Decision

93293 -
— AUl 7158
BEFORE THE PUSLIC UTILITIES CODIISSION OF TES SRATE OF CALIFGRNIA

Application of the Town of Los Gatos,)
a muzicipal corporation of the State

of Califorzmia, for permission to -
construct an at-grade crossing over
the Southern Paciflic Transpoxtatioxz
Coxpany’'s railroad Txacks at Knowles
Drive, in tke Couwnty of Santa Claxa,

% Application 59765
)
tate of California. ;

(Filed Jume 25, 1980)

OZINION

As part of the Xnowles Drive Assessment District project %o
open a new Street bYetween Winchester Boulevard and Dell Avexte,
applicant recuests authority “o coastruct Xnowles Drive at grade acxross
the tracks of Southern Pacific Tramsportation Company's (SPT) Vasena
Branch Line iz Los Gatos, ta Clara Cownty. Auxho:i%y is also
requested €0 close the adjacent Division Street grade crossing
(Crossing 1-52.6) in Camphell, Saata Clara County, upon completion

£ the Znowles Drive grade ¢rossing.

Applicant is the lead agency Loz this project wnder the
Califormnia Environmental Quality Act of 1870 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resowrces Code Sections 21000 et seq. After preparation and
review of an Initial Study, applicaxnt issued a Negative Declaration
and approved the project. Oz Januwary 29, 1980, a Notice of
Determination was filed with the Santa Clara County Clexrk which found
that "the project will not have a significant environmental impact.”

The Coxmission is a responsidle agency foxr this project
wader CEQL and has independextly evaluated and assessed the lead
agency's Initial Study and Negative Declaration. The site of the
proposed project has been inspected by the Commission staff.
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The extension of Knowles Drive will provide improved
vehicular access Lfron Winchester Boulevard to the neazdby hospital
complex and will reduce traffic on Pollard Road. The area to the
north of the proposed crossing;has been developed for industrial
use and it is anticipated that the abandoned orchard to the south
of the crossing will also be developed for industrial use.

By Resolution 5755, daved Maxreh 10, 1980, the City of
Cazpbell, Santa Clara Cournty, agreed to closure of the Division Street
crossing of SP1's Vasona 3Branch Lime. 3By this resolution, the
Campbell City Council resolved that "the poxtion of Division Street
between Winchester Boulevard and the easterly line of the Lands of
Southern Pacific Transportation Compary, a public street in the City
of Campbell, will be closed +to motorized vehicular use when Knowles
Drive is extended easterly of Winchester Boulevard to Dell Avezue."

Applicant awarded a contract Lfor the Xnowles Drive Assessment
District Project on May 4, 1981, and is azxious that coxnstruction work
be permitted to staxt. I% is therefore requested that the usual 30-
day effective date on an oxder be waived, which we will do.

Notice of the application was published in the Commission's
Daily Calendar on June 27, 1980. No protests have been recelived. A
pudblic hearing is not necessary. )

Findings of Fact

1. Applicant reguests authority under Public Utilities (FU) Code
Sections 1201-1205 to cozstruct Xnowles Drive at grade across the
tracks of SPQ's Vasona Branch Lire in Los Gatos, Santa Clara Couxnty.

2. Authoxrity is also zeguested to close the adjacent Divisioz
Street grade crossing in Campbell, Santa Clara Cownty, upon completion
of the Xnowles Drive grade crossing.

3. The project will provide improved vehicular access froz
Winchester Boulevaxd to the existing hospital complex, reduce traffic
on Pollard Road, and eliminate the need for the existing Divisiozn

. Street grade crossing in Camphell.
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4, The City of Campbell has agreed to closure of the Division
Street grade crossing upon the opening of Enowles Drive to vehiculaxr
traffic between Winckester Boulevard and Dell Aveave.

