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Decisio::l 93293 
----

:BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES C~ISSION O? TB:S STA1'E OF CALIFORNIA 

Applicatio~ of t~e To~~ ot Los Gatos,) 
a ~~icipal corporation of the State ) 
o! Calito:::.ia, to:::- per:issio::l to ) 
CO::lstruct a:o. at-g:::-ade cross~ over ) 
the Southern Pacific T:'a::l~o=tatio::l ) 
Co:pa::lY's railroa d t:::-acks at K:lowle s ) 
Drive, i:l the County of Sa:o.ta. Clan, ) 
State of Calit'o:-=.ia _ ). 

----------------------------) 
O?INION ........ ~-----

Applicatio::l 59765 
(Filed J~e 25, 1980) 

As part of the K:lo· .... les Drive Assess:le::lt District p:::-oject to 
ope~ a ~e~ street between W~Chester :Boulevard ~d Dell Avenue, 
applica:o.t req:uests autho::i ty to construct Z:lowles Dtive at grade ac:'oss 
the tracks of Souther:l ?acii'ic Tra=l5portatio:o. Co::npanyf~. (SPT) Vaso:o.a 
Era:ch Li:o.e in Los Gatos, Sa:lta Clara COtl!lty. Authority is also 
requested to close the acjac~t Divisio:o. St:::-eet g:::-ade c:::-ossing 
(Crossing L-52 ... 6) i:l Ca:lpbell, Santa Clara County, upo:o. c0::.:t>letio:l 
ot the Anowles Drive grade c:::ossi:::.g. 

Applica:lt is the lead age:o.cy tor. this p:::-oject i.mde:- the 
Califo::lia E:lvi::-O:::l:rlen tal Q,ua1i ty Act of 1970 (CEQA), as a.::le:o.ded, 
Publi c Resources Code Seetio::ls 21000 et seq. A1'ter prepa:-atio:l a::ld 
review 01' a:o. I~1tial Study, app1ica:lt issued a Negative Declaration 
and approved the p:::oject. On January 29, 1980, a Notice of 
Dete~tion was tiled with the S~ta Clara County Clerk which 1'o~d 
that "the project will not have a signi1'ic3!lt enviro:l!te::ltal i:::lpact." 

The Co~ssion is a responsible age:o.cy to:' tbis project 
'Illlder C~ a:o.d has bdepende=.tly evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Initial Stuey a:o.d Negative Decla=atio::l. The site of the 
:proposed :p:'oj ect :bas been i::lspected 'by the Co==ission stat! • 
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The extensio::l of K!l.owles Drive will provide itlproved 
vehicular access fro=. Wi:l.chester Boulevard to the ::learby hOSl>ital 
complex and ~~ll reduce traffic O::l Pollard Road. The area to the 
north of the proposed crosSi::l~S bee::l developed for industrial 
use ane. it is a=.ticipated that the abandoned orchard to the south 
of the crossing will also be developed tor ~dustrial use. 

By Resolution 5755, dated March 10, 1980, the City of 
Campbell, Santa Clara Cou=.ty, ag:-eed to closure 0 f the Divisio::l Street 
crossing of SFT's Vaso::la Branch Li::le. By this resolutio::l, the 
Campoell City COt:::lcil resolved tbat tlthe po:-tio::l of Division Street 
betwee::l Winchester Boulevard ~d the easterly li:l.e ot the La!lds of 
Southe~ Pacific Transpo=tation Company, a public street ~ the City 
of Campbell, will be close~ to =.otorized vehicular use whe::l K::lowles 
Drive is extended easterly of' Wi:lchester Boulevard to Dell Ave:ue. 11 

Applica:lt awarded a CO::ltract for the K::lowles Drive Asses5.0e:o.t 
District Project O::l !1ay 4, 1981, a:ld is anxious that CO::lstructio::l work 
be pe~tted to sta.-t. It is therefore requested that the usual 30-
day effective date O::l an order be .... -aivec., which we will do. 

Notice of the appl~catio::l was published i:l the Co"'''';ssio::l's 
Daily Calendar on J~e 27, 1980. No protests have be~ received. A 

public hearing is not necessa.~_ 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applica.:lt requests authority u:lder Public Utilities (PU) Coc.e 
Sections 1201-1205 to CO::lSt=uct ~owles Drive at g:-ade across the 
t:-acks of SFT' s Vaso::la B:::-a.!lch Li:le i::l Los Gatos, Sa::.ta Clara CO'1.l!lty. 

2. Authority is also requested to close the adjace::lt Divisio::l 
Street grade crossi:lg i:l 'Ca:pbell, Sa.:::lta Clara Cou:o.ty, upo:o. completio::l 
of the K:::lowles Drive g:-ade crossbg. 

' .. 
3. The project will provide improved vehicular access !=om 

Winchester Bouleva.=d to the existing hospital co~lex, reduce traffic 
on Pollard Road, a:ld eli:li::late the ::leed for the existing Division 
Street grade crossi::lg in Campbell • 
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4, The City of Ca:pbell has agreed to closure of the Division 
Street grade crossing upon the opening of Knowles Drive to vehicular 
traffic oetween Winchester Eouleva=d ~d Dell Avenue. 

