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T/S:O 
91991. ~UL 2 i98b Decisio=. No. ___ _ 

BEFORE TEE WELlC UTlLlT IES COr.rllSSIO~ 0"; 'l!E.E STATE OF CA.LIFOR..~J.A 

Applicatio~ of the State o! Cali!or=ia,) 
Depart~eDt of Transportatio~ !or an ) 
order authoriz~s the co~st=uctio~ o! ) 
a crossing at separatio~ of grade over ) 
the tracks of the Southe~ ?aci!ic ) 
Tra~sportation Company's Elmhurst to l 
Santa Cla:=a CO\:!J.ty :a.inline track at 
approximate Railroad Yoile Post 28.72 
~~d Highway Station J3 429+16.029 in 
connection with the construction o! 
State Eighway Route 84 on new a1i~ent~ 
in the City ot Newark, County of 
Alameda. 

OPINION -- .... _-----

A??licatio~ No. 59389 
(Filee Ja:uary 18, 1980) 

As part of the D~ba~on Bridge Replacement Project on 
State Highway Route 84 in Alameda and ~ r~teo Counties fro: Route 17 
. F ... ~ ... 101' 'W: 1 P ,.. ..'" S..... ~ C ,. ~ . :l.:l re~o~t ... o Aou ... e l.~ .... en 0 ar.la, ... ~e ... a ... e 0... a ... 1..O:":l1.3, 

Depa:"t:ne~t of Tra:lsportation, requests authority to co~struct a g:-ade 
ser>aratio::l struct'l.:.re, to be 100''''~ as t!le "State Route 84 Newa::-k 
Overhead"., ove:- the tracks o! South<er.o. Paci!ic t.r:-ansportatio:l Co:pa:y' s 

~ain Line in the City o! Newark, Ala:eea County. 
The Calito:nia Depart~e:lt of 1'ra:sportatio: is the lead 

agency for the D~barton Briege Replacement ?roject on Route 84 in 
Alatleda a:ld S~ Mateo COu:lties., pu:-suant to the Calii"ornia E~vi:"On:nental 
Quality Act ot 1970, as amended (CEQA), Pu"olic Resources Code, Section 
21000 et seq. 

After preparatio~ and review of an Enviro~ental Impact 
Report, tbe California Depa~e::lt ot T=anspo=tatio:l approved t~e 
project and on ~y 2" 1974 , filed a Notice of Dete==i:latio~ ~~th 

the Secretary tor Resources which ~ound tb.a.t "The p:-oject will 7:.ave a 

sigc.i!'icant effect on th~ enviro::lI:lent. i' 
The Co~ission is a responsible agency tor t~s project 

under CEOfi and bas independently evaluated ~d assessed the lead 
agency's Enviro:l:ental Impact :?eport _ Tl:1e site ot tl:.e proposed grade 
separation has also been inspected by the Co~ssion statf • 
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A. 59389 SD 

The original Dumbarto~ Bridge was built in 1927 w~e~ the 
Sa: Pra~cisco Pe~insula and East Eay areas co~ected by it were still 
largely ru~al. Over the years, the bridge has played an integral pa.-t 
in establishing u=ba: growth ~d transportation patterns in tbe area. 
The existing bridge has beco:e obsolete and the proposed project would 
overco:e the deficiencies associated with :otorists' safety, traffic 
capacity, land capacity, navigatio~al interference, structure =ain
te~ance and t=af!ic rout~g. 

Adverse effects of the proposed project include the loss 
of farmland, a =i~or decrease in air ~uality, a decrease in the ~o~t 
of l~d available for recreatio~l activities, increased noise at 
specific locations and =inor disruption of existing bus~esses. 
Mitigation =easures include the Relocation Assistance and Relocation 
Pay:~t Programs, sou~d barriers, architectural desi~, landscap~6, 
and construction controls. 

