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Decision No. 91.572 APR 15., 
(OJ ~~ (ffiil ~lL 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STA!m OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter o~ the A'pplicatio!l o~ ) 
the CITY OF REDWOOD CITY~ a municipal ~ 
corpo~tion~ to construct Blomquist Street' 
at grade across the tracks 0'£ the 
Sou them Pacifi c Railroad CoJ::IP3.llY' s 
Blomquist Street Drill Tmck Line ill the ~ 
City o:! Redwood. City. ) 

Q.~1~1Q.! 

Application No. ,58482' 
(Filed November'21~, 1978) 

As part of the p:::oject to develop a:l industrial area between 
BaysJ:lore Freeway a:ad BlomqUist Street ~ the City o.! Redwood City requests v 
authority to construct 'Blomquist Street at grade acro:ss So'-4thern Pacificv' 
Transportation Company's drill tracks i:l the City of Redwood City; 
Sx:t Mateo County. 

The City of Redwood City is the lead agency for this pro-j'ect ': 
:pursuant to the Cali:to=:naEnv:i.ro%l:lental Quality Act o:! 1970, as' aJ:l.ended, 
Public Resoc:-ces Code, Sectio!l 21000 et seq. 

After prepa=ation alld review of all Initial Study, the City of 
Redwood City issued a Nega.tive :Declaration a:od approved the project. 
O:l At:gU.st 9 .. 1976, a Negative Declaration was filed with the San !"".Lateo 
County Clerk which rotc:ld that liThe proposed action .... "ill not'have a sigci

fica:o.t effect on the enViromnent." 
The Commission is a re90Ilsible agency-for this project ,'I.'I:lder 

CEQ,A. atld has independently evaluated a:ld assessed the lead ageneyPs 
Initial Study aIld Negative Declaration. The site 0'£ the proPosed p:'Oject 
has also been ~pected by the Commission sta:!f. 

The project is located in an area that is ZOIle<! ItIR" (IndUstrial 
Restricted) cO:ltai:::ling about 20.~ acres. The crossings are partofa 
city planned exte:lsion or Blomquist Street. When completed .. the extell- """ 
sion of Blomquis t Street will provide a direct route between Harbor· v,. 
Boulevard a.n:i f'~le Street. ~. 

Notice 0'£ the application was published in the Com:nSSi:Oll'S 
Daily Calendar on November 22 .. 1978. No protests have been :received:. 
A, public hearing is'::c.ot ::c.ecessa:r:r. 
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FINDINGS 
-----.-~~ 

After consideration" the Commission finds: 
1. Applica::t should be authorized to cons'erUct Blomq'tlist Street :/ 

at grade across Souther:l. ?aci1"ic Transportatio:. CO::np3JlY' s industrial 
dr~ll traeks in the City o! Redwood City~ San f";.a.teo County., at the 
location a:ld substantially as sllo·v::o. by pla.:J.S attached to" the applieatioD, 
to be i<!~tified as Crossings EA-27. 74-C and EA-2? .8~., 

2. CO::ls1:ructio::l of' the crossing sllou.ld be equal or superior to 
Sta:lc.ard No. 1 01" General Order 72-B. 

3. Clea=a:lces should cO:ll"orm to' General Order 26-D. Walkw"ays should 
con1"or:m. to Ge:leral Order 118. 

4. rntection at Crossing EA-27.74-C should 'be two Standard No. l-R 
crossing signs (~eral Order 75-C). 

5. No o::l-l'3.il vehicle should operate over, this crossing u:.less it " 
is first brought to a stop a::.d trai'!icon the street ,p:-otected by a 
:melber of the train crew., or other co:pete::ltel:;>loyee of the railroad,. 
actiDg as a 1"lagJ:lan. The fiag:a::. should place a tli:li:::lu:: oi'two !'usees 
on each side or the track prior ,to e::ltr,y OD the on-rail vehicle into- the 
crossing. 

