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92624 
Decision No. January 21, 1981 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
Airborn of Sonoma County, Inc., a ) 
California corporation) to sell and ) 
the Sonoma County Airport Express, ) 
a California corporation, for ) 
authority to acquire, pursuant to ) 
Section 851, ct seq. of the' ) 
California Public Utilities Code. ) 

-----------------------------) 

Application No. 59957 
(Filed September 23, 1980) 

o PIN ION 

Airborn of Sonoma County, Inc. (seller) and Sonoma County 

Airport Express (purchaser), a corporation, have jointly applied for 
1. 

'/'l 
D certificate of public co~veniencc ann necczsi~ presently! the transfer of 

• held by the seller issued under pecision No. 91993 doted July 2, 1980. 

• 

That decision aut.hori~ed the operation' 0.::; .:J passenger st.age cc)rporation 

between terminals in Santn Rosa, and Rohnert Park) on the one hand, 

and San Francisco International and Oakland International Airports, on 

the other hand. Seller, at the time of filing of the application, had 

not commenced service; it intended to do so, however, prior to 

October 2, 1980.11 Purchaser will assume the oblieation to render 

service to the public in conformity with the requirements of the 

certificate of public convenience and necessity; it will adopt the 

appropriate sections of seller's turiff and timetable. 

17 Service has been delayed until the end of November 1980 because 
of a decision to convert the carrier's vehicles to propane fuel . 
However, insurance is on file. 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

A.59957 - ALJ/FSVhh ~ 

It is alleged that purchaser has the necessary financial 

ability to operate. It has issued $50,000 of common stock 

~ncl h~s commitments in excess of that amount, if necessary for the 

operation of the business. 

,/ ..... 

The cor.trolling parties of seller are David Arnold, 

Christian E. Eddleman, and Jim Marshall. the first two individuals 

will be directors and major shareholders of buyer. The third director 

and oajor shareholder will be the attorney for both corporations. 

the purpose of the transfer is a change in the identity of 

the perso9s controlling the certificate holder. It is alleged that 

the transfer is in the best interests of the public and that the 

public will not be adversely affected in any way by the granting 

the proposed authority to transfer. It is also claimed that the 

matter is noncontroversial. Service by mail wa.s established on 

competitor based in Santa Rosa. No protests have been received. 

Findings of Fact 

of 

n. 

1. Purchaser has the financial ability, personnel, and equip­

ment necessary to conduct the proposed s~rvic~. 

? The proposed transfer would not be adverse to the public 
interest. 

The Commission concludes tha.t the application should be 

gran~ed and that a public hearing is not necessary. 

The order which follows will provide for, in the event the 

transfer is completed, the revocation of the certificate presently 

held by Airborn of Sonoma County, Inc. and the issuance of a 

certificate in a.ppendix form to Sonoma. County Airport Express. 
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Purchaser is placed on notice that operative rights~ as 

such~ do not constitute a class of property which may be capitalized 

or used as an element of value in rate fixing for any amount of money 

in excess of that orieinnlly paid to the State as the consideration 

for the grant of such rights. Aside from their purely permissive 

aspect) such rights extend to the holder a full or partial monopoly of 

a class of business. This monopoly feature may be modified or 

canceled at any time by the State~ which is not in any respect limited 

as to the r.umber of rights which may be given. 

o R D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. On or before April 1, 1981, Airborn of Sonoma County, Inc . 

may sell and transfer the operative r~ghts and property referred to in 

this application to Sonoma County Airport Express. 

2. Within thirt:y days after the transfer purchaser shall file 

with the Commission written acceptance of the certificate and a true 

copy of the bill of sale or other instrument of transfer. 

3. Purchaser shall amend or reissue the tariffs and timetables 

on file with the Commission~ naming rates and rules governing the 

common carrier operations transferred to show that it has adopted or 

established~ as its own, the rates and rules. The tariff and 

timetable filings shall be made effective not earlier than ten days 

after the effective date of this order on not less than ten days· 

notice to the Commission and the public) and the effective date of the 

-3-



• 

• 

• 

A.S9957 - ALJ/FS 

tariff and timetable filings shall be concurrent with the transfer. 

The tariff and timetable filings made pursuant to this order shall 

comply in all respects with the regulations governing the construction 

and filing of tariffs and timetables set forth in the Commission's 

General Orders Nos. 79-Series and 98-Series. Failure to comply with 

the provisions of General Orders Nos. 79-Series and 98-Series may 

result in a cancellation of the operating authority granted by this 

decision. 

4. In the event the transfer authorized in paragraph 1 is 

completed, effective concurrently with the effective date of the 

tariff filings required by paragraph 3, a certificate of public 

convenience and necessity is granted to Sonoma County Airport Express, 

a corporation, authorizing it to operate as a passenger stage cor­

poration, as defined in Section 226 of the Public Utilities Code, 

between the points and over the routes set forth in Appendix A of this 

decision. 

