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Decision No. 91575 APR 1Smo 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Yosemite Airlines" Inc.. » 
doing business as Yosemite Gold Country 
Stage for a Certificate of Public Con- )~ 
ven1ence and Necessity to operate a 
Passenger Stage Corporation. 

-----------------------------------) 
OPINION ..... -- ........ --~.-.. 

Application No. 59404 
(Filed January 2S:~ 1980) 

Yosemite Airlines ~ Inc _ operates a passenger. air service 

and also operates as' a charter-party carrier of passengers doing 
business 4S Yosemite Gold Country Stage (YGCS) under Permit 

No. TCP-843-P granted August 19 ~ 1977. By this app.1ication, 
Yosemite Airlines, Inc., doing business as YGCS, req.uests a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as 
a passenger stage corporation to transport passengers and. their 
baggage bet:ween Yosemite/Pine MOtmtain Lake Airport and~ Yosemite 

National Park, thereby augmenting applicant's a1rservi~e.ll 

1:.l By Decision No .. 89601, dated October 31, 1978, in Application 
No. 58034 applicant's predecessors W .. L. and H. C. Murphy, doing 
business AS YGCS~ were initially granted the authority nOW" sought 
by Yosemite Airlines Inc.. The original authority was revoked 
by Decision No. 91044. issued November 20, 1979' in Ap~l:tcat!on 
No. 58034. because of failure to make timely fil:tng of tariff~ 
timeeable,and certificate of ia.urance. 
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The application is based on an increasing·. number 

i _..I " " f of requests for transportat on se'!;v.ce on a per person are 
basis in addition to rental ears and charter-party serV:tce. 
Approval of the application would complete the pu1>lic transportation 

route provided by applicant from San Francisco- and Monterey 
Bay Areas to Yosemite National·Park. It is also noted that 

YGCS was originally established to fill the void left by the 
Yosemite 1'ranst>Ortat:lon Company's discontiuuanceof its.sexvi.ce 
between Yosemite National P.rk .. and Modesto along H1ghways 120, 
and .1-20. 

YGCS believes that. significant potential market 
exists for passenger service between YosemiteJp-1ne Mountain' Lake 

Airport and Yosemite National Park especially since the current 

policy of the National Park Service discourages the. USe of private 
automobiles within the Park. In 1977. Yosemite Airlines boardings 
in and out: of Yosem.ite/P'ine Mountain :t.ake Airport represented a 
growth rate of about 300 percent over 1976~ Board1ngB from June 

through August represented 45.3 percent of the total 1977 Yosemite/ 
Pine Mountain Lake Airport boardings which indicates the seasonal 
nature of the proposed service. The 1,OOO-passenger goal for the 
1978 summer season was also attained. YGCS estimates that hoardings 
for the May through October 1980 per!odw!ll support a passenger 
stage operation with the proposed limited schedule to connect with 

Yosemite Airlines flights. Off-season service would cOntinue to­
be provided 'tmder YGCS's eharter..party permit. 

YGCS plans to use two eight-passenger station wagons or 
a 12-passenger mini-bus to conduct the proposed' service. If 
.pproved~the service would commence May 1, 1980 at a proposed 
one-way fare of $30.00 per person or $60.00 per person round tr1p~ 
A minimum of three round trips per week are planned during'the 
seasonal period of Kay through Oetober. 

The proposed regu1&r route of service 1s as follows: 
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Commencing from Yosemite!Pine Mountain Lake 
Airport. then easterly along Ferretti Road. 
California State Higbway 120. Big Oak Flat 
Road and a~propriate roa~~ to Curry Village, 
Ahwabnee Hotel andYosem1te Lodge in Yosemite 
National Park, re~1ng in the reverse direction. 

Alternate routes are also ~roposed as follows: 
1.. From the jtmction of Big Oak Flat Road 

with Highway 120 t and northerly along Highway 120 
approximately 0.:>- miles to the east junction of 
Big ~rees Road. thence westerly along Big Trees 
Road via tuolumne Grove Big Trees to its west 
junction with Highway 120. 

2.. To or from. Yosemite!Pine Mormtain Lake 
Airport, USing the westerly portion of Ferretti 
Road to its wes.t junction with Highway 120 via 
Groveland CalifOrnia, thence southerly along 
Highway 120 to the east junction. of Ferretti Road. 

