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Decision

BEFORE TEE PURLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the State of California,

Department of Transportatiorn for an

order authorizing, on State Route 97 in

Siskiyou Cownty, the reconstruction of the

two-lane bighway from the aunctzon of Application 60244

State Route 265 in Weed to 1.7 miles south (Piled February 5, 1981)
£ County Road A4l2. Recomstruction includes

minor wicdening and realignment, the addition

of left-tura lanes aznd a truck laxze, and con-~

struction of a new bridge.

CPINICYN

As pazrt of the project to reconstruct State Route 97 from
its Junction with State Route 265 in the City of Weed to 1.7 miles
south of County Road A-l2, the State of Califorznia, Department of
Transportation, requests authority to reconstruct and widex the Weed
Overhead on State Route 97 over the tracks of Southerm Pacific
Transportation Company's (SPT) Main Line in the City of Weed,

Siskiyou Couwnty.

Applicant is the lead agency for this project undexr the
California Environmental QJuality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, Public
Resources Code, Section 21000 et seq. After preparation and review of

az Initial Study, applicant issued a Negative Declaration and approved
tre project. On Januazy 2, 1980, a2 Notice of Determination was filed
with the Secretary for Resources whick found that: "The project will
rot have a significant effect on the environment.”

Tre Commission is a responsidle agency for this project
under CEQA and has indepexndently evaluated and assessed the lead
ageney's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the
proposed project tas bheexn inspected by the Commission .staff.
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The existing State Route 97 in the vicinity of the City of
Weed does not meet current tralfic desige standards nor is it
structurally adequate for the loadings imposed by heavy trucks. The
recorstruction project includes minor krighway widening and realigamwernt,
trhe addition of leflt-~turn lazmes azd a truck lane, and construction of
a new bridge.

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's
Daily Calencdar on February 11, 198l. Xo protests have been received.
A public hearing is not necessary.
Pindings of Pact

l. Applicazt requests authority under Sections 1201-1205 of
the Public TUtilities Code %o recomsiruct and widen the Weed Cverhead
on State Route C7 over the tracks of SPI's Main Line in the City of
Weed, Siskiyou Couxnty.

2. Reconstruction of the overhead is recuired to reduce accidens
potential axnd improve traffic flow.

5. Public convernience, necessity,and safety require reconstruc—
“ion and widening of the Weed Overhead.

4. Applicart is the lead agerncy for this project wmder CEQA,
as amended.

5. Tre Commission is a responsidle agency for this project
anc kas indepexzdently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Initial
Tudy and Negative Declarmation.

€. 7Ikis project will have no significant impact on the envirornment.
Conclusion of law

The application should be granted as set forth in the
following order.

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The State of Califorzia, Depamtment of Tramsportatiom, is
authorized to recomstruct and widen the Weed Overhead on State Route 97
over the tracks of Southern Pacific Transpoertation Company's (SPR) Main
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Tine in the City of Weed, Siskiyou County, at the location axnd substan-~
tially as shown by plans attacked to the application, identified as
Crossing C-348.8-A.

2. Clearazces shall be in accordance with General Oxrdex 26~D;
except that during the period of comstruction a clearance of not less
than 21' = O" above top of rail shall be authorized and SPT shall be
authorized to operate with suck reduced overkead clearance provided
that instructions are issuwed By the railroad and filed witk the
Commission forbidding employees to ride on tops of cars beneath the
structure. ‘

3. Applicant shall notify the Commission and SPT at least 15,
but not more thar %0, days in advance of the date when the temporaxy
impaired clearance will be created.

4., Walkways skhall conform to General Oxcer 11l8. Walkways
adjacent to any trackage subject to rail operations shall be mailntained
free of obstructions and shall promptly be restored to their original
condition in the event of cdamage during construction.

5. Removal, recomstruction, and maintenance costs skall be
borne in accordance with an agreezent whick bhas been exntered into
betweern the parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans of
the crossing approved by SP, has been filed with the Comzission.

6. Within 30 days after completion,under this order, appiicant
shall so advise the Commission in writing.

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
three years unless time be exteaded or if the above conditions are
00t ¢omplied with.




A.6Q2u4  T/SD

Authorization may be revoked or modified if public convenience,
necessity, or safety so require.

This order becomes effective 30 days from today.

Dated JUN 16 1981
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