5. Public convenience and necessity regquire coastruction of the
Xnowles Drive Assessment District Project.

6. DPublic safety requires that protection at the crossing be
one Standard No. © automatic gate-type and one Standard No. 9-4
ansomatic gate-type signal with cantilever (Gexeral Orxdex 75-C).

7. Pending installation of the automatic gate-type sigepals,
the reguirenents for public safety at the crossing may be met by the
installation of two Standard No. 1-R c¢rossing sigas (General Ordexr
75-C) and flagging of the crossing.

8. Applicant is the lead ageacy Loz this project under CERQA,
as anended. :

©. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project and
has independently evaluated ané assessed the lead agency's Initial

tudy and Negative Declaratioz.
10. This project will have no significant impact on the
environment.
Conclusiecns of Law

1. The application should be granted as set foxrth in the
following order.

2. The usuval 30-day effective date on an oxder should be
waived as applicant awaxded a contract for the Xnowles Drive
Assessment District Project om May 4, 1981, and is anxious that
construction begin.

IT IS ORDERED that: .
1. Applicant is authorized to comstruct Xnowles Drive at grade
across the tracks of Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT)
Vasona Branch Line in Los Gatos, Santa Clara County, at the location

and swbstantially as shown by the plans attached to the application,
t0 be identified as Crossing 1-52.1.
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2. Construction of the crossing shall be egual or supexior
to Standaxrd No. 3 of General Oxder 72-3.

3. Clearances shall conforzm to General Orcder 26-D. Walkways
shall caaform to General Oxdexr 118.

4., DProtection at the crossing shall be one Standaxd No. ©
automatic gate-type signal and oxe Staxdaxd No. 9-A automatic gate-
type signal with cantilever (General Oxder 75-C). '

5. TUpon completion of The Knowles Drive crossing amd i
opexning to vehicular traffic, the existing Division Street crossing,
Crossing L-52.6, in Campbell, Santa Clara Cownty, shall be closed
and physically rexoved.

6. For a period zmot to exceed one year from the date of this
ordexr, protection at the crossing may be two Standard No. 1-R
crossing signs (General Order 75-C). No on-rail vehicle shall operate
over the crossing unless it is first brought to a stop and txraffic on
the street protected by a zexber of the crew, or other competent
exployee of the railroad, acting as a flagman. The flagman shall
Place a ziznimum of two fusees on each side of the txack prior to
entry of the oxn-rail vehicle into the crossing.

7. Writtea imstructions shall be issued by the railroad to
trainmen, operating over the crossiag, to'comply with the flagging
instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filed with the
Commission within 30 days after installation of the crossing.
Suitable signs shall be inmstalled on doth sides of Knowles Drive,
calling the atteantiozn of traizmmen to the flagging instructions. The
flagging procedures shall remain in full force until the required
automatic protection is imstalled and operative.

8. DParking on Knowles Drive within 50 feet of the crossing
shall be prohibited.

©. Construction expense of the crossing shall be borme by
applicant. Imnstallation cost of the automatic protection shall be
shared‘equally by applicant and SPT.
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10. Maintenance of the crossing skall conform to Gezeral Oxcer
72-B. lMaintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be shared
equally between applicant and SPT uwader FU Code Section 1202.2.

11. Comstruction plans of the crossing, approved by SPI,
Togethe: with a copy of the agreezent eatered into between the parties,
shall be filed with the Comxission prior to commencing coastxuction.

12. Within 30 days after completion, uvnder this oxrder, applicant
shall so advise the Commissiozn in writizg.

This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
two years unless time be extended ox if the above conditions are ot
cozplied with. Authorization may be mevoked or modified if public
convenience, ne¢essity, or safety so regquir

This oxder is effective today.

Dated JUL 71981 , 2% San Framcisco,
California.

QA%:

J President
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Com:u ssioners

Commizsioner Richand D. Gravelle, beizg
necossarily abseat, d1d .mot particirate

In tZe dispesitlon of this proceoding.
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