Tbe proposed service will connect public transportation 
now available- at both the north and south entrances to Yosemite 
National Park (yosemite Airlines at Yosemite/Pine Ho1mta1n Lake 
Airport and the valley shuttles operated by Yosemite Transportation 
Company) .. The proposed service will, therefore. contribute to. the 
park service's goal o~ reducing the number of vehicles operatin~ in 
the Park and along the routes from San Francisco and Monterey 
Bay Areas to Yosemite National Park. YGCS believes that the long­
term effects of the proposed passenger .tage operation will be in 
the ~bl1c interest and will result in environmental benefits by 
reducfng the reliance on the private automobile. 

With YGCS' s recent incorporation and overall general 
reorganization plan it has improved itB capacity to perfom the 
passenger stage operation initially autborizea by Decision 

No. 89601, supra. but subsequently revoked by Decision No. 91044. 
aupra. for want of timely filing of tariff. timetable. or insurance .. 
Applicant .tates it baa now filed a certificate of 1naurance as 
required by General Order No. 101 Series. Evidence ofequi'PC\eT1t 
inspection by the CaliforniA Highway Patrol baa also been filed 

with the Coaaiss1ou. YGCS's proposed timetable is set fo:rth 
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as Attachment No. 2 to its Application ~o. 59404~ An;'ticipating 

the historical steaey in-crease in?3:ssenger bo,a'rdings . .atYosem.!te! 

Pine Moun·tainLake Airport to continue. YGCS is of the opinion 
that public convenience :md necessity -:.rill be serv'ed by the timely 

renewal o-f its sought "assen~er stage operations. We-agree:. 
Application No,. 59404 was listed on the Commission IS 

Daily Calenda·r for Janu.3.ry 29',. 19'80. While applicant is not 

aware of any other passenger stage carrier con<3uctingoperations 
. . . 

which would compete with YGCS's proposed, servi.C'e~co?,j;~s· 0:£: 
, . 

Application No. 59404 were served on various civic and'gove::-rn:nental 
agencies believed to be interested. No~ protes-ts to the sought 
certificated authority have been received. 

Find-in~s of· Fact 
t 

L Applicant has demonstra't'ed a reasonable capacityt'o 

operate as a. pas,senger stage cO::'1>0::'3tion bee.:een,Yosemfee/P:ine 

Mountain Lake Airport and Yosemite NatiOnAL ?,a~'k. 
2. Ownership and operation of the "roposed passenger 

stage corporation (Yosemite Gold Country' Stage) by YOSemite 
Airlines~ Inc., 3 p.'lssenger ai::'. carr-ier .. is not' adverse:'·t<>:.,·the 

pub·lic in'teres t. 
. . . 

3. A~ the ?resent time.,no passenger stage eo::?Oration 
service is available to the ?ublic bctweenthe points propos~d; 
to be served by appticant. 

4. Ap?licant has shown that put>lic convenience and: necess.ity 

require the ~ranting of the soughtcer~.ificateo author·ity:. 

5. I~ can be seen with certainty that' there" is'nopo'ssibility . 

tha~ the projec~ ·in 
the. environment •. 
Conclusion of Law 

question 'Cay· have 3 Sign.ificant,effee,tupotl; 

The Commission concludes that App.lication No. 59404. 
should be ~r3.nted. A -;>u.blic he.",ring is no: necessary.' . The 
fullowin~ orce:o si,ould be .made effective on ·thed'3.te-~( :S'ignatu~e 
cueto the se.:l.son~:l nat:ure of:he propos(..c s.ervice: ;,.;r:h£~h, cO:nnence,s 

in' May 1980. 
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Yosemite Airlines, Inc: ... doing busin~ss as Yosemite .. 
Gold Country Sta~e .. is placed on nc>tice that opera.tive rights, 

as such,. do not c:onsticute a class' of property which may 'be .. 

capitalized or used, as an elemen:c of value in :,ate fiXing:, . 

for "'ny amount o'f 1:'1oney in excess o,f th41t origin.l.llypaid' t.O 

.the Sc"'te A·S the· consideration £0:' the gran:ting. of suchr:tght.s.' 

Aside from. their purely permissive ~s.pee·t .. suchrights,ex't:encJ: 

to the holder a. full 01': partial monO'poly of a, .class o.fbusine'ss. 

