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932Z0 JUN 16 1981 
Decision ____ _ 

:BEFORE TEE POEI.IC UTILI~IES COr.MISSION OF TE"B STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

A~?lieation o! the State or Calirornia, 
Depart:lent or Transportation tor B...¥J. 
order authorizing, on State Route 97 in 
Siskiyou County, the reconstruction ot the 

) 
) 

~ 
two-lane higb.way rrom the junction of ) 
State Route 265 in Weec. to 1.7 miles south ) 
of County Road A12. Reconstruction includes ~ 
::tinor wic.eni:::tg and realig;c.::.ent., the addition 
of left-tu...~ lanes a.:lc. a truck la:le, and con­
struction or a new bridge. 

--------------------------------------) 
OPINION -_.....-"----

Application 60244 
(Filed Feb~ 5, 1981) 

As part of the project to reconstruct State Route 97 from 
its junction ~~th State Route 265 in the City or Weed to 1.7 miles 
south of County Roac. A-12, the State of California., DepartI:leIlt or 
Transportation, req,uests .authority to reconstruct and widen the 'W'eed 
Overhead on State Route 97 over the traCks or Southe~ Pacific 
Transportation Company's (S?T) ~ain Line in the City of Weec., 
Siskiyou COu:l.ty. 

Applicant is the lead agency for this project under the 
Caliror:lia mviro:c.:lental Q,uali ty Act of 1970 (CEQ).), as amended, Public 
Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. After ?re~aration and review of 
an Initial Study, applicant issued a Negative Declaration and approved 
the project. On Janu.a-::y 2, 1980., a Notice or Deter::niDation was filed 
with the Secretary for Resou=ces which foune. that: "The project will 
not have a sig:li1"iea!lt ei'fect on the enviro:l:le:c.t. If 

The Co~ission is a res,o:c.sible agency ro~ this project 
under CEQA ane has inde~e:c.de:c.t1y evalttated and assessed the lead 
age:c.cy's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site o~ the 
pro!)osed project has 'bee: inspected by the Co=ission .staff • 

-1-



• 

• 

• 

A.60244 T/SD 

The existing State Route 97 in the vicinity or the City of 
Weed does not meet current traffic desi~ st~dards nor is it 
structw:-ally adequate for the loadings imposed by heavy trucks. The 
reconstruction project includes :i:oor highway widening and realig:o:ent, 
the addition of le~t-turn lanes and a truck lane, and constru~io:o of 
a :lew bridge. 

!~otice or the application was published i:l the Co=ission' s 
Daily Calendar on Februar,r 11, 1981. No protests have been received. 
;.. public hearing is not nece ssary .. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applica:t requests authority under Sections 1201-120, of 
the Public Utilities Code to reconstruct and wid~ the Weed Overhead 
on State 3.oute 97 over the tracks of SJ?r' s ;rr~in Line in the City of 
Weed, Siskiyou COU!'lty. 

2. Reconstruction of the overhead is required to reduce accident 
potential and i::nprove tra!i'ic now. 

;. Public convenience, necessity, and sai'ety requi::e reconstruc­
tion and widening of the Weed Overhead. 

4. Applicact is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 
as amended. 

5. The Comr.ission is a ::-esponsible agency for this proj ect 
and has independently evaluatec, and assessed the lead agency's Initial 
Study and Negative Decla=ation. 

6. This project will have no sig::.ificaJ:lt impact on the enviro:c.::nent. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the 
!ollowicg order. 

ORDER .... - ... --
IT IS ORDE?ZD that: 

1. The State of Califo~ia, Depa::-~e~t of Transportation, is 
authorized to reconstruct and wide~ the Weed Overhead on State Route 97 
over the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SJ?T) !"'J.3.l.:l 
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Line in the City or weed? Siskiyou County, at the locatio:c. a:c.d su'bsta:l­
tially as shown by plans attached to the a~p1ication, identified as 
Crossing C-348.8-A. 

2. Cleara:lces shall be in accordance with General Orde:::- 26-D; 
except that during the 'Period of const::-u.ction a clearance or not less 
than 21' - Ott a'bove to? or rail shall be authorized and: SPl shall be 

authorized to operate ~~th such reduced overhead clearance provided 
that inst=uctions are issued oy the railroad and filed with the 
Commission foroidding employees to ride on tops of ears beneath the 
structure. 

;. Applicant shall noti:t:y the Co=ission and SJ?T at least 15, 
but not more than 30, days in advance of the date when the temporary 
i~paired clearance will be created. 

4. Walkways shall conform to General Order 118. Walkways 
adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations shall be maintained 
free of obstructions and shall promptly 'be restored to their ori~l 
condition in the event of damage during const=uction. 

,. Removal, reconstruction, and ma~ten~ce costs shall be 
borne in accordance with an agreement which has been entered into 
between the parties. A copy of the agre~ent? together~~th plans of 
the crossing a~proved by S~, has been filed ~~th the Co~jssion. 

6. Within 30 days after co:pletion,under this order, ap~licant 
shall so advise the Comcission in ~Titing. 

This authorization shall expire if not exercised ~~thin 
three years unless ti:ne 'be extended or it' the above conditions are 
not complied with • 
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Authorization may be revoked or modified if public eonvenience~ 
necessity, or safety so require. 

This order beco~es effective ,0 days !ro~ today. 
Dated 'JUN 161981 , at San Francisco, 

Califomia • 

Commissioners 


