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C. 5438 Pet. 127 - T/HEC/IE 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Investigation) 
for the purpose of considering and) 
determining minimum rates for ) 
transportation of fresh or green ) 
fruits and vegeta,bles and related ) 
items statewide as provided in ) 
Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A, and the ) 
revisions or reissues thereof. ) 

Case No. 5438 
Petition for Mo~ification 

No. 127 
(Filed May 22, 1980) 

(Amended September 19, 1980) 

EIGHTH INTERIM OPINION AND O'RDER 

By its petition California Trucking Association (CTA) seeks 

an increase in rat~s and charges in the Commission's Minimum Rate 

Tarif: 8-A (MRT 8-A) of 13.25 percent. MRT 8-A contains minimum rates 

and rules governing the statewide transportation of fresh fruits and 

vegetables from points of production to wholesale and retail markets. 

The tariff was initially published in 1940 as Highway 

Carrier's Tariff No.8 and subsequent general studies were conducted 

in 1952, 1962 and 1972. The rates and charges of MRT 8-A were predi-

catea upon cost and eCOnomic studies conduc!ea by the staff during the 

period 1972 through 1974 and were established by the Commission in 

Decision No. 85826 dated May 18, 1976 in Order Setting Hearing No. 99. 

Subsequent increases of 8.S pe~cent and 12 percent, reflecting 

increases in labor and other costs, were a~thorized in 1977 and 1978, 

respectively • 
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Presently, the tariff is subject to additional increases as 

described in surcharge supplements. A surcharge percentage of 9.5 

percent applies on charges computed at rates subject to minimum 

weights of 4,000 pounds or more and a 7.75 percent surcharge applies 

on all other rates and charges with certain named exceptions. 

The staff recommends that the present interim surcharges be 

increased. The increase (interim) would reflect additional labor 

costs. CTA states that the carriers are experiencing increases in 

virtually every category of operating expense. 

The staff recommends an interim increase of five (5) percent 

to be added to the present surcharges. CTA petitions that the 

increase is needed to cover costs mainly resulting from recent labor 

.negotiations. 

• 

In ~he circumstances, the Commission finds that an interim 

increase of five (5) percent is needed and should be added to the 

present surcharge. A public hearing on the petition will be scheduled 

at a later date. The Commission concludes that the interim increase 

should be granted as set forth in the ensuing order, the order should 

be made effective on the date hereof. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

,. Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A (Appendix B to Decision No. 85826, 

as amended) is further amended by incorporating therein, to become 

effective November 24,1980, Supplement 11, attached hereto and by this 

reference made a part hereof • 
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2. Common carriers subject to the Public Otilities Act, to the 

extent that they are subject also to Decision No. 85826, as amended, 

are directed to establish in their tariffs the increase necessary to 

conform with the further adjustments ordered by this decision. 

3. Common carriers maintaining rates on a level other than the 

minim~ rates for transportation for which rates are prescribed in 

Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A are authorized to increase such rates by the 

s~~e amounts authorized by this decision for the respective tariff 

rates. 

4. Common carriers maintaining rates on the same level as 

Minimum Rate Tariff a-A rates for the transportation of commodities 

and/or for transportation not Subject to these tariffs are authorized 

to increase such rates by the same amounts authorized by this decision e for the respective tariff rates. 

s. Common carriers maintaining rates at levels other than the 

minim~~ rates for the transportation of commodities and/or for trans

portation not subject to Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A are authorized to 

increase such rates by the same amounts authorized by this decision 

for the respective tariff rates. 

6. Any provisions currently maintained in common carrier 

tariffs which are more restrictive than, or which produce charges 

greater than, those contained in Minimum Rate Tariff a-A are 

authorized to be maintained in connection with the increased rates and 

charges directed to be established by Ordering Paragraph 2 hereof. 

7. Tariff publications required to be made by common carriers 

as a result of this order shall be filed not earlier than the effece tive date of this order and may be made effective not earlier than the 

effective date of the supplement attached hereto on not less than 
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five days' notice to the Commission and to the public; as to tariff 

publications which are authorized, but not required, the authority 

shall expire unless exercised within Sixty days after the effective 

date of this order. 