This monopoly fea':~e maybe.mO<lifi.ed 0,1': eanc.ele<3; .!L:t any,t'.ime 

by the State, whloch is not in any res:-peet. lim.iced-as ~o.'tb:e:.n,Omber 
of rights which. may be given_ 

O'R DER 
--~: ....... ',-

IT IS ORDERED' that: 

1. A certificate o.f public convenien-ce' and, necess'icy i.s' 
, . " 

granted' co Yosemite Airlin·es.,.Inc. ,d,oi,ng b't:sin~s.s as"Yos'emite 

Co-ld Country St.a.ge ~ au:horizingit. to op.erateas .4 passenger stage, 

corpor~ion,. as defined in Section 225 o.fehePub,l.ie U't.!l:it-ies. 

Code, ~cwcen Yosemite/Pinc Mountain Lake' Airpo,rt andpub:J::l.c· 

facili cies in YOose::l.:Lte ~atl.ona.l Park over the route's set" fo-r:t.h 
in Awcndix A 0·£ this decis·ion .. 

2'. In providi:l.g sctv'iee pursuan't to the au·tho,=:ieyg:ran.:c.ed: 

by this o::der ,appl.icant sha.ll C'o:lplywith ~he following service,. 

regulations. Failure to do so ~y:result in ac.:tnce'Ilat.ion:of . ,-

the' .).ut.'hority. 
(3) 

I 

With'in thi1':ty days afcer the effeet·ived,a.t:e' 0'£ 
this orcer,. a-pplicant shall file, ,a wrie'ten .. ' 
acceptance of the ce-rcificace' grante<:l~.Ap'l>lieant 
is placed on notice Chat if it aece-p·ts thece::tifi­
cate,. it will be required,. amongotncr things,. 
tOo Co:l.? ly with the safe'ty rules adminis,t,e-red; by' 
the Cal~fornia H1.ghw:ty ~a:,:oli the rules a.~d:·other 
regul:ttl.ons of ~he CommlSSl.On s Gene:"a,l Ord'er 9'8-
Series .. .lono the :I.nsur.:mce re<:{uirement.s o·fthe 
Commission's Ceneral Or1.e-r lOI-Se-ries_ . 

, '. 

(b) Ap-plican·t shall establish ano initiaeethe,.l.uthori.zed: 
service chr.:ing the seasonal period . o'fMay' ;t.h-rough. 
Oeeober 1980, and file tariffs and- t'i.l:letab,les,in'. 
t:"iplicate. in the Commission's office.. ' 
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(e) The t:~riff and timetable filings shall be made 
effeetive'n~t earlier th~~ ten days after the 
effective'date of thisOord..er Oon nOo':: less than 
ten da.ys' nOotice to the Com:nissionandthe 
?u'!>lic~ and the effective date Oof ehe'tariff 
:lnd til:tetable filin~s s·hall be concurren't with 
the est<l.blishment of t:hc 8tlthorize<r service .. 

(d) The tariff and timet:tb-le filingsm."lde 1"urs'U~nt 
tOo this crder shallcO'mp.ly with .the regulations 
governing the cOonstruction and filin-g of tariffs 
and ti::neta1>les set forth in the Comm.issionts 
~ncrn.l Orders 79-Series and 98-Se:::-ies. 

" 

(e) A?'P'licant sh."lll maintain its :tccoun::ing records 
on :t calendar-year b.ilsis in confo:;m",nce with the 
applicable Uniform System Oof Accounts or Chart. of 
Accounts as j)rescribed' Oor adOo'P'tedby this Cor::::nis­
sion ::me shall file ~i'Ch 'Che Commission on or 
before Y.Iol:rch 31 Oof each year ,.an ann~l report 0-: 
its Ooperations in such. fonn, content,. .ilnd' number of 
copies as the Co:n:nission,. fr0t:2ti:neto time,. s.h.lll 
j)rescribc • 

The effective da~e of this order is t:he dat:e her~f~' 
Datec __ '.cA.-..;PR~1~5~l9B~.w.Q ___ , at' San Francis~oJl" California .. 
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Appeftd1x A Yosem1~e A1rl1nes. Inc. 
40ing business as 

YOSEMIn: GOLD COUN'ntY, S'rAGE 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND· NECESSIIY 

'l:O OPER;Att AS A 

P ASSENCER SVtGE CORPORATION 

PSC-l042 

...' 

Original T1~le P&g~ 

Showing passenger stage operative righ~s~ res~r1c~1on • ., limi~ations • 
exceptions &nd privileges applicable thereto~ 

All c:h&nges and amendments &s au'thor1zed. by 
the PubUc Utilities Cou:mission of the State of California 

will be made as revised pages or added or1gin.al pages. 

