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Decision No. ___ _ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ST~E OF CALIFORNIk 

Application of the County of Humboldt l 
acting through its Eoar~ of Supervisors, 
tor an or~er authorizing the conversio~ 
o! a private crossing at g::a.de across ) 
the main line of the Northwestern ?aCi!iC~ 
Railroa~, being Crossing No. 5-242.44, 
into a public crossing. 

OPINION 
---' ..... -----

(o)~~lrn~~ll 
Ap:plicatio:l No. 59324 

(Filed Dece~ber 7, 1979) 

As part o! the project !or acqu:sition of right-ot-way at 
the Larabee ~ch grade crossing, the County o! Humboldt request~ 
authorit1 to convert the existing private crossing o! Larabee-Shively 
Road at grade across the No~hweste~ Pacific Railroad Co~anyfs ~=ac~s 
to a ~Ublic crossing in Humboldt County. 

The County of Eu:boldt is the lead ag~cy !~~ -hiz project 
pursuant to tb.e California E:viro::ne:tal Quali ty Act~g! t0o, as amended, Ss 

Public Resources Code, Section 21000, et seq • 
Tb.e Co~ty of Humboldt alleges that this project is ex~~t 

". ~I"\ ~ 1'1.... M ... 7 1980 N .... ". ... ... . ".. 1 d .... ,.. -,.. ... rom ",.....,,,...._ ....... :.arc...., , a • o ... l.ce 0 .. .:.xemp ... l.on was ... l. e -..r......... ... ... e 
Humboldt COu:lty Clerk which stated that: ttThe:-e is no possibility t=:at 
the acquisi tio: will have an e!teet on the e:lvi:-o:::l:lent." 

The Commissio:l is a re$pO:l$ibl~ age:cy for this project uneer 
C~ and has independently evaluated and assessed the leae ag~cy's 
Notice o! Exemption. The site of the proposed project has also ~e:l 
inspecte~ ~ the Co~ssion stat!. 

The crOSSing is located in an area of sparsely settled 
forest ~~ ranch land. Acquisition o! the rigbt-ot-way a:e conve:-sion 
o! the crossing to :public status will per:lit i::np::"OV'e~e:lt o! the 
crossing to meet Co=cissio:c. sa!e~ standar~s. 

Notice of the application was published ~ the Co=missio:l's 
Daily Calendar OD December 11, 1979. No protests have been received. 
A. public heari:lg is not :c.ecessaX'j" • 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

FINDINGS 
...---....-----~ 

After consideration" the Co=izsion !i:lds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to co~ve=t the existing 

private crossing of Laraoee-Shively Road at grade across the Nortnweste=: 
Pacific Railroad C o:p any , s tracks to a public crossi~g in Eu:l'boldt 
Count.1" at the location aod suost~tially as ShOWll by pl~s attachee 
to the application, to be id.enti!iec as Crossing 5-242.4. 

2. Construction o! the crossing should be equal or superior to 
Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should co:J!or: to General Order 26-D. walkways 
should conform to General Order 118. 

4. ~otection at the crocsing should be two Standa:e No. 8 
!lashing li~t sign~ls (General Order 75-C). 

,. Construction cost o! the crossing a:d installation co~ o! 
the auto~3tic protection should be borne by the applic~t. 

6. Y..a.intenance o! the crossi:c.g should. be ill accord.a:lce wit~ 
General Order 72-B. Mainten~ce cost of the auto~tic protection should 
oe borne by the applica.~t pursuant to the provisions o! Section 1202.2 
~ t~ ~.~,. ~r.·,'.' C ~ o. Me ~~~.~c ~~~R~~~es o~e. 

7. Applicant is the lead agency tor this project pursuant to 
the California Envirorunetltal Q;uali t;y Act o! 1970, as atle=.dee.. 

8. The Co:cission is a responsible age::lcy tor this project a:lc' 

has independently evaluated and aS$esse~ the lead agene.1's No~ice ot 
Exemption. 

9. It can be seen with certainty that the activity in questio;:. 
cannot ~ossibly have a signi!icant effect on the environment. 

CONCLUSION .... _--- ....... -...-...-.-

On the basis o! tbe foregoing !in~ings, we conclu~e that 
the application should be grantee as set forth in the !ollowing order: 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. The County o! Humboldt is authorized to convert the existing 

private crossing at grade or Larabee-Shively Road across the Nortbweste:n 
Paci!ic Railroa~ Company's tracks to a :public crossing in E:um'boldt 
County, as set forth in the findings o! this decision. 
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2. 'Withir. thirty day!; after eO:Dpletion" pursua:t to this order., 
applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire i! not exercisee ~tbin two 
years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or ~odi!ied i! public 
convenience., necessity or safety so require. 

The ef:feetive date o:f t!lis oreer shall be thirty days a!ter 
the dat e hereo!' .. 

D ~ ~UN 3 1,·M s....· ate"" _______ =._o.;....u ____ 't at an l:anCl.SCO, 

Ca.li1"o~ia • 

Co==~~~~o~o~ Cl~~~o :. ~ed~1c~. ~o~~ 
~oc~c~~~~:y ~~~o~~. d~d ~ot ,c:~ici~to 
i::'. ~o c!.iS;PO$!. t!.o::. 0: tJ:!s ;procood!J:g .. 
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