8. Common carriers, in establishing and maintaining the rates 

authorized by this order, are authorized to depart from the provisions 

of Section 461.5 of the Public Utilities Code to the extent necessary 

to adjust long- and short-haul departures now maintained under out-

standing authorizations: such outstanding authorizations are hereby 

modified only to the extent necessary to comply with this order; and 

schedules containing the rates published under this authority shall 

make reference to the prior orders authorizing long- and short-haul 

departures and to this order. 

9. Common carries are authorized to depart from the 

• Commission's tariff circular requirements only to the extent necessary 

in establishing the surcharge supplement authorized by this order. 

• 

10. In all other respects, Deci~ion No. 85826, as amended, shall 

remain in full force and effect. 

". The Executive Director shall serve a copy of this decision 

on every common carrier, or such carriers' authorized tariff publish

ing agents, performing transportation services subject to Minimum Rate 

Tariff 8-A. 
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• 12. The Executive Director shall serve a copy of the tariff 

amendment on each subscriber to Minimum Rate Tariff 8-A. 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 

Dated NOV 18 19.8:0 , at Sa.n Francisco, Cal ifornia. ------------------

• 
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SURCHlIRCE Sl1!'JlLF.1'ENT 

SUPPI.tMl':NT 11 

(CanCt'llIJ Supplamnt 10) 

TO 

MINIMUM RlI'I'E: TlIRll"l" 9~A 

NlI."IINC 

MINlMUM RATES AND RULES 

tOR THE 

TM'lSPOn'l'ATXON 01" 1"RESH 1"RUITS, 

l'RESH VECJ:TIIDUS AND E~I'T'i 

CONTlIINEllS OVF.R THE PUDLIC HIGHWAYS 

I3ETWEEN I'OINTS IN TllE STATE OF 

CAt.I1"Oi~lIlI liS OI~SCRIDEO HE:Rl':IN' 

UY 

MOlAL HICHN}W CO~10N CARRll!:It.<; 

lIIGlIN,W CONTRACT CJ\.RRIERS 

lIC.IUCULTURAL CARRIERS 

92438 

I"l'Il~('I by th .. 
l'UllLIC UTILITIES COM-... ISSION OF' TIm STATE Ol" CALII"O~rfl 

State nulldinQ, Civic Conter 
I'M I'r. .... nc1st;'o, Cali t'ornia 9~lO 2 



,'flPPLICATION Or' SURClIMQ!: 

r;x.;:opt .... 11 othorwine provioo~, COmpute the l\JrQWlt ot cn .... rgcs in accor<lAncC! with l'.!tt~!1 
.'IIl<.l rules in tl1i~ tad tr and incr" ...... e the amount 110 computed as tollowill (See Exception) 

1. ny !o",rteen and one-halt (l4~) pel:"cent on ChAl:"gell computod At 
rAtes subject to minirnW1l ..,eights ot 4,000 poundll or more; 

2. ny t"'elve and throo-quartor9 (12-3/4) porcent on all other rates 
Md charges. 

["01' pUI'p()90Q of d;i.l'lposinq of tractions undel:" prov;i.!!Iionli hereot, tractiOM ot 10s8 thM 
on('~haH (l/2) cent shall bo droppc(l and tractioM ot oM-hlllt (1I2) c .. nt or qJ"lOl\ter "h.,l.l 
)w incr""ood to thc Mxt high~r ..,hol(' c.~nt. 

1<l\Cl';PTTON: Thco Burch,'r~1f' hC!l'Oin RhAll not .... pply to; 

1. It"rn 50 - Dopot allO .... Mce; 

2. IWITW 70, 00, 90 lind 100 - (Railhel\d-tO'"r .... ilh~"d ch .... rgell only) I 

J. I tOiM 110 lind 1~0 - IIcco:uol'ial Sel:"vicoa I 

4. Itom 150 - ChargM f.or Loading dna lJnloaaJ.ngl 

5. Item 160 - Special Charges on Shipmonts De.tined to certain Prod",oe 
Terminals I 

6. Itom 2GO - Collect on Oelivery (C.O.D.) Shipments/ 

7. Items 290 I 300 an'" 310 - ChAl:"gea tor l>ro~uee Service Shipment, 
Split o.11~ry an~ Split PickuPI 

8. Itom JJO - Cl:"098 Woight (Chargos resulting ~der pdl:"Agl'aph (d). 

TH!!: END 

~-.------------f 
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