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Decision No. ...1607 ra: rw r [[B n ~IT fG. rr . 
BEFORE ~EE PUBLIC U~ILITIES COMMISSION OF THE s~iQ.l g~~ 

Application of the City of Fresno, a ) 
Municipal Corporation for an order ~ 
authorizing the construction of Gra~e 
Crossing across the tracks of the 
Southern Pacific ~ran~ortation ~ 
CompaIlY (Pinedale Spur) and Audubon 
Drive iJl the City 0'£ Fresno, COtmty 
of Fresno. 

OPINION ..... -..,..- ..... ---

Application No. 59114' 
(Filed August 31, 1979) 

AS part of a project to extend Audubon Drive to serve new 
residential develop~ents, the City of Fresno requests authority to 
construct Audubon Drive at grade across Souther.a Pacific Transportation 
Company's industrial drill track in the City of Fresno, ?resno COu:lty. 

The City of Fresno is the lead agency tor this project pursuant 
to the Cali!omia E:lvironme:c.tal Q,uality Act or 1970, as amenaed, Public 
Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

After preparation and review of an Initial Study ,the City of 
~ Fresno issued a Negative Declaration and approved this project. On 

JaIluar.1 25, 1980, a Notice or Determination was filed with the Fresno 
County Clerk, which round. that "The project will not have a sig:lit'ica:lt 
efrect on the environment.~ 

The Co~ssion is a responsible agency for this project under 
CEQA and has indepenaeD.tly evaluated and assessed the lead agene.y's 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site or tbe proposed project 
bas also been inspected by the Co:mission staf!. 

~he projeet is located ~ an area that was.!ormerly zoned 
agricultural but which is now zoned ror residential development. The 
crossing is part of a eity p~ed extension of Audubon Drive ana is 
consistent with the Woodward Park Coa:unity Pla:o.. 'When completed, Audubon 
Drive will provide a direct route from the recently constructed residential 
subdivisions east of the railroad tracks to State Route 41 and to the 
recreational activities available at woodward Park. 

The Cit,1 advises that the railroad's tracks bisect the service 
area or a new fire station and that there is an urgent need to provide 
better access to the service area for emergency vehicles. It is, 

there!ore, requested tllat the usual thi..-ty-d.ay waitillg period 'be waived. 
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Notice of the application was published in the Commission's 
Daily Calendar on September ;, 1979. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessary. 

FINDINGS -------.---
Arter consideration, the Commission finds: 

1. Applicant should be authorized to construct Audubon Drive a~ 
grade across Southern Pacific Transportation Co:pany's industrial d.-ill 
track in the City or Fresno, Fresno COWlty, at the location and sub
stantially as show.c. by plans attached to the application, to be idcti1'ied 
as Crossing BS-22'.75-C. 

2. Construction 01' the crossi:g should be equal or superior to 
StaJldard No. 4-C o! General Order 72-B. 

,. Clearances should conform to Gene::-al Order 26-D. 'Jalkways . 
should con!oX'm to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the Crossing should be :tou::: StaIldard No. 9 
automatic gate-tY,Pe signals, two 01' which should be placed on median 
islands (General O::-der 75-0). 

5. Parking on Audubon Drive within 35 teet or the crossing should 
be prohibited. 

6. Conztruction expe!lSe o! the c::-ossi:lg atld installati.,n cost or 
the automatic protection should be borne by the a,plicant. 

7. Maintenance of the crossing should be in accordance wit:!:. Ge:leral 
Order 72-B. Maintenance cost o! the automatic p::"Otection should be borne 
by the applicant pursuant to the provisions 01' Seetion 1202.2 01' the 
Public Utilities Code. 

8. Co~struction plans of the crossing, approved by the Souther.n 
Pacific Transportation Company, together with a copy o! the agreel:lent 
entered into between the parties involved, should be tiled wit~ the 
Commission p::-ior to commencing construction. 

9. Appliea:c.t is the lead. agency tor this project pursuant to the 
Cali!omia Environmental Quality Act or 1970, as ~ended. 

lO. The Commission is a responsible agency to::- tbis project and has 
independently evaluated and assessed the lead ag~~'s Initial Stu~ and 

I 

Negative Declaration. 
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11. This project will have no signific~t impact on the environ-
mente 

12. Applicant has an tJ.:-gent need tor this crossing to be 
available for use by e~e~gency vebicles; the~!ore~ the usual t~rty
d~y waiting period should be waived. 

CON C L US! 0 N 
--~~-------

On the basis of the !oregoi:g fi~cli~gs~ we conclude that 
the a~plication should be granted as set forth i: the !ollowing order. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED tlla t : 

1. The City or Fresno is authorized to construct Audubon Drive 
at gr~de across Souther.: Pacific Tr~$portation Company's i:dustrial 
drill track in the City or Fresno, Fresno Cou:ty, as set forth in the 
findings of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days a!te:- cOl:pletio::~ pursuant to this order, 
~ a?plic~t shall so advise the Commission L~ ~~ting. 

e. 

This authorization. shall e~ire it not exercised within two 
years ~less time be extended or it the 3~ove conditions are not CO%

plied with. Authorization ~y be revoked or modified i! pu~lic 
co~venience? necessit,y or sa£ety so re~uire. 

The effective .date of this order is the date hereo!. 
':A.. 

Dated __ .oA .. P.o.R_''-'5....l...j;mo~·.;.· ____ , at Sa:. Prancizco, 
Cali! orma • 

Con?lXli~oncr Jobn. z B~ 
b~;:: nccessruily ~ did 
Dot:,~p:..te. 


