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Decision 93221 JUN 1 S iSSt 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIJ... 

A~plication of the State of California~ ~ 
Department of ~ransportation for a::l 
order authorizing the construction of 
a crossing at separated grade adjacent 
to Interstate Route 80 near Hercules~ l 
south of the intersection of Interstate 
Route 80 a:ld State Sign Route 4~ i:c. Contra 
Costa COu:lty. ~ 

OPINION' --------...-

Application 60252 
(Filed February 10~ 1981) 

As part of the project for reconstruction or the westbou:ld 
on-ramp to Interstate· Highway 80 on a new ali~ent between State 
Sign Route 4 and the Pinole Valley Road otf-=~, tbe State of 
California, Department of Tra:lspoz-...ation, req,uests authority to 
construct the "Hercules On-Ra.:lp Overhead 11 over the tracks of The 
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company's (AT&SF) r"'13.i:o. Line in 
the City of Herc\lles, Contra Costa Cou:.ty. 

Applica!lt is the lead age:o.cy for this project under the 
Cali!o:nia Envirom:.ental ~uality Act of 1970 (CEO.A,) ~ as a:nended~ 
Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et sec:a.. On November 9~ 1978, 
applicant approved a Categorical Exemption Determination which found 
that the project is categorically exe=pt from the proVisions of CEQA 
under Class 1: Existing Facilities, under Title 21, (Department of 
Tr~sportation) California Ad=inistrative Code, Section 1510.1 (c). 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project 
under CEQ! and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Categorical Exemption Determination. The site of the proposed 
project has been inspected by the Commission sta~£ • 
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The acceleration lane on the existing westbou:a.d oo.-ra:np, 
which ca.-ries traffic from State Sign Rout e 4. to Interstate Highway 
80, is inadequate in both length and ~'idth to permit the on-ramp 
traffic to safely merge with the tra!fic Oll Interstate Hi ghway 80. 
Construction ot the proposed 0.9 mile auxiliar.y lane will enhance 

safety by prOviding traffic with a more adequate area tor acceleratioll 
and merging. 

Notice of the application was published in the Commissio~'s 
Daily Calendar on Februa~ 17, 1981. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessa:oy_ 
Findings or Fact 

1.. Applicant rec;,uests authority lmder Public Utilities Code 
Sectio::.s 1201-1205 to· construct the "E:ercules Ox:.-Ra:m.p Overhead" over 

the tracks or AT&SF I s Y!3.in tine i:l the City of Hercules, Cont::a Costa 
County • 

2.. Reconstruction of the westbound oll-ramp to Interstate 
Highway 80 is required to provide a more adequate area for acceleration 
3.:lC merging of traffic. 

:;. Public conveniellce, necessity, and satety require recon­
struction ot the westbound on-raIllp to Interstate Highway 80. 

4. Applicant is the lead agency tor this project under 
C~, as amended. 

5. The Co~ssion is a responsible agency tor this project 
and has independently evaluated ~d assessed the lead agency's 
Categorical Exemption Deter~tioll. 

6.. It C8Jl be seen with ce::tainty tba t there is no possi1:>ili ty 
that the activity in question ~y have a signi:Cicant e1":t."eet on the 
enviromnent .. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set !orth in the 
£ollowing order • 
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ORDER ..... ___ ,....,a 

IT IS ORDERED tbat: 
1. The State of Califor.:lia, Departme:lt of Tra:c.spo:-tation, is 

authoriz~d to construct the "Hercules On-Ramp Overhead" over the 
tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa ?e Railway Company's (AT&SF) 
Main tiDe in the City of Hercules, Cont=a Costa COtUlty, at the location 
and substantially as shown 'by plans attaciled to the ap:plication, to be 
identified as a :part of existing Crossing 2-ll80.4-A. 

2. Clea:::ances shall be i:l acco:::da.:lce wi tb. ~:leral Order 26-D; 

except that during the period or construction a clearance or not less 
than 21' - 0" above top of rail shall be authorized and AT&SF shall 'be 

autho:ized to operate. with such reduced ove:::bead clearance provided that 
instructions a:::e issued by the railroad and filed ~~tb. the Co~ssio~ 
forbidding e:lployees to ride on tops of cars 'beneath the struetu:::-e. 

,. Applieant shall notify the Co=''''; ssion a:ld. AT&S? at least 15, 
'but not mo:::e tha:l ;0, days in advance of the date when the te:npora::y 
impaired elear~ee will be created. 

4. ·walkways shall con!o::::n to Gene:::-al O:-de::: 118. ~alk~ys 

adjacent to any t:::ackage subject to rail operations shall be mair:tainec. 
f:::ee of o'bst::'Uctions ao.d shall p:::-o:::::ptly ~ :::-est o:::ed. to their origi::lal 
condition in the event of ~ge du.-i:g construction. 

5. Construction anc. mai:l.te:a::.ce costs shall be bO::le in 
accor~ce wit~ a: agreeme~t to be entered into 'between the parties. 
A copy of the ag:::-eeme:t, together ~"itb. :plans o! the crossing a:pproved. by 

AT&Si, shall be filed with the Com::ission :prior to cO:::l:llcnei:lg eo:.st:::uc­
tion. Should. the parties tail to agree, the Co::nission will apportior. 

the costs or construction ~d ~nten~ee by fu--ther orc.er • 
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6. Witb.i:l 30 days after eO:r:lpletion~ Wlder tbis order~ a~::>liea:lt 

shall so adV±se the Co:mission in writing. 
This authori=atio~ Shall expire if not exercised wit~i~ 

three years unless ti:e be extended or if the above eonciitio~s a=e 
not complied with. Authorization:nay be revoked or lllodifiec. if publie 
convenience ~ necessity., or sarety so req1Jire. 

This order beco:es effective 30 days fro: today. 
Da -:ed. JUN 1 6 1981 ., at San Franci seo., 

California. 

, ~ss~oners 