S. The certificate of public convenience and necessity granted 

by Decision No. 91993 is revoked effective concurrently with the 

effective date of the tariff filings required by paragraph 3. 

6. Purchaser shall comply with the safety rules administered by 

the California Highway Patrol, the rules and regulations of the 

Commission's General Order No. 98-Series, and the insurance require­

ments of the Commission's General Order No. lOl-Series. 
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7. Purchaser shall maintain its accounting records on a 

calendar year basis in conformance with the applicable Uniform System 

of Accounts or Chart of Accounts as prescribed or adopted by this 

Commission and shall file with the Commission, on or before March 31 

of each year, an annual report of its operations in such form, 

content, and number of copies as the Commission, from time to time, 

shall prescribe. 

The effective date of this order shall be thirty days after 

the date hereof. 

Dated ____ JA_N __ 2_1~l9~~~l ______ , at San Francisco, California. 

Corr~issioners 

-5-



• 

• 

• 

r/FRC 

Appenau; A SONO:t-:A. CCtm'I''l AmpORT EXPRESS 
(a California Corporation) 

Origin41 Title Paze 

CE!'.T IF I CATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CO~mNIE!\CE ANt ~"ECESSIT:: 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE COR'POP.ATI():: 

PSC - 1120 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, res:rictions, li~itations, 
exceptions an~ privileges applicable thereto . 

All changes an~ amendments as authorizec by the 'Public Utilities 
Co:cission of the State of California will be Ita~e as re'"ise': 
pages or added original pages. 

Issued 
dated 
of the 

i 
': ~J......,.1 

1 _' 
'.~-'. 

• h' f D •• N 92624 
unoer j~~~fl~81° eCls~~nth~'public Utilities Comcis~ion 
State of California, in Application No. 59957. 
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Appenciix A 

SECTION I. 

SONOY~ COUNTY AIRPORT EXPRESS 
(a California Corporation) 

(PSC-1120) 

Original Page 1 

GENERAL AUTHORIZATIONS, RES'I'F"ICTIONS, LIMITA'I'IOl~S 
AND SPECIFICA'I'IO~~. 

Sonoma County Airport Express, a California corporation, 
by the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to operate 
as a passenger stage corporation granted in t~c decision note~ lr, 

the margin, is authorizeo to transport passen~e=s an~ their bagga~~ 
between Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa and Rohnert Park, on the one 
han~, anC: San Francisco and Oaklanc International Airports, on tL:; 
otber banc, over ano along the routes hereinafter described, 
subject however, to the autbority of this Commission to change or 
mocify said route at an)f ti::e and subject to the following provi­
sions: 

a. When route descriptions are given in one cirectio~, 
they apply to operation in eitber direction unless 
otherwise indicated. 

b. No passengers shall be transported e:::cept those 
having origin or destination at either 
San Francisco International Airport or Oakland 
International Airport. 

c. No service shall be provicieci froe San Francisco 
International Airport or Oaklanci International 
Airport unless provided pursuant to an aclv~nce 
reservation. 

d. Service may also be provided on an 'on-callU basis. 
The term "on-call" as used herein refers to service 
which is authorizec to be rencerec depencent on the 
demands of passengers. The tariffs ana ttmetables 
shall show the conditions uncer which each 
authorized "on-call" service will be rendered . 

Issued by California Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision No. __ 9_2_6_2_4 __ , Application No. 59957. 
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Appe:\~ :!.~: A SONO~~~ COUNTY AIRPORT EXPRESS 
(a California Co;poration) 

(PSC-1120) 

Original Page 2 

SECTION II. ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS. 

Route ~o. 

1. Santa Rosa - Rohnert Park - San Francisco Internation~l 
Airport 

2. 

Coomencing at the Flamingo Hotel in S~nta Rosa, thence O"J·;:;: 
the most convenient and appropriate st=eets anci roa~s to 
Highway 101, Rohnert Park Expressway, Rohnert Park, return 
and continue on Highway 101, and over and along the streets 
in San Francisco and ove~ the most appropriate high~~ys, 
streets and roads to the passenger terminal at San Francisco 
International Airport. 

Santa Rosa - Rohnert Park - Oakland International Airport 

Commencing at the Flamingo Hotel in Santa Rosa, thence 
over the most convenient and appropriate streets. and roads 
to Highway 101, Rohnert Park Expressway, Rohnert Park, return 
an~ continue on Highways 101 and 17, Hegenberger Roae, 
Airport Drive, in Oaklan~ and to the passenger terminal at 
Oakland International Airport. 

(END OF APPEND IX) 

Issueo by California Public,Ucilities C~ission. 

Decision No. __ 9_2_6_2_4 ___ , Application No. 59957. 