6. Writte::l :Ulstructions should be issued 'by the railroad to t::'ain-, 
me:l, ope:"ating over the crossing, to cO:Q.ply with !laggfrlg' instructions. 
A copy of the i:lstructionsshou.ld 'be filed with the Com:mission with:l:n 
thirty days after installation of the crossing. Suitable sign.s should, 
be i:c.stalled 0:0. both sides or B10IlJquis1: S~reet, call:t:o.g the attention V 

of trai.:JJ:le::l to tbe i'lagging :l.:lstructions. 
7. Protection at Crossi:lgEA-2?86-C should 'be twoStruldard Ne. 8-A 

allto::oatic flashing light signals ~th ca:ltilevers (General Or<!er 75-(:) •. 
8. For a period. not to exceed one year .!rom,i the effective date of 

this order, protection at Crossing EA.~2?86-C may be two Standard No...; l-R 
crossmg signs (General Order 7.5-C). Until such time as thes:Peeit~ed: 
automatic protection is installed and operative, rail operationsaeross 
'Crossing EA-27 .86-C should be subj ectto tbe stopping and!1ag~g require-
ments set' forth in Findings 5 and 6. " . ' ' " 
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9. Pa::king on Blomquist Street 'Within '25 feet 0:£ the cr~ssi:l.gs,/'/ 
. should 'be probibi ted. 

10. Construction expense 0:£ the c:ross~s and installation costo! 
the automatic protection at Crossing EA-27.86-C and signs at Crossi:lg 
EA.-27 .74-C should be 'bome by the applicant. ' V 

11. I1aintena:lce 0:£ the crossings should be in accordance with 

General Order 72-:8. Maintenance. cost or the automatic prot ection at 
Crossing EA-27 .86-C should be borne by the ap;>lica:l.t purSua.!lt to, the 
provisions or Section 1202.2 of the Ptlblic Utilities Code. 

12. Construction plans or the crossings, approved by the Southern 
Paci!ic Tra:o.spo=tation Co::pany, together .... -ith a copy of the agreement 
entered i:lto between the parties ~volved, should be filed with the 
Co=issio::l prior to co:nneneing cO::lstruction,_ 

1;. Applica:c.t is the lead age:lcy :for this project pursuant to the 
Cali:for.lia EnviroD::lental Quality Act of 1970, as a::ended,. 

14. The Co:::mission is a responsible agency .tor this l'X'Ojectanc. :bas 
indepe:ldent1y evaluated. aDd. assessed the leadagency'sI:l.itial Study and 
Negative Deelar.ation~ 

15. This' project will have no significa:c.t impact on the envi:roDm~t. 

CONCLUSION --- ...... _-,,-.. ...... --
On the basi,~ or the foregoing findings, we conclude that the 

application should. be granted. as set, :forth u. the :£ollowing order: 

ORDER --- .... -
IT IS ORDERED t::oat: 

1. ~he City :.o! Redwood City is authorized to construct ~"om~4w(.;~"

Street at grade across Southern Pacific Transportation Company· s: indus
trial drill t:racks in the City o!' Redwood Ci:ty, San Mateo County as set 
!orthi· in the findings o!' thi s decision.. ./' 

2. 'W'ithin tbirty days after completio:l, pursuant to this order~ 
app1ica:J.t shall so advise the Co~ssion ~ writing. 

This authorization shall expire it not exercised within two yea::s 
unless tilne be extended or ~ the aboveco:c.ditions are not complied with. ' 
Authorization maY' be ::revoked or modi.tied i~ :public conve:c.ienee~neeessity~ . , . , 

or sa.1"ety so require. 
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The e!:t:'ective date of' this order shall be thirty days af'ter 
the date hereo!. 

Dated ___ APR __ :1_S_1J8O ___ ", at Sa:l. Fra:o.cisco~ Cali.fo=nia. 
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