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Decision 93385 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIO~ OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of A Closer Look, Inc., for ) 
authority to operate as a ) 
passenger stage corporation in ) 
tour services between san ) 
Francisco and the Russian River ) 
Resort and Winery Area, between ) 
San Francisco and Point Reyes ) 
National Seashore, and between ) 
the Russian River Resort Area ) 
and related sites and ) 
attraetions as described herein. ) 

----------------------------) 

Application 50397 
(Filed March 27, 1981) 

OPINION ....... --_..---
Applican~A Closer Look, Inc., requests authority to operate 

as. a passenger stage corporation for the transportation of passengers 
on sightseeing tours between points and places in san Francisco and 
points of interest in the areas of the Russian River, Point Reyes 
National Seashore, and Sonoma County. 

Applicant proposes to operate three tours on an on-call 
basis. Tours 1 and :2 would provide for the pickup of passengers at 
hotels in San FranCisco in accordance with reservations. Tour 1 would 
then proceed to points of interest, including certain wineries in 
the Russian River area. Tour 2 would proceed to State Highway 1 
with stops at various points along the way including the Point Reyes 
National seashore. Tour 3 would provide for the pickup of passengers 
at various resorts in the Russian River Area and would include visits 
to certain wineries located within the area. 

The proposed fares are $35 per person for Tour 1: $34 per 
person for Tour :2: and $15 per person for Tour 3. 
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Service would be provided by a l4-passenqer 1971 
Mercedes-~enz diesel bus. As of March 27, 1981, applicant indicated 
a net worth in the amount of $12,470. 

Applicant alleges that (1) it is currently providing 
service under a charter-party carrier permit duly issued.by the 
CommiSSion; (2) the proposed service is different and distinct from 
any service currently being offered in the proposeO. area; (3) no 

passenger stage service is presently being provided that offers day 
trips from San Francisco to either the Russian River Resort area 
or Point Reyes National Seashore; and (4) no passenger stage service 
currently offers a wine tour originating and terminating in tbe 
Russian River Resort area. 

Notice of tbe filing of the application was published in the 
Commission's Daily Calendar on March 2$, 19S1. Copies of the application 
were served upon the county clerks of Marin, Sonoma, San Francisco~ 

~ as. well as upon the National Park Service, Armstrong Redwoods State 
Reserve, Guerneville Cha."nber of Commerce, All-Cal Tours.. Gray Line .. 
Inc., Party Lines, Inc., and Travel Fantasies. No protest has been 
received. A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant is presently engaged in conducting operatiOns 
as a charter-party carrier between points in this State. 

2. Applicant has the necessary equipment, experience, ability, 
fitness, and finanCial ability to conduct the proposed service. 

3. Public convenience and necessity require that applicant 
be granted a certificate to operate as a passenger stage corporation 
for the purpose of conducting siqhtseeing tours between the points 
proposed in the application. 

4. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
enviro:cment. 
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s. The followinq order complies with the guidelines of the 
Commission's Energy Efficiency Plan. 
Concl~si9n of Law 

~he application should be qranted. 
Only the amount paid to the State for operative rights 

may be used in rate fixing. The State may qrant any number of riqhts 
and may cancel or modify the monopoly feature of these riQhts at 

any time. 

IT IS ORDERED that: 
1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is 

granted to A Closer Lock, Inc., a corporation, authorizing it to 
operate ,as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PU Code 
Section 226, between the points and over the routes set forth in 

e Appendix A, to transport persons. 
2. Applicant shall: 

a. File a written acceptance of this 
certificate within 30 days after this 
order is effective. 

b. Establish the authorized service and 
file tariffs and timetables within 120 
days after this order is effective. 

c. State in its tariffs and timetables 
when service will start ~ allow at least 
10 days· notice to the Commission: and 
make timetables and tariffs effective 
10 or more days after this order is 
effective. 

d. Comply with General orders series 79, 
9B, 101, and 104, and the California 
Sighway Patrol safety rules. 
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e. Maintain accounting records in conformity 
with the Uniform System of Accounts. 

