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Decision No • 9181.3 L 

BEFOBE TE:E: ?UELIC U'1'ILITI:ES COMMISSION OF T"'~ STATE OF CALIFO~IA. 

In the matter of the a~~lication of ) 
SOUTHERl~ PACIFIC TRJJ,"SPORTATION Co.'1?~'"Y ) 
for an order autho~iz~g the construction) 
at grade of an i:o.dustrial drill track in,) 

lO) lR1 ~ (lli J OOffi~t 
upon and across Stewart Avenue i:o. the ) 
City o! Fre:ont, County o! Alamec.a" ) 
State o! Cali!o~nia. ) 

OPINION -------

Ap~lication No. 59318 
(Filed Dece~ber 5, 1979) 

As :part of the :project tor develop~eDt o! the Alb=ae 
Industrial Park (Local Imp:-ove:ne:o.t District No. 24), the Southe:-:l 
Pacific Transportation Co~any requests authority to const:uet an 
industrial drill track at grade ac:'oss Stewart Avenue i:o. the City o! 
Fremont" Alameda CO'l.mty. 

The Ci~ o! Fre:ont is the lead agency for the project 
to develop the Albrae Industrial Park pursua:o.t to the Califo=.nia 
Environmental Quality Act o! 1970 (CEQA), as amended, Public 
Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq. 

After prepa:-ation and review ot~ Environ=ental I:pact 
Report, the City or F~~ont approved the project. ~ J~e 11" 19?~" 

,,~ ..... ,. '!"\.... • .... • "'.,..l' .... ,.. .... A' ..l '" C .... Cl • a ~o~~ce o. ~e~e~a~~on was R~.e~ ~~_ t~e ~=e~ o~~y erE. 
which !oU!ld that: "Project ~'ill have a sig:lificant effect on the 
environment, but effect can be reduced by mitigating measu:-es." 

The Com~\ssion is a re~onsible agency tor this project 
ucder CEQA a:d has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Envi :-o::.ment al I::pact Report. The sit e o! the proposed 
p=oject has also been ins~cted by the Commission staff. 

The p=oject is locatee 0::' the southwest side of ~i::itz 
Freeway and abuts Du=ham Road and Stewart Avenue. The site contai~s 
219 acres of which about 65 acres are already develo~ed ~d used fo= 
warehousing and light industrial activities. Rail se=viee is 
presently being p=ovidee in the developed section • 
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rynavoidable adverse impacts 0: ~he ~roject include 
incr~a~ed vehicular traffic, decreased air quality, inere4se~ noise 
levels and an increased de:ana on public facilities and services to 
~u,ply water, ~l~ctricity, natural gas, sewage treat:ent, :ire 
protl)ctioll and. police se:'Vices. It is antici;>a-eoe-d that the "pb.a.sed" 
buildout rate of th~ project will serve to mitigate the impacts of 
the a~'ti-:ipated growth oy spreadi:o.g it out over an extend.ed period. o! 
time. 

Notice of thoe- ~pplicatio~ was published in the Co~szion'z 
Daily Calends,r on December 7, 1979. No protests have been :-eceived.. 
A p~blic he~ring is not necessary. 

FINDINGS 
~.-.~--.-- ... -

After co~sid.eration, the Co~ission tinds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct an industrial 

drill track at grade across Stewart Avenue in the City 0: Fre~ont, 
A.1ameda Co~ty, at the location and m.o.~sta:ltiCl.!ly as sb.O'fO by the 
~la~ a~tae~~d to the application, to be identified. as Crossi~ 
L-35.0-O .. 

2. Construction of ":he crossing zhould. be equal or superior 
to S~~~c~=d No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should. eo!l!or::l to Ge:oeral Oreer 26-D. ~alkways 
should. eon!or~ to General Order 118. 

4. Protectio~ at the crossing should oe two Standard No. 8-A 
!la~hin~ light ~ign818 ·~th eAntilever~ (Ge~eral Order 75-0). 

~. For a ~eri cd. :lot to ~xceed one year f:r'om. date of this oree::' .. 
prote'!tiO!l at the c:-osci::g :lay 'be two StanGo.rei No. l-R crossi:lg sig:ls 
(General Ord.er 75-C). The si~s should be lettered both sid.es on 
re!lectorized white background. No on-rail vehicle Should operate 
ov~r the crossi~g unless i": is first ~rought to a stop and t=a!!ic on 
the rondwC;.y protected by a me:nber o! t1:.e train crew, or othe::- comp-e
tent 0mployee of the railroad, acting ~s a !lagoan. The !la~ 
should place a =inimuc of two fusees on each side o! the track prior 
to entry of the o:o-roil vehicle into the crOSSing • 
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6. Writt~n i:str~c~ions should oe issued by the ra11ro$c to 
trainme~, operating over the crossing, to co~ply with th~ !lagging 

instru~tions. A copy or the i:str~ctio~s should be file~ wit~ t~e 
C~mmi~~ion with;~ thirty days after ins~llatio~ o! tbe crossing. 
Suit~ble signs should be installed on ~oth sides of Stewart Avenue, 
calliDg the attention of trainmen to the flagging ins~r~et~o:8. Th~ 

flagging instructions ~utlined herein sho~ld remain in tull torce 
until the requiree automatic protectio~ is installee and operative. 

7. Construc~ion eost of ~he cro8sin~ ana i~st~llation cost or 
the automatic protection should be borne oy the applicant. 

8. ~ai:tenance of the croszi:g shoul~ oe ~ accord~ce wi~ 
General Order 72-B. ~ain~e:~ce cos~ o! t~e automatic pro~ectio: 
should ~~ ~crne by the applic~t. 

~.. ~b.e City or Fre:::o:t is the lead ag~::lcj tor thic; ~rojec"; 

pursuant to the Cali!ornis Environment~l Quality Act o! 1970. a~ 
f.I.:lendl:-c". 

10. The Co~ission is a responsible agency tor t~~ project 
~~ :3S ~dep~~de~tly evaluated an~ azsessed tae lead agenc,1'$ Pinal 
Environ~~~tal Impact Repo=t. 

1:'. This project -..rill have 0. sig:li!i'Z~.nt impact 0:0. the e~vir-

eliminate or red~ce the severit7 o! the adverse i:pacte. 

CONCLUSION --,....--- .... ----
On ",he 'basis o! the !oregoillg !indings" we co=.clude that 

the ~pplicQtion choulc be ~anted as set torth in the tollowing order: 

ORDE:a - ... -- ..... 
IT 1S ORDERED that: 

1. The Soutl:.er:l ?acitie Tr3!'l.sport3.tion Company is authorized. 
to eOJ:.~truet aJl industria.l drill t:'8ck at grade acro::;;s Stewart Ave..ue 
i..~ the Cit;; of Premont.. A1a.::led:l CCu::l-:y, ~e set !'ortb. in the !i:l.G.iD.gs 
o! this eeei~ion • 
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• 2. Within thirt:r days a!ter c.o~letio:l. ?u=suant to this order. 
~y~lic.a~t s~ll so advis~ the Co~iszion in ~~iting. 

This autnorization shall eX?ire i! not exercised wi~~i: two 
yc~r: ~le:~ ti:c be cxtcnccd or i~ the a~ove conditions ~e not 
complied with. Autho=ization =ay oe revokec or ~odi!ied i! ~~olic 
conveni~nce, necessity or sa!ety co ~e~uire. 

The et!ective date o! t~is oreer znall be thi~j days 
a!te~ tbe date hereo!. 

Dated MAY 20 ,eso , at Sa: Francisco, 
Cali!o~ia. 
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