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~ BEFORE ~EB PUBLIC UTIL!TIES COMMISSION OF THE STA~E OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City of Richmond,) 
a Munici~a1 Corporation for an order~ 
authorizing an at-grade crossing of 
a temporary detour for South 26th 
Street across the Point Isabel lead 
track of the Atchison, Topeka and l 
Santa Fe Railway CompaDY in the City 
of Richmond, Contra Costa County. 

OPINION iIIIIIIIII!.._ ___ .... _ 

@~~~u~&l 
A~~lication No. 59510 

(Filed r~rch 11, 1980) 

AS part of the Richmond Port and Marina Development Project, 
the City of Richmond requests authori~y to construct a tem?orary detour 
~or South 26th Street at grade across The Atchizon, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company's lead traCk in the City or Richmond, Contra Costa 
Cou."'lty. 

The City of Richmond is the lead agency for this project 
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970' (CEQA) , 
as amended, Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. 

~ After preparation and review of ~"'l Environmental. Im~act 
, Re~ort, the City of Richmond a~~roved the project. On June 12, 1975, 

• 

a Notice of Detemination was filed with the Contra Costa CO'Wlty Clerk 
and the Secreta:-y for Resources which round that "'!he project will have 
a significa:lt effect on the environment." 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
~der C~ a=d has inoepenoent1y evaluated ~d assessed the lead 
agency's Environmental Impact Report. The site of the proposed project 
has also bee~ inspected by tbe Commission star!. 

The proposed port and marina develop~ent will include 
sophisticated port facilities tor container loading and storage, a 
marina for small coats, new residential and commercial facilities, 
parking, and areas for public recreational uses. The South 26th Street 
detour is required to allow street and park construction for a p~rtion 
o! the marina while providing for local vehicular trarfic. It is 
estimated that the detour will be in service from one to five years, . 
de~endi:c.12: on the rate o! development of the marina !acilities • 
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~ The Richmond Port and Marina Development Project will have 

~ 

.~ 

a variety of natural and cultural impacts O!l the environment, 'both 
beneficial and adverse. Adverse impacts have been adequately addressed 
in the Environmental Impact Report with appropriate mitigation measures 
provided where deemed necessary. 

Appli~t advises that early construction or the detour 
crossing is necessary to facilitate completion or the public park 
are~ of the development project, thereby avoiding a possible delay in 
the use of boat berths and commercial facilities. It is~ therefore, 
requested that the usual thirty-day waiting period be waived. 

Notice of the application was pUblished in the Commissionfs 
Daily Calendar on MarCh 1;, 1980. No protests have been received. A 
public hearillg is not necessary. 

FINDINGS 
~ ... ~- .... --- .... 

Arter consideration, the Commission tinds: 
1. Applicant should be authorized to construct a temporary 

deto~ !or South 26th Street at grade across The Atchison, Topey~ and 
Santa Fe Railway Company's lead track in the City of Richmond., Contra 
Costa County, at the location and substantially as show: by pl~s 
attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing 2K-2.7-C. 

2. Construction of the crOSSing should be equal or superior to 
Standard No. 3 o~ General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances should conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
should. conform to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the crossing sbou1d be two Standard No. 8 
!lashi:g lignt signals (General Order 75-0). 

5. For a period not to exceed one year from the date of this 
order, protection at the crossing may be two Standard No. l-R crossing 
signs (General Order 75-0). 

6. Construction expense of the crossing and installation cost 
or the aut omatic protection and sign sat the crossing should be borne 
by the applicant. 

7. f'J.3.intenance of the crossing should be in accordance with 
General Order 72-B. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection 
should 'be borne by the applicant pursuant to the provisions or Section 
1202.2 of the Public Utilities Code. 
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8. Construction plans of the crossing, approved by The 
Atchison, 'J:Iopek:l. and Santa Fe Railway Company, together with a copy 
o! the agree~ent entered into between the parties involved, should 
be tiled with the Commission prior to commencing construction. 

9. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to 
the Calitornia Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended. 

10. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and 
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Final 
Environce~tal Impact Report. 

11. T~is project will have a significant effect on the 
environment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will either 
eli~nate or reduce the severity or the adverse impacts. 

12. Early construction o! the crossing is necessar,y to facilitate 
cO.::lpletion o! the public park area of the development project; 
therefore, the usual thirty-day waiting period should be waived. 

CONCLUSION 
~-- ......... ~----

• On the basis or the roregoing findings, we conclude that 

• 

the application should be granted as set forth in the following order: 

o R D E R -- - - ........... 
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. ~he City or Richmond is authorized to construct a temporary 
detou: ror South 26th Street at grade across The Atchison, Tope~~ and 
Santa Fe Railway Company's lead track in the City o! Richmond, Contra 
Costa County, as set forth in the findings of this decision. 

2. iJithin thirty days ai'ter completion, l"u.:"suant to this order, 
3.l"plieant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire i1' not exercised within 
two years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or mOdified if public 
convenience, necessity or safety so require • 
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8. Construction plans or the crossing, approved by The 
Atchison, Topeko. and Santa Fe Railway Company, together with a copy 
o! the agreement entered into between the parties involved, should 
be filed with the Commission prior to commencing construction. 

9. Applicant is the lead agency for this project pursuant to 
the Califo=nia Environmental ~ua1i~ Act of 1970, as ameneed. 

10. The Commission is a responsible agency tor this project ~d 
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Final 
Environ~ental Impact Report. 

11. T~is project will have a significant effect on the 
enviro~ent; however, the adopted mitigation measures will eithe~ 
eli~inate or reduce the severity or the adverse impacts. 

12. Early construction or the crossing is necessa.~ to facilitate 
completion o! the public park area ot the development project; 
therefore, the usual thirty-day waiting period should be waived. 

CONCLUSION 
----~.- .... - ... -.-, 

On the basis or the foregoing findings, we conclude that 
tbe application should be granted as set fo=th in the following oreer: 

o R D E R ------ ... ~ 
IT IS ORDEAED that: 

1. The City of Richmond is authorized to construct a temporary 
detour for South 26th Street at grade across The Atchison, Tope~~ and 
Santa Pe Railway Companyts lead track in the City of Richmond, Contra 
Costa Co~~ty, as set forth in the rindings or this decision. 

2. Within thirty days after completion, pursue.nt to t'b.iz oreer, 
applic~t shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

~his authorization shall expire if not exercised within 
two years unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified it public 
convenience, necessity or safety so require • 
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• 
The effective date 01' this order is the date hereof", 
Dated :4UL 2 1980 , at San Franeiseo, 

Ca11!ornia • 

• 

• 
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