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Application of the State of Califo~ia,) 
Department of Transportation for an 
order authorizing the widening ot the 
Slauson Avenue overhead, existing roc 
No. BBJ-494.0~A over the Southern 
Pacific Transportation Company's. one 
branch main tra.ck~ one spur track on 
one tuturetrack in the City of 
Commerce, County ot Los Angeles. 

OPINION ..... -_ ...... ----

Application No. 59200 
(Filed October l2, 1979) 

As part of the- project to widen portions of the Santa A::::Ja 

li~reeway (Interstate 5) in the Cities of Downey and COm:lerce, the 
C3.1iror:o.ia Department of Transportation re~t:.es-::s authority to widen the 
northbound side of the Slauson Avenue Overhead over Southern Pacitic 
Transportation Company's tracks in the City of Comme::"ce, Los .A:l.geles 
County. 

The Cal:ii!omia De:partment ot Transp~;-tation is the lead agency e for this project pursuant to the Cali!or.oia Enviro::lme:ltal Quality Act 
ot 1970" as a:c.ended, Public Reso'tlrces Code~ Section 21000, et. seq • 

. After preparation and review of an Initial Study., the 
California Department of Transporta-::ion issued a Negative Declaration 
and approved the project. On July 27., 1979., a Notice or Dete~tion 
was riled with the Secretary for Resources whiCh found that "The project 
will not have a sig:c.ificant eftect on the environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agene,y for this project ~der 
CEQA and bas independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's 
Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the prc'posed project 
has also been inspected by the Co~ssion staff. 

There is an extensively documented need to improve conditions 
and relieve traffic congestion along the Santa Ana Freeway corridor in 
the Cities ot Downey and Co::mnerce. Heavy congestion occurs during :peak ,ax. 
oft-peak periods~ causing major delays in traffic movement as well asa 
high incidence ot accidents wi thin the corridor. The l:18.i:c. objectives of 
the widening project are to reduce the incidence ot accidents, alleviate 
tra.!ric congestion~ correct subztanciard features 3Jld mitigate tra!tic 
noise at residential frontage. 
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A. 59200 SD 

Notice or the application was published in the Co:mnissio:c.' s'" 
Daily Calendar on October 16, 1979. No protests have been receiveQ. A 
publi c hearing is not :c.ece ssar.r. 

FINDINGS .... ----- ... -----
" 

After consideration, the Com=ission finds: 
1. Applicant should 'be authorized to wide:l the northbound side of 

the Slauson Avenue Overhead over South~~ Pacific ~ra:c.sportation Company's 
tracks in the City of Cotlmerce, Los A:lgeles County, at the location a:od , ' 

substantially as shoW'll by plans attached to" the application, iee:l.ti!ied 
as Cro ssing BBJ -494. 03-A. '-i', 

2. Clearances should be in accordance with General Order 26-D, 
except that during the period of construction a clearance or not less 
than 21 '6" above top or rail should be authorized and South~r:o Paci!ic 

~ ~ 

~ransportation Company snould be authorized to operate with such reduc~d 
overhead clearance provided that instructions are issued by the railroad 
and tiled with the Commission forbidding e~loyees to ride on tops of 
cars beneath the structure. " 

3. Applicant should notify the Co~ssion and Southern Pacifie 
Transportation Company at least 15 but not ~ore than ,0 days in advance 
or the date when tbe temporar.1 impaired clearance will be created. 

4. walkways should coDtorm to General Order 118. Walkways adjacent , .. 
to any trackage subject to rail operations should be mainta±Ded tree or '/ 
obstructions and Should promptly be restored to their original condition 
in the event or damage during construction_ 

5. Construction and maintenance, costs should be borne in 
accordallce with an agreement to be enter¢d into betwee::: the parties 
relative thereto aDd a cop,:! of the agreeme:J.t, together with pla::lS o! the 
cro sSing approved by SoutheI'n Paei!ie Transpo::tatio:l Company, should be 
tiled with the Commission prior to commeceing constrUction. Should the 
partie s .rail to agree, tbe Commission will apportion the cO'sts of con-

J. 

struction and maintenance by further order. 
", 

6. Applicant is the lead ,(agency tor this project,· pursua:c.t to the 
/1 " 

Cali!or:o.ia Enviro:o.mental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. ,"~ 

,. 
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7. The Commissio: is a responsible agency tor this project and has 
independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initial Stu~ and 
Negative Declaration. 

8. This project will have no sigo.ificant impact on the enviromnent .. 

CONCLUSION 
~ ___ tllllllW""'_"""' __ 

On the 'basis of the foregOing findi:llgs, we conclude that the 
application saould be granted as set forth in the following order: 

ORDER -- ... --
.', IT IS ORDERED that: 

1.. The Calil"or.c.ia Department of Tra:o.sportation is authorized to 
widen the northbound side o! the SlaUSO:l Avenue Overhead over Southe:::-n 
Paci:ri c Tra:c.spor~tion Compa:lY' s tracks in the City of COl:l:leree, 
Los Angeles County, as set !orth in the !i:ldings of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this order, 
applicant shall so advise the COm:Ussion in w.titing.~ 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within three 
years unless time 'be extended or it the above conditions are not cO:l;>lied 
with. Authorization may be revoked or modified ~f public convenience, 
necessit,y or safety so require. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days a!ter 
the date hereof. 

Dated ___ /lP_R_l_·S_. _1QaO ______ , at San F:-aneiseo, C301ifo%'1:ia. 

Commissioner Jobn E. Bryson. 
~~ necessarily 3bseD4 did 
not p:uticipate. 