Notice of the application was published in the Co:Qission's 
Daily Calendar on J~uar.7 31, 1980. No protests have been received • 
A public hearing is not necessa:j". 

FINDINGS 
--~~ ......... --

After consideration, the Co~ission finds: 
1. Applica:lt should be authorized to const:-uct the "State 

Route 84 Newark Ove:±ead" over th.e t=acks of Southern Pacific 
Tra:c.sportatio~ CO:P3:lY' s r!ain Line in the City of Newark, Al3.:lec.a 
Co~ty, at the location and substantially as sho~~ by the plans 
attached to the applicatio~, to be identified as Crossing L-28.?-A. 

2. Clearances should be in accordance with Ge~eral Order 
26-D; except that eu.~~g the period o! constructio~, a clearance of 
not less tban 22' 0" above top of rail should be authorized, a=.e 
Southern Pacific ~r~~ortation Co:p~y should be authorized to operate 
with such reducec overhead clearance provided tbat instructio~s are 
issued by the railroad and filed ~~th the Co~ission forbidding . 
employees to ride on tops of cars be~eath the structure. 

3. Applicant ~ould noti!y the Co==issio~ and Southern Pacific 
Tra.:lsportation CompSJlY at least 15, but not more tha:l 30, days in 

advance o! the date when the te:porar.y impaired clearance will ~e 
created. 
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• 4. Walkways should contort1 to Gene:-a1 O=der 118. Walkways 

• 

• 

adjace~t to any trackage subject to rail ope=ations shoule be ~in

tained free or obstructions ane Should pro~ptly be =estored to their 
original condition ~ the event of da~age du:ing construction. 

5. Construction and. maintena:ce costs of the "State Route 84-
Newark Overhead l1 Should 'be bo=ne in accorc.3.!lce .... "it=. an agree:e:lt to 
be entered into between the parties relative thereto, and a copy ot 
the agreement, together .... '1 th pla.:ls of tbe crossi~s app:-oved. by 
Southern Pacific Transportation Co=pany, should be filed with the 
Commission prior to co~enc~g construction. Should the parties 
tail to agree, the Cocmission will apportion the costs of co~truction 
and mai::lten3.:lce by fu:-the= order. 

6. Applicant is the lead agency for this p:'oject pursuant to 
the Califor.nia Enviro~ental Quality Act of 1970, as a:enc.ec.. 

7. The Co:oission is a responsible agency !o:, this project ane 
bas independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency·s ?i~l 
Enviro~ental Impact Report ~d Notice of Dete~ination • 

8. This project will have a $i~ifica:t effect on the envi=on
ment; however, tbe adopted :itigation measu:es .... 'ill either eli:inate 
or :,educe tbe severity of tbe adverse impacts. 

CONCLUSION -. .... .-..-.--_ .... --- ...... 

On the basis of tbe foregoing findings, we conclude that 
the application should be granted as set forth in the follo .... ~g order: 

ORDER -----..---
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The State or Califo:":lia, Departl:lent of Tr3:lspo~atio:l, is 
authorized to construct tbe "State Route 84 Newark Overhead" over the 
tracks of Southe:=. :i?acitic Transportation Co:pa:.y· s rain Line i!l the 
City of Newark, Ala::leda COU!lty, as set forth i:l the !i:ld:i:c.gs of this 
decision .. 

• 
2. witbin thi~y days after co:::pletio:l, pursua:.t to tbis order, 

applicant shall $0 advise the Co~~~ssion in writi:lg • 

-3-



.. 

• This autho~izatio~ shall expire i! not exe~cised within 
three years un:ess ti~e be extended or i! the above conditions a~ 
not co~plied with. Autno:izatio: =ay be revoked or :odi!ied if 
public convenience, necessity or safety so require. 

The effective date of this o~der shall be thirty days 
after the date hereof. 

Dated 4Ul 2 19811 , at San F:ancisc~, 
California. #!= <z.~ 


