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Southern California Edison Company (Edison) included in its
recommendations a proposal for interim adjustment of its current air-
conditioning allowances to more equitably allocate such allowances
within the "V" climatic region during the summer of 198l. Edison's
interim proposal essentially increases summer air-conditioning allowances
for gl; customers in the Palm Springs and Blythe customer serxvice
districts by 150 kwh and decreases the allocations to all other customers
within the "V" climatic region by 60 kWwh per month. The revenue impact
of such a proposal involves a shift of about $584,000 in annual revenue
requirements from customers in the Blythe and Palm Springs dis;:icts
to customers located in the balance of climatic region "V". '

CVAG requests the Commission to consider the designation of
the low desert area, including Palm Springs, as a separate climatic zone
with unique cooling needs. CVAG contends that an air-conditioning

ifeline allowance of 1,500 kwh from May through October is necessary
to provide minimum air-conditioning needs in the low desert area. By
petition dated May 29, 1981, CVAG seeks Commission approval of its
recommendations and requests an interim opinion to immediately implement
its proposal during the 1981 summer cooling season.

By letter dated June 9, 1981, and circulated to all the
parties, the Commission staff, while unprepared to make any permanent
recommendations, took the position that the following portions of
Edison's and PG&E's proposals should be adopted on an interim basis
and should be made effective during the current cooling season:

l. As recommended by Edison, air-conditioning
lifeline allowances for the Blythe and Palm
Springs districts should be increased fron
500 kWh ¢0 650 kwh per month while the
allowance in the balance of climatic region
*V* should be decreased from 500 kWh to
440 kwh, and
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2. As recommenced by PGSE, Shasta and Tehama
Counties should become par: £ Territory A.
This increases the air-condis ioning lifeline
allowance from the present 230 kwh w0 280 kwh.
The portion of San Joaquin Division in San
Luls Obispo and Sansta Barbara Counties should
Se added to Territory A. This increases zhe
aiz-conditioning lifeline allowange from the
Present 230 xWh to 280 kWh. A new territory
{Terrxitory C) with a 100 xWh z2llowance for
refrigeration-cype of eguipment should be
established.

Although the first phase of expanded Oréer Instituting
Investigation (OII) 77 is still in progress, we think it is appropriate,
tO the extent it is equitable, to adjust lifeline air-conditioning
allowances immediately to provide some relief during the currens
cooling season. OQur preliminary review of the climatological data

indicates that there is sufficient justification, based upon zhe

comparison of gooling degree-day information for various areas, %o
adopt, on an iaterim basis, the proposals of Edison and FG&E, with
some modification to Edison's proposal.

We will authorize Edison's interim proposal with the
following modifications: (1) Residents of Death Valley who reside
in Edison’s Ridgecwest district bave cooling degree-day requirewents
similar to customers in Pala Springs and Blythe aad should also
receive a 650 kWh per month alr-conditioning allowance; (2) we will
n0t reduce any air-conditioning zllowances in the balance of Climatic
Regica "V" as proposed by Edison. Before any allowances are reduced
we need before us comprehensive studies and recommendations addressing
lifeline air-conditioning allowances om a2 statewide basis. Not
adopting this portion of Edisoa's‘'proposal means the $584,000 annual
revenue requirement shorzfall which may be recovered by Edison through y/
ECAC until base rates axc next set in & genexal rate proceeding.
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Further, we will authorize interim approval of PGSE's

proposal as ratified by the staff bus with one fursher zerrisory
change. Based on the pudlic witness testimony at the June 18, 1981
hearing in walnut Creek ané the climatological data furnished by PG&E,
it is apparent that small portioms of Contra Costa and Alameda Counties
should be included in Territory 3. Therefore, we will cirect that
“the Centzal Valley portion of Alameda and Contra Costa Counties and the Deltd portion
_of Contra Costa County, cast of Port Chicago, be included in Territory B.

por those few customers in the new Territory € who nay have
gas air-conditioners, we will adopt an allowance of 20 therms perx month.
Tis is derived from the adopted 100 kiwh electric allowance and the
conversion formula suggested by witness Takemura in his testimony. The
gas ané electric allowancges will be limited o customers who provide
declarations to the usility shat they have either a gas oOr electric

refrigerative or evaporative aiz-conditioner permanently installed
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3. Edison's customers residing in Death Valley ané the Palm

Springs ond Blythe customer districts should receive an air-conditioning
llowance 0% 650 kWh per month.

4. Shascta and Tehama Counties and the portion of San Joaguin
nivicion in San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara Countics should becone
pare of PGSE's Territory A: the Centzal Valley portion of Alameda
and Contra Costa Counties and the Delta portion of Coatra Costa
County, cast of Port Chicago, should be included in Territory B; a
new terzitory (Territory C) with a 100 kWh clectric, refrigeration-
type aig-conditioning allowance ané a 20~cherm gac air-conditioning
allowance shouléd be establishec.

5. ESligibility for lifeline air-conditioning allowances in
Territory C should be based upon customer declarations that either a
gac or electric refrigerative or evaporative air-condi ner is
permanently installed in thelr residencc.

-

6. This order should become cffective immecdiately.

THIRD INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. wWithin & days of the effective cdate of this order, Southern
California Edison Company and Pacific Gas ané Electiric Company (PGSE)
chall €ile tariff provisions with the Commission adjusting their
previously authorized lifeline air-conditioning allowances to conform
with the requirements of this decision: such tarl i ££ provisions shall
become immediately effective upon £iling with the Commission. The
Preliminary Statement section in both PGSE's electric ané gas tariffs

should be revised o that the "territory served” section would show

space-heating bands and airw-condit sioning territories as separate
subsecctions.
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. PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY
PROPOSED LIFELINE ZONES

CLICTRIC OFERATIONS




