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D~ci$ion No. 92349 OCT 221980 

BEFORE THE POBLIC OTILITIES CO~·1MISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of A. E. Miller, Jr. ) 
for deviation to Rule No. 15 line) 
extenzionz to pcrmit.ov~r.head , 
utility zcrvice to T~act'Numbers,' 
8749 .. and.8750. ) 

-----------------------------, 

Application No. 58547 
(Filed December 22, 1978; 
amended August l4, 1979) 

Edwin M. Byles and Cl~rcnce Onnevehr, 
for .:lpplicant. 

Clayson, Rothrock & Mann, by Eugene A. 
Nazarek, Attorney ~t Law, fo~ Hl-Desert 
county Water District, interested 

.. p~rty. . 
Ellen LeVine, Attorney at Law, and 

Vladizlav Bevc, P.E., for the Cornmizzion 
staff. 

o PIN ION 

By application filed December 22, 1978 A. E. Miller, Jr. 
(applicant), requests Commission authorization to deviate from the 
undergrounding provisions of Southern California Edison Company's 
line extension rule, Rule No. 15. Applicant plans to develop 
two tracts of high desert land located about two miles north 
of ~ucca Valley in San Bern~rdino County, and seekc this deviation 
in order to permit installation of overhead electric, telephone, 
and cable television lines. 

Were we to considcr this application on its merits, 
there is no question that it would be denied. We arc,however, 
precluded from doing so by the provisions of the Permit Stream­
lining Act (Government Code Sections 65920, et sc~.). Public 
agencies are required by this Act to approve or disapprove ~ 

applications for development projects within specified periods 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

A.58547 ALJ/ks Alt.-RDG 

of time. LOud ugcncies ~rc given one year to issue ~ decision 
(Government Code Section 65950). Responsible agencies must issue 
a decision within either 180 O.:lys from the date on which the lC.:ld 
.:lgency approves the project or 180 days from the date on which 
an application was received for the proj ec't, whichever is longer. 
(Government Code Section 65952). In the event a lead or 
responsiblc agcncy fails to approve or disapprove a project 
application within those time limits, the project will be deemed 
approved by operation of Law (Government.Code. Section· 65956) • 

The County of San Bernardino h~s the principal 
responsibility for the development at issue and is the lead agency 
for the project under both the Permit Streamlining Act and the 
California Environmental Quality Act (Public Reso.u·rc~~~~de, : 
Section 21000, et seq.). The Commission is a responsible agency. 
As lead agency the County prepared an Environmental Impact Report 
and .:lpprovee the project in 197e. Although applicant filed an 
amended .J.pplication August 14, 1979 with the Commission, under 
Government Code Section 65952 the Commission w~s still required 
to approve or disapprove the application to construct overhead 
lines by February 10, 1980. Since that date has passed, the 
a?plic~tion has been approved by operation of law. 

Findings of Fact 
1. Applic~tion No. 58547 was initi.:llly fil~d with the 

Public Utilities Commission December 22, 1978 and was amend cd 
August 14, 1979. 

2. The County of San Bernardino prepared an Environmental 
Imp.J.ct Report and approved the project in 197&. 

3. The Commission ~ia not approve or disapprove~ the 
.J.pplication prior to February 10, 1980 • 
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. Conclusionz of L~w . 
1. Applic~tions to deviate from utility undergrounding 

rules ~re subjcct to the Permit Streamlining Act. 
2. The County of S~n Bernardino is the lead agcncy 

for the project at i=sue in this application. 
3. The Public Otilitie= Commiz~ion is a responsible 

agency for the project. 
4. The application has been opproved by operation of l~w 

under Government Code Section 65956. 

ORO E R 

IT IS ORDERED that the application of A. E. Miller, Jr., 
to install overhead electric, telephon~ and cable television lines 

has been approved by operation of low. 
The effective date of this order shall be thirty days 

after the date hereof. 
Dated _________ O_CT~_2_2~~~80~·~· _____ , at San Francisco, 

California. 

pres:l.dent 

• I 

CO%l::l!8s1onol" Cl&ire ~. Dodr1ok. 'bo1~ 
neeoesar11y ~~8Qnt. did not partiCipate 
1n tho d!O~8it:'Qn of th!.o. :proeood.i=g~ 

'. 


