26-D.

4. Walkways should conform to General Order 1l8. Walkways adjacent
tO any trackage sudbject to rail operations should be maintained free of
chstructions and should promptly be restored to their original condition
in the event of damage during comstruction.

5. Comstructiozn azd maintenance ¢osts should be Morme in accordance
with an agreement to be entered inte between the parties relative thereto,
and a copy of the agreement, together with plams of the crossizg approved
by the Southern Pacific Iransportation Company, should bBe filed with the
Coxmission prior to coxmencing construction. Should the parties faill to
agree, the Commissioz will apportion the costs of comstruction and mTain-
tezaxnce by further orxrder. ,

6. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1870, as amended.

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and has
independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initisal Study and
Negative Declaratioz.

8. This project will have no sigrpifcant impact on the environment.




Oc the basis of the foregoing findings, we comclude that the
application should be graznted as set forth in the following order.

I7 IS ORDERED that: ,

l. The City of Freszo is authorized to comstruct Ashlan Avenue at
separated grades over the tracks of Soutkern Pacific Transportation
Cozmpany's Main Lime in the City of Fresmo, Fresno County, as set forth
in the firding s of this decision.

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this oxdexr,
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing.

This authorization stall expire if not exercised within three
Jears unless time de extended of if the above conditions are not cozplied
with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public convenience,
necessity or safety so require.

The effective date of this order chall be thirty days after the
date hereof:

Dated MAR 181980 y a% San Francisco, Califormia.

. rFesident

Cozmicsioner Clairo T. Dodrick. delng
zecessarily adsezt. did not participate
Iz tho disposistion of this proceeding.
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