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Decision No. 92~03 APR 7 1$.8? 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TKE ST.A.~E OF CALIFORNIA 

In the matter o! the application of ) 
SOOT~~ PACIFIC T~~SPORTATION COMPANY ) 
tor an o~der authorizing the relocation ) 
at grade of an industrial spur track in, ) 
upon and across Goshen Avenue (Avenue 304)) 
in the City ot Visalia, County ot Tulare, < 
State of California. ) 

OPINION ... ---_ ......... 

Application No. 600?9 
(Filed Novem~er 1" 1980) 

Southern Pacific Transportation Company requests authority to 
relocate ~~ industrial spur track at grade approximately 180 feet 
easterly across Goshen Avenue (Avenue 304) in the City or Visalia, 
Tulare County. 

tit The COl:lmission is the lead agency :for this project PW:-Sua:lt 
to the California Environmental Quality Act of 19?0, as amended, 
Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. The site of the proposed 
project has been inspected by tbe Commission stat!. 

Moore Business Forms, Inc. es~ablisbed its Visalia business 
!or::s plant on the present sitei:l 1961, at which time a spur track 
crossing o! Goshen Avenue was authorized so that rail service could be 
provided to the plant. Subsequent expansion of the plant in 1968 
required that the spur track crossing be moved 40 feet easterly ot 
the origi:lal location. Further plant expansion now makes it necessary 
to relocate the crossing ot Goshen Avenue easterly an additional 180 
teet. 

Applicant states that Moore Business Forms is in need or 
iomediate rail service to its expanded plant facilities and, therefore, 
re~uests that the usual thirty-day effective date on an order be 
waived. As all concerned parties are in agreement as to the necessity 
for the crossing, applicants request a waiver or the usual thirt,y-
day effective date on which an order will be granted. 

-1-



A .. 60079 ~/SD 

Notice or the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on Nov~ber 18, 1980. No protests have 
been received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant requests authorit,y pursuant to Sections 120l-l20S 
or tJle Public Utilities Code to relocate an industrial spur track at 
grade approximately 180 feet easterly across Goshen Avenue in the 
City of Visalia, Tulare County. 

2. The relocated industrial spur track crossing is required to 
provide continued rail service to the expanded plant facilities of 
~oore Business Forms. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require relocation of the 
industrial spur track crossing. 

4. Public sarety requires that protection at the crossing be 
two Stand~rd No. 9 automatic gate-type signals (General Order 75-C). 

,. Pending installation of the automatic gate-type signals, 
the requirements of public safety at the crOSSing may be met by 
installation or two Stancard No. l-R crossing signs (General Order 
75-0) and flagging of the crossin;. 

6. The Commission is the lead agency for this project pursuant 
to the Cali!ornia Environmental Quality Act or 1970, as amended. 

7. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a significant impact on the 
envirom:lent. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The usual thirty-day e!'rective date on the order should be 
waived as the industry to be served has need for i~ediate rail 
service at its expanded plant facilities. 
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o R D E R 
~--- .... 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Southern Pacific Transportation Company is authorized to 

relocate an industrial spur track at grade approximately lSO' easterly 
across Goshen Avenue (Avenue ;04) in the City of Visalia, Tulare 
County, at the location and substantially as shown by the plan attached 
to the a,plication, to be identified as Crossing BAC-246.9;-O. 

2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior to 
Standard No. 1 01" General Order 72-B. 

;. Clearances shall conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
shall conform to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the crossing shall be two Sta:c.dard No. 9 
automatic gate-type signals (General Order 75-0). 

5. For a period not to exceed one year from date of this 
order, protection at the crossing may be two Standard No. l-R 
crossing Signs (General Order 75-0). No on-rail vehicle shall 
operate over the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and 
traffic on the roadway protected by a member 01" the crew, or other 
competent employee of the railroad, acting as a flagman. The 1"lagman 
shall place a minimwn 01" two fusees on each side 01" the track prior 
~o e~try 01" the on-rail vehicle into the crossi~6. 

6. Written instructions shall be issued by the railroad to 
trai~~, operating over the crossing, to comply with the flagging 
instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filed with the 
Commission within thirty days after installation of th~ crossing. 
Suitable signs shall be installed on both sides 01" Goshen Avenue, 
calling the attention of trainmen to the flagging instructions. The 
flagging instructions outlined herein shall remain in full !¢rce until 
the required automatic protection is installed and operative. 

7. Construction e~ense of the crossing and installation cost 
01" the automatic protection shall be borne by the applicant. 

S. Maintenance 01" the crossing sball con1"oX':D to General Order 
72-B. Maintenance cost 01" the automatic protection shall be bor.ae 
by the applicant. 
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9. Upon the completion o! the relocated industria~ ,spur 
track and its ope~ing to rail traffic, the rails at the existing 
crossing, Crossing BAC-246.9-C, shall be removed and the street 
area repaved. 

10. Within thirty days after completion, pursuant to this 
order, applicant shall so advise the Commission in writing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised witbin 
one year unless time be extended or if the above conditions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
conveni~ce, necessity, or safety so require. 

The effective date of this order is the date hereof. 
Dated APR 7 19.81, , at San FranCiSCO, 

California. 

1ibwf.1c <? ~C 
Comm:l.SSl.oners 