ISWN wxler authority of Dec1aion No. 91575 .' 4a~ed APR'lS'mag 
of the Public Utilities Commis.ion of the St&t~ of Caltforn1a.,in 
Application No .. 59404.. ' 
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Yoaem{ce Airlines. Inc. 
doing busine.s .. 

YOSEMITE GOLD COONlRY STAGE 
J!SC-I042 

SECTION 1. GEN'EltAL AT1'IBORIZA'IIONS. ltESl'1tIcnONS,. LIMITA'I'IONS 
Jm) , snc:tFICAnONS. 

Yoaesn1ce Airl1.ne.~ Inc •• doing busineas as Yosemite Gold Coune:ty 

Stage. by the Cercif1cate of Pu~lie Coavenience and Necessity granted by the 

decision noted in the mar-gin.,. is authorized to transport passengers between 

Yosemite/Pine Mountain Lake A1rp-ore,. on the one hand,. and Yos~ite Valley" on the 

other hand .. (Wer and aloog, the routes hereinafter d'eseribed .. subject'., however .. to 

the authority of this Com:II1ssion to cb.mge or modify said routes at Imr tim~ ,'and, ' 

subject to the following ~rov1s10ns: 
. ~,:' 

(4) Motor vebicles may be- t01:'Xled at tenn1n1 and intermediate points,. 
in either direction .. .at intersections of roads or by o~rating 
around an area contiguous to .uch intersections, in accordance 
with local traffiC regulaU.oos.. ' 

(b) ~en. route descriptions .are given in one direction,. they a~l>ly , 
to operation in either direction unless otherwise indicated. 

(c) All service herein authorized shall be limited to the trans­
portation of one~ay and round-trip passeogers. 

(d) Appl1cants shall not pick up or discharge passengers except at 
the .pecified service point or points as hereinafter set forth .. 
This restriction shall not prevent stopovers for'the p~rpose of 
pnm1tt1ng sightseeing p .... engers to Vidt various- points of 
interest aloog ebe route .. 

(e) Service shall be ope'.(uedae .. minimum of three 'round ,trips p.er 
week <!'-1riog the .euoD&l period of, May through' October'of. each, 
year __ 

IS$.l.~ by Cali!'O:miaPl.lb~c, Utili:t-ies. Conx:ID's5ion. 

'Dfteis1on No.. 91575 ,A"PrJJ,ieation No. 594D4.. 
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Appendix A Yosemi~~ Airlines. Inc. 
doing business as 

YOSEMITE GOLD COUN'mY S'L\GE 
PSC-I042 

SZCTION 2. SERVICE POINtS. 

Pas&eQ8era may be ~icked up and discharged at any of the followins 

deacr1~ points •• ubjec~ to local traffic regula~ioc.: 

SECTION ). 

1. Yosemit~~in~ Mountain Lak~ Airport 
<a, . Term1nal Facility. 

2. YosemiteVallex 
(a) Curry Village. 
(1))' Ahwahnee Hotel .. 
(c) .. Yosenite: Lodge. 

ROtTrE DESCRIPTIOr-."S. 

1. a&sie Rout~ 

FrOln Yosemi~e/Pine Moun~&1n l..tke Airport,. thence euterly on 
Ferretti Road to its east junction With C.alifornia State 
Righway 120 (120). thence eas:erly on 120 to the west junction 
of • one-way we$t~nd road from Tuolumne Crove ~ig Trees (SiS 
'fiees Road) continuing eas:erlyon 120 to its junction With 
J3.ig Oak Flat Road. thence along :8i8 OAk Flat Road and appro­
'Onate roads to Curry Village, Ahwahnee Rote 1 and Yosemite 
Lodge in Yosemite N'atioc.al Puk. returning in the reverse 
direction, ~o Yosemi~elPio.t' Mot.mu.in I.&ke- A1rport .. 

2. Alt~rnat~ Route 
<a' From the junction of J3.1g Oak Flat Ro~ With 120 &tid 

northerly along 120. approXimately 0.5 mile ~o:. the east 
junction of Big Trees Road, thence westerly along, Big 
Trees Ro.d via Tuolumne Grove B!.g; ~e. to· its west 
janc~:ton With 120. 

~) To or from Yosemite/Pine Mountain. I.ake Airport using ~he 
weBtuly portion of Ferretti Road to its Wit junction 
with UO and &long 120 through the Town of Croveland to 
the east junction of Ferretti Ro~ .. 

Issued by Calirornia Pu.blic Ut.U1 ties Corrmis:51on. 

Decision No. 91575 " ~ Application No. 59404. 