5. Public convenience ~d necessity =e~uire construction of the 
Knowles Drive Assess~ent District P=oject. 

6. :Public safety requires that protection a.t the crossi:o.g be 
one Standard No. 9 auto:latic gate-we a.::ld one Stao.dard No. 9-A 
automatic sate-type si~a1 with ca.::ltilever (General Order 75-C). 

7. Pending installation of the automatic gate-type signals, 
the requi:'e:r.ents for public safety at the crossing :cay be ::let by tb.e 
installation of two Standard No. l-R crossing signs (General Order 
?5-C) and flagging of the crOSSing. 

8. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, 
as a:nended. 

9. The COmmission is a responsible agency for this project ~d 
has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agencyts Initial 
Study ~d Nega.tive Declaration. 

10. This project will have no sig:.ifica:lt i::pact on the 
enviro:o.men t. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be gra.:lted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The usual ?O-day effective date on ~ order should be 
waived as applicant awarded a contract for the Knowles Drive 
Assess:ent District Project on ~~y 4, 1981, and is anxious that 
construction begin. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. Applicant is authorized to construct Knowles Drive at grade 

across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) 
Vasona Bra:l.ch Li:le in Los Gatos, Santa Clara County, at the locatio!l. 
and substantially as shown by the pla!l.s attached to the application, 
to be identified as Crossing L-52.l. 
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2. Constructio~ of the cross~g Shall be equal or supe~or 
to St~dard No. 3 of General Order 72-B. 

3. Clearances shall confor:=. to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
shall CQl!o~ to General Order 118. 

4. ?rotectio~ at the crossi:lg shall be one Sta:lc,a.:-c, No. 9 
auto::l.atie gate-we sig:'lal a.:c.d one Sta::lda:c, No. 9-A auto::::latic gate-
type sigo.al with c~tilever (General Order 75-C). . 

5. Upon completion of the Knowles Drive crossing a:ld its 
opening to vehicular traffiC, the existing Divisio~ Street crossiDg, 
Crossing L-52.6, in Ca::.pbell, Santa Clara COu:lty, shall be closed 
and physically removed. 

6. Por a period ~ot to exceed o~e yea= f=o~ the date of this 
order, protectio~ at the cross~ ~ay be two St~dard No. l-R 
crossi~g signs (Ge~e=al Order 75-C). No o~-rail vehicle shall operate 
over the crossing unless it is first bro~ght to a stop and traffic o~ 
the street protected by a ~e:ber of the crew, or other co:pete~t 
e:nployee of the railroad, act~g as a flag:lS.:l. The flagoa.n shall 
:place a ::.i:li:'I.::l of two !usees o~ each side of the t:-a.ck prior to 
e~try of the o~-rail vehicle into the crossi~g. 

7. Writte~ i~structiollS shall be issued by the railroad to 
tra.i:ol:le~, operating over the crossi:lg,to' co:ply with the flaggi~g 
instructio:::lS. A copy 00£ the i:l.strJ.ctio~s shall be filed with the 
Co=ssio~ , .. :ithi:l 30 days a!ter installation of the crossing. 
Suitable sig:ls shall be i:o.stalled on both sides of K:lowles Drive, 
calling the attention of train:en to the !lag~~g ~structio~s. The 
flagging procedures shall re~ in f~ll force ~til the required 
automatic protection is installed and operative. 

8. Parking on Knowles Drive .... -ithin 50 feet of the crossi:lg 
shall be prohibited. 

9- Construction e~ense of the crossing shall be borne by 
applicant. Installation cost of the a~to~atic protection ~all be 

• shared equally by applicant and sn. 
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10. Yw.inte::la:lce of the crossi::lg shall cO::ll'o::-::l to Ge::leral O:-der 
72-B. :rw.inten~ce cost or the auto:atic protection shall be shared 
equally between applica::.t and S?T u:lde::- ?J Code Section 1202.2. 

11. Const=uctio~ plans of the c::-ossi::lg, approved by S~, 
togethe::-. " ... :ith a copy of tb.e ag::-ee::le::lt ente::-ed l.=.to betwee::l the pa.-ties, 
sh~ll be filed with the Co~ssion prior to co~enci::lg CO::lstructio::l. 

12. Witbi::l;O days after co:pletion, U::lde::- this orde::-, applica::lt 
shall so advise the Co==issio::l ~ ~~iti::lg. 

This authorizatio::l shall expire if not exercised withi::l 
tWO years ~less ti:e be extended or if the above co~ditio::ls are ::lot 
co:plied ... d.th. Authorization :2::1 'be revoked or ::::lodif'ied, if pu'b1ic 
conv~ie::lce, ::lecessity, or saf'ety so re~uire. 

This order is effective today. 
Dated JUt 719~ , at San Fra:lcisco, 

Califor::lla • 

President 


