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D~cision 93065 MAY 191981 

BEFORE THE POBLIC UTILITIES CO~1ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

In the matter of the application ) 
of Pacific Mountain Adventures ) 
for certificate of public con- ) 
venience and necessity to operate ) 
passenger service between points ) 
within the State of California. ) 
(Specific routes described within ) 
body of application.) ) 

-------------------------------, 

Application 60123 
(Filed December 4, 1980) 

o PIN ION --------
General Request 

By this application Pacific Mountain Adventures, a 
California corporation, seeks authority from the Commission for a 
certificate of public convenience and necessity to establish a 
passeng~r stage corporation to provide guided camping tours within the 
State of California and other western states on an "on call" basis. 

Discussion 
The proposed tours and specific routes are described in 

Exhibit B of the application. Only two of the tours, Gold Country tour 
and Northern California tour, will be operated within California and 
require the Commission's authority_ Applicant has filed with the 
Interstate Co~~erce Commission for authority to operate the interstate 
tours. 

Accommodations will be at the national, state, and county 
camping facilities, and all necessary camping equipment will be 
provided by applicant. The proposed fares, rules, and regulations 
governing the services are set forth in Exhibit C of the application. 
Applicant proposes to initiate the service with a Dod9c B 300 maxiw390n , 
having a seating capacity of 12 including the driver and guide. 
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Applic~nt ~11eges th~t it hJS sufficient rin~nci~l resources 
to provide the proposcd serviccc. A copy of the ~pplic~nt's pro form~ 
monthly fin~nci~l statement, Exhibit E, is ~tt~ched to the applic~tion. 

The service ap~licant proposes is not strictly transportation. 
It will transport patrons, on an on-call -basis (with a minimum of e) in 
conjunction with camping in national, state, and county camping 
facilities or c~mpgrounds. The c~mping activity will be overseen and 
organized by the tour guides, and applicant will furniSh all camping 
equipment. The tour-camping excursions ~re of S- to 21-day dur~tion, 
in regions such ~s: Redwood Co~st, Death V~J.ley, Gold Country, etc. 
Rafting trips are part of some of the trip itineraries. 

The service applicant propozcs is principally that of out­
fitting and provisioning camping excursions, with heavy emphasis on 
n~tural ~nd local history information by its guides. The transportation 

.. is ancillary to this primary service. Since the pri'ncipa1 undertaking 
,., is orgDnized camping trips, with incidental transportation between 

itinerary points, applicant docs not hold itself out to the public as 
a passenger stage corporation. Accordingly, J passenger stage certifi­

cate is not required. 
Our application of the primary business test here is akin to 

oth~r holdingz on what conztitutes public utility service. For 
ex~mple, in Decision 89323, C~zc 10127 et al., issued September 6, 1978, 
we found that hotels ond ho~pitQ1z are not telephone utilities, al­
though they provide telephone termin~l equipment facilitie$, for ~ 

charge, that intertic with the telephones' network. Their provision 
of communications servic~s arc incident~l to th~ir main endC3vors. 
The prim~ry business t~st involve~ determining whether transportation 
is ancillary to another actlvlty or on integral part of the overall 
endeQvor. (W. H. Burke (1972) 74 CPUC 267, p. 274., Here, moving ~ 
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p~tron~ between point~ for camping, r~fti~g, natural history 
orientation, etc., is only ~ncillJry to the overall specialized 
service the applicant offers. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant will, for compensation, take ~~trons on guided 
c~mping, nature, and historic~l interest orientation, and rafting 
trips. 

1 
~ 
I 
I 
j 

2. Applicant's operation will be seasonal, Jn~ on an on-call 
basis, zubject to a minimum number of patrons. 

3. Applicant'S primary business enoeavor will be to offer 
guided camping trips uno nature orientation, ancillary to that 

~applicant will transport patrons between itinerary points. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. ·~pp1icJnt's propozed tranzportation service is incidental 

and ancillary to the primary business undertaking of conductin9 9uided 
camping, rafting, and nature orientation outings, and is not public 
utility common carriage. 

2. The application should be dismissed bec~uce the requested 
operating authority is not necessary. 
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OR D E R 

IT IS ORDERED that Application 60123 is dismissed. 
This order becomes effective 30 days from today. 
Dated MAY 1919am ' ~t San Francisco, California. 


