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Decision No. 91808 MAY 20 i980 tf): © n ~ 11 r.,~ ~ IT 
LV) L! U ~1.~ll\~1 fFjl1, 

EZ.FOEE TEE FO'BLIC UTILITIES COrn-lISSION O? TEE STATE OF C.A:L . ~ 

APPLICATION OF TEE CITY OF SA.~GA~ 
TO CCNSTRO'CT A PEDES~~-EIKE 
CROSSING, VICINITY GUAVA COU'!{T lIND 
FREDERICKSBtffiG DRIVE, SARATOGA, AT ) 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC TRANSPORT. ATION ~ 
COM:PA.~"Y !"'.lAD"'LINE, PROPOSED CROSSING 
!1P. 44.12 (~ LD.-r:£) IN TEE CITY O"f 
SA.~TOGA, SANTA CIJ3.A. COWTY. 

OPINION - .... ~--~...,.-

~~~lication No. 59020 
(Filed Ju1~ 2;~ 1979) 

AS part ot the ~roject to co~struct a pedest±i~ ~d bicycle 
!>3.th between Guava Court a:ld Fredericks"ou:-g Drive~ the Cit~ o! Sa:-atoga 
requests authority to construct a pedestri~ and bicycle path at grade 
across the tracks of Southern Pacii'ic Tra:lz:portation CO:lp.3.:lY's YaSO:l3. 
Br~ch Li:le in the City of Saratoga, Santa Clara County. 

Ap:plic~t is the lead agency tor t~is ~roject :pursu~t to the 
Cali!or.nia Enviro:o=:ental ~uali t;y Act o! 1970, as amendec! ~ Public Resources 

• Code, Section 21000,et seq. 

• 

A!ter preparation and review ot an Initial Study, the City or 
Saratoga issued a Negative Declaration and approved the project. ~ 
Septe~ber 11, 1979, a Notice ot Dete=minatio: was !ilec wi~ the S~ta 
Clara COt::lty Clerk which tound that "The project will not ~ve a 
sigIlificant effect on the enviro:lI:lent." 

~he Co::ission is a responsible ag~cy £or this project under 
CEQA and bas i:ldepende:l~ly evaluated ~d assessed the lead agency's 
Initial Study a:d Negative Declaration. The site of the proposed project 
has also been inspected by the Co=ission zta!'!. 

Construction o! the pedestrian and bicycle path will ~rovide a 
sa!er route for students and pedestrians liv~g on either side ot the 
tracks. The la:::ld on both sides of the tracks has been developed. tor 
siDgle family residences. 

Notice ot the application was pu~lisned in the Co~issio:c.·s 
Daily Calendar on July 27, 1979. N'o protests have bee:l receivec. J... 

public hearic. g is noot necessary • 
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FINDINGS ------------ .... 
After consideration, the Co~ssio~ fi~s: 

1 .. Applic~t should be authorized to construct a pedestria: and 
bicycle :vatb. at grade acroee 'the track:: of Souther:l Pacific T=anspo=ta
tioD COtlpa.:lY' s Vasona :Branch Line in the City of Saratoga, Santa Clara 
County, at the location a:ld substantially as sho\o.':, by :plans attached to 
the application to be id~nti!ied as Cro~sin~ EN-44.1-D. 

2. Clea=ances should. CO:l!o=:: 'to Gene:-al Ol"<ier 26-D. "w'alkways should 
confor: to General Order 118. 

,. Protection at the c:-ossin6 should. be two Sta.:nda:'d. No. 1-D 
pedestrian crossing sig:ls (Ge~eral Orde:: 75-C) _ The pedestria.:l crossi:lg 
sigo.s Sb.ould be modified to read "RAILROAD CROSSING-BICYCLES .A..~ 

PEDEST~S O~'"LY." 

4. Construction of the crossing should be e~ual or superior to 
Standa=c No. 1 of General Order 72-S. 

5. Sollards should be installed on each side of the crossing to 
prevent use by motorcycles a:d automobiles • 

6. Construction cost of the crossing a:d installation cost of the 
crossing signs and bollards should be bo~e by the applica.:lt. 

7. Y~inten~ce of the crossicg Should be in accordaoce with General 
Order 72-B. 

8. Const:'Uction plans of the crossing, approved by the Sou t:e:"!l 
Pacific T~sportatio~ Co~pany, toget:er with copies of the a~ee=e~t 
e:tered into between t:e pa=ties involved~ should ~e tiled with the 
Com=ission prior to cO:Qenc~g cozstruc~ion_ 

9. Applicant is t:e lead agency for tbis p~oject pu--sunnt to t~e 
California Enviroll:lental Quality Act of 1970, as a::le:::.ded. 

10. The Com=ission is a responsible ageney tor t=is project ~d has 
indepe~de~tly evaluated ~d assessed the lead agency's Initial Stu~ ~d 
Negative Decla:ation. 

11. This project will have no si~ifi~t impact on the envi=Oll:le:t • 
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CON'CLUSION ........ ~-------
~ the basis of the !o~e6oing !indings, we co~clude that tbe 

a~plication should be granted as set forth in tbe followi=g oreer: 

ORDER ....... ---
It IS ORDERED tha. t : 

1. The City of Sa~atoga is authorized to construct a pedestri~ 
and bicycle path at grade across the tracks o! Southe:n ?aci!ic 
Transportation Company's Vasona Branch Line in the City of Saratoga, 
Sa:ta Clara Coun~, as set forth in the findings of this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after co:pletion, purs~t to this order, 
applic~t shall so advise the Co~ssion in writing. 

This authorization shall expire it not exercised within two years 
unless ti:e be extended or it the above conditions are not eo~liee ~~~. 
Autho:izatio~ ~y be revoked or :odi!ied it publie eonve:ienee, :eeezsity 
or safe~ so requires • 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days a!te= the 
date hereo!'. 

Dated __ M_AY_2_0_1_S8_0 ___ ~ 


