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Decision No. 9:1736 MAY 61980 

BEFORE 'l1IE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TiLE STATE OF CA!.IFOR..'n:A 

Application of V. L. BRESSIE, doing ) 
business as V. L. BRESSIE WATER ) 
SYS'IEM, to sell, ane RICHARD A. ) 
MiJR.PHY, to buy) the wa ter system ) 
in Salmon Creek, Sonoma County, ) 
~~~m~. ) 

) 

Application No. 59408 
(Filed January 28, 1980) 

. . ... 
O'PI~ION ....... -... .... -----

Applicant V. L. Bressie has applied to sell his water 
system to applicant R.ichard A. Murphy. The V. L. :aressl.e Wa:er 
5ys,tem consists of 86 customers; 2 storage tanks of approxi=ate1y 
56,525-gallon capacity.; 11,,67,0 £eet of .service .pi~ ,_ 3. wells, and 
various pumps, meters, pipe fittings, and parts necessary eo operate 
the systet:l. An extra lot with a well is also included, as a 
supplemeneary waeer supply_ 

'!he purchase price is $40,000; With a $S ,000 down payment, 
and $2,000 to be paid annually, plus S7. interest, until the entire 
$~ is paid. Payment is to be secured by a note and d~ed ot t:use. 
The buyer will adopt the rates and presently filed tarif:s 0: the 
seller, and has agreed to be bound by any outs:and1ng Com:1ssion 
decisions and/or directives involVing ~he wa~er system :0 be trans
ferred. !he buyer is aware that the present rate base is $41,253.47 
and that income is related to the rate base, ~hich can be increased 
by improving or adding to the systen. All customers were notified 
in advance of the pending sale and there have been no protests. 

It is alleged that applicant V. L. Bressie is 78 years of 
age and is also ill. He is no longer able eo operate or supervise 
the system. Buyer Richard A. ~ur?by is 37 years of age, a resident 
of tne area, and has hired the ?l~er wno was retained' by 
v. L. Bressie to maintain the water sys:e:. Buyer's financial 
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statement as of November 30, 1979 shows ~ net worth of $922,787.27. 
Buyer and seller warrant that there ~re no customer deposits to 
establish credit and no ~in extension advances. 

Mr. Bros.sic has "informed, the Commission staff that the 
Bodega Bay Public Utilities District, about 1-1/2 miles distant, 
is the only nearby utility district, and that it has no present 
interest in the purchase of this utility. 

The Commission finds that the proposed transfer is ~ot 
adverse to the public interest. A public hearing is not necessary. 

<, 

The application will be granted. 

ORDER ,- .-- - - -
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. On or before August 1, 1980 v. L. Bressie may sell and 
transfer the water system and other assets referred to in the 
application to Richard A. Murphy. 

2. As a condition of this grant of authority, buyer shall 
assume the public utility obligations of seller within the area 
served by the water system being transferred and shall assume liCl
bility for refunds of all existing customer deposits and advances 
pertaining to the water system being transferred. Buyer shall send 
notice of the assumption of liability for refunds to all customers 
affected. 

3. Within ten days after completion of the transfer buyer 
shall noti,£Y the Commission) in writing, of the date of completion 
and of the assumption of the obligations set forth in paragraph 2 
of this order. 

4. Buyer sholl either file a statement adopting the tariffs 
of seller now on file with this Commission or refile under his own 
~me those tariffs in accordance with the procedures prescribed by 
General Order No. 96-A. No increase in rates shall be made unless 
authorized by this Commission . 
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s. On or before the date of actual transfer, seller s~alJ. 
deliver to 'buyer) and the l.:l:ter shallrece-ive and preserve., ., 
all records, memoranda, and papers pertaining to the construction 
and operation of the water system authorized ~o be t=ansferrcd. 

6. On or before the end of the third month after the date 
of actWll transfer, buyer shall c.luse.;..to·be filed wi:h the 
Cocm1ssion, in such form as it may prescribe, an annual report 
covering the operations of seller for the period commencing with 
the first day of the current year to and including the effective 
date of the transfer. 

7. Upon compliance with all of the ter~ and conditions of 
this order, seller shall be rclicved of his public utility 
obligations in connection with the water system transferred. 

The effective date of th~s order s~~ll be thirty days 

after the date hereOf"uAY .. ' 
Ifl S-".1tlOf\ .. Dated ~9V, at San FranCiSCO, ca11torn1a • 
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