T/5D 91991
Decisioz No. JUL 21980

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the o*ate oL Cal;forn;a,)

Department of Transportation for an ) @QL BNAl
orcer authorizing the cozstruction of

a crossing at separation of grade over
the tracks of the Soutkern Paciflic
Transportation Coxzpany's Zlxhurst to
Santa Clara County main lzne t.ac? at
approxirate Railroad Mile Post 28.72
and Highway Station J3 429+16. 02° in
connection with the construction of

)
Application No. 59329
State Zighway Route 84+ on new alzgn“en*i

(Filed Jazuary 18, 1980)

in the City of Newark, County of
Alameca.

0PIXICOYN

As part of the Duzbarton Bridge Replacement Project on
State Eighway Route 84 in Alameda and San Mateo Counties from Route 17
in Fremont to Route 101 in Meznlo Park, the State of Califormia,
Departament of Transportation, requests authority to cozstruct a grade
separation structure, to be knowz as the "State Route 34 Newark
Overhead", over the tracks of Soutkern Pacific Transportation Cozpazy’'s
Main Line in the City of Newark, Alameda County.

Tre California Department of Tra=zsportatiozn is the lead
agency for the Duzmbartoz Bridge Replacement Project on Route &4 iz
Alameda and San Mateo Counties, pursuant to the Califoraia Environmental
Quality Act of 1970, as amended (CEQA), Public Resources Code, Section
21000 et seq.

After preparation and review of arn Zavirozmental Impact
Report, the California Department of Transporvatioz approved the
project and on May 23, 1974, filed a Notice of Determination
the Secretary for Resources which found that "The project will kave a
significant effect on the environment."

The Commission is a responsidle agexney for this project
under CEQA and has independently evaluated axzd assessed the lead
ageney's Invironmental Impact Report. The site of the proposed grade
separation has also been inspected by the Commission staflf.
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The original Duxdarton Bridge was duilt in 1927 wken the
Saz Francisco Peninsula and Zast Bay areas connected by it were still
largely rural. Over the years, the bridge has played an integral part
in esgtablishing urbaz growth and traasportation patterns in the area.
The existing bridge has becozme obsolete and the proposed project would
overcoze the deficiencies associated with motorists' safety, traffic

capacity, land capacity, navigational interference, structure main-
tenance azd traffic routing.

Alverse effects of the proposed project inclucde the loss
of farmlancd, a minor decrease in air quality, a decrease iz the amouzmt
oL land availadle for recreational activities, increased noice at
specific locations and nminor disruptioz of existing dusinesses.
Mitigation measures include the Relocatioz Assistance and Relocation
Payment Frograms, sound barriers, architectural design, landscavizng,
and construction controls.

Notice of the application was publiched in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on January 31, 1980. No protests have deen received.
A public hearing is not necessary.

PINDINGS

After consideration, the Commission finds:

1. Applicant skhould be authorized To construct the “State
Route 84 Newark Overkead" over the tracks of Southern Pacific
Transpoztation Company's Maizn Line in the City of Newark, Alameda
County, at the locatior and substantially as shown by the plans
attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing L-28.7-A.

2. Clearances should be in accordance with Gemeral Oxder
26=D; except that during the period of construction, a clearance of
not less than 22' O" above top of rail should be authorized, and
Southern Pacific Transportation Cozpany should be auvthorized to operate
with such reduced overhead clearance provided that instructions are
issued by the railroad and filed with the Commission forbidding
empléyees to ride on tops of cars beneath the structure.

3. Applicant should notify the Coxmission and Southern Pacific
Transportation Company at least 15, but not more than 30, days in
advance of the date when the temporary izmpaired clearance will be
created.
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4. Walkways should conform to General Order 1l18. Walkways
adjacext to any trackage subject to rail operations should be main-
tained free of obstructions and should promptly be restored +to their
original condition in the event of damage during comstruction.

5. Construction and maintenance costs of the "State Route 34
Newark Overkead" should be borme in accordance with arn agreezent o
be entered into between the parties relative thereto, and a copy of
the agreexent, together with plans of the crossing approved by
Southern Pacific Traunsportation Company, should be filed with the
Commission prior £o commencing construction. Should the parties
fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of coastruction
and maintenance by further order.

€. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant <o
the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended.

7. The Commission is a responsidle agency for this project and
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Pinal
Eavironmental Impact Report and Notice of Determinati

8. Thic project will have a significant effect oz tbe eaviron~-
ment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will either elixinmate
or reduce the severity of the adverse impacts.

COXCLUSIONXN

On the basis of the foregoing findings, we conclucde that
the application should be granted as set forth in the following orxder:

CRDER
IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The State of California, Department of Traansportation, is
authorized to comstruct the "State Route 84 Newark Overhead" over the
tracks of Soutkerz Pacific Traansportation Company's Main Line in the
City of Newark, Alameda County, as set forth in the findings of this
decigiozn.

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this oxder,
applicant shall co advise the Commission in writing.

-
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This authorization skall expire if not exercised withixn
three years unless time be extended or if the adove conditions are
not coxplied with. Authorizatioz may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity or safety so require.

The effective date of this oxder shall be thirty days
after the date hereof.

Dated SUL 2 188n , at San Francisco,

California. ; !

7 President
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