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Application of the State of California,

Department of Transportation for an

oxder authorizing the comstruction of

a crossing at separated grade adjacernt

to Interstate Route 80 near Hercules, 2 Application 60252

south of the intersection of Interstate
Route 80 and State Sign Route 4, ix Contra
Costa County.

(Piled Februvary 10, 1981)

OPINIONXN

As vart of the project for reconstruction of the westhownd
on-ramp to Interstate Eighway 80 on a new aligoment between State
Sigr Route 4 and the Pinole Valley Road off-ramp, the State of
California, Department of Tramnsportatiozn, reguests authority *o
construct the "Hercules On-Raxmp Overkead" ovexr the tracks of The
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company's (AT&SF) Main Linme iz
the City of Eercules, Contra Costa Couwnty.

Applicaxnt is the lead agency for this project uader the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et se¢. On Novexber 9, 1978,
applicant approved a Categorical Exemption Determizmation which found
that the project is categorically exezpt from the provisions of CIQL
undexr Class 1l: Existing Facilities, under Title 21, (Department of
Transportation) California Administrative Code, Section 1510.1 (¢).

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead
agency's Categorical Exemption Determination. The site of the proposed
project has been inspected by the Commission staff.




A.60252 T/8D

The acceleration lane on the exdisting westbound ocn-ramp,
whickh carries traffic from State Sign Route 4 to Interstate Eighway
80, is inadequate in both length and widtk to permit the on-ramp
traffic to safely merge witk the traffic on Interstate Eighway 80.
Construction of the proposed 0.9 mile awdiliary lane will enhance
safety by providing traffic with a more acdeguate area for acceleration
and merging.

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's
Daily Calendar oz February 17, 1981. No protests have beez received.
A public hearing is 2ot necessary.

Findings of Fact

1. Applicant requests authority under Pudlic Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct the "Hercules Orn-Ramp Overhead" over
the tracks of AT&SF's Main Lire in the City of Eercules, Contra Costa
Covaty.

2. Recomstructiozn of the westbound on-ramp to Interstate
Eighway 80 is required to provide 2 more adequate area for acceleration
and merging of traffic.

. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require recon-
struction of the westbound on-ramp to Interstate Eighway 80.

4. Applicazt is the lead agency for this project under
CEQA, as amended.

o+ The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
anc has independexntly evaluated and assessed the lead agency's
Categorical Exexption Determination.

6. It can bYe seen witk cextainty that there is no possidility
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the
eavironment.

Conclusion of Law

The application skhould be granted as set forth in the

following oxder.
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IT IS ORDERED that:

1. Tre State of Califormnia, Department of Pramsportatioz, is
authorized to coustruct tke "Eercules On-Ramp Overkhead” over the
tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Cozpany's (AT&SE)
Main Line in the City of Eercules, Contra Costa County, at the location
and substantially as shown by plans attached to the applicatioz, to Ye
identified as a part of existing Crossing 2-1180.4-A.

2. Clearances skall be iz accordance with General Order 26-D;
except tkat during the period of comstruction a clearance of not less
than 21" « 0" adove top of rail shall be authorized and ATESE chall de
authorized to operate with such recuced overhead clearance provided that
instructions are issued by the railroad and filed with the Commission
forbidding employees to ride oz tops of cars benmeath the structure.

3. Applicaznt skall notify the Commission and AT&SR at least 15,
but not more thazn 30, days in advance of the date whexn the texporary
impaired clearance will be created.

4. Walkways shall conform t0 General Oxder 118. Walkways
adjacent to aay trackage subject to rail operations skhall be maintained
free of obstructions and shall promptly be restored o their original
condition in the event of damage during construction.

5. Construction and maintezance costs shall be bomme ir
accoxdance with axz agreement to be entered into between the parties.

A copy of the agreemext, togetkher witkh plans of the crossizng approved by
AT&SE, shall be filed with the Comxmission priox to commencing construc-
tion. Should tke paxties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion
the costs of construction and nmaintenance by further order.
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6. Within 30 days after completion, under this order, applicant
shall so advise the Commission in writing.

This authorization skall expire if not exercised within
three years unless tize be extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Autkhorization may be revoked or modified if public
convenience, necessity, or safety so require.

Tkis order becomes effective 30 days from today.
Dased JUN 16 1981

, 8t San Fraancisco,
Califorzia.

Sommissioners