This order becomes e£fecti ve 30 days from today. 
Dated AUG 41981 , at San Francisco, California. 

:.,.~ 'OilerS 
...,..-.. >- ... '-" ... , "'."._-+ .. , ...... , .. _."-.' 
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AppeD11x A A Closer Look" Inc .. 

OF 

PtT.BLIC CO:NVENJ:ERCE AM> lm2SSITI 
AS A PASSD;ER &.rAGE CORPORAtION 

PSC .. ll72 

Or1gSnal Page l. 

ShOW1:ag puae2lger stage ope:rati ve Z'1ghta" reetr1ct1ona" 11m1:tat1ona" 
exceptiona" a:Dd pr1 vUegea-

All eha:agea Cd fIIleD&le:nta .. authorized bY' 
the Public 'Ot1l1t1ea caam:t •• 10ll or the State ot Cel.Uorn1a 

v1ll be Jlade u rev1aed pe.gea or added or1g1nal pages. 

AUG 41981 
Issued under autho1"ity or Dec1s1011 93385 d.ated 
or the Public Ut1lit.ies ColXllDiss1on or the ·State ot Call.!':-OX'Zli~-a-y-------
in Application &;)397. 



l;;Wfec 
A:ppelX!1X It. J,. Closer Look... Inc. 

(psc ... 1172) 

SECnOJ 1 .. GENERAL AU'!30RIZAnOltS, msmC1'IOJS 
LIM:I:'tA!'IONS, IJlD SP&!ItICATlOJlS.. .. .. .. .. .. • .... 3 

S!X."UOlf 2.. ROO'l:E DESCRlP1'lOE 
Route Route l{ame 

1 San 7rand.seo - Rnas1&n B1ver.. 5 
Z San Frane1aeo - Po1xrt Reyes. .. .. .. ... 5-
3 Ru.a1an River Area • • • .. .. • • 5 

SJX:1'ION 3. S!RVICE A"DAS 
1.. Ruas1&n R1'fel" P1c:k .. -ap kre& .. • • • • • T 

Dee1a1on 93385 
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.A:ppeDd:1x A A Closer Look,. Inc • 
(psc - U12) 

SECrIOl'll.. OEREP.AL AlJ'l'HORIZAnOllS., Rl!S'.tRlCTIOJS, ~OBS, 
XftD SPEC:tP'ICA:rIOIS. 

A Closer Look., IDc .. 'by the c:ertU1c:ate or pa.bl1c: conven1eDCe aDd 
neeesa1ty granted by the dec:1s1on noted 1%1 the aarg1n,. is crthor1zed to 
transport paaacgera "bet'oieen San 7ranc1aco, on the one haDd,. &:Del certa1n. 
po1xrta in Mar.Ln aDd SoZlCDa cow:rt1e.,. aDd betveen ce:rta1n po1nta 111 Sonaaa 
County, and certain 1nt«r.IDe4:tate aDd adJacent terr1tones OVU cd along 
the routes deser:1bed" subject., however,. to the author1ty or tb1s cc.a1ss1on 
to change or aod:1.ty the routes at a:r:;r t~e aDd .ubject to- the follOW1Dg 
p1"Ovia1cm.a : 

(a) Motor veb1clea wq be turned at 'tel'm:t.m aM 
1xrtemediate po1nt.,. 121 either d1re<:t1on" at 
1nt.eraec:t1o:c.a of street. or bT opera.t1Dg &:I:'OWlC1 
a block cont1guOQ.a to- sucll 11xte:raeet1ona, in 
ac:c:ordance w:t th. local traffic regJ.lations. 

(1)) When roo.te deac:r1pt1ons are g1ven in· one d:1re<:'t1on., 
they apply to operat1on 1n either d1rect1on unleas 
otherwiae 1Dd1c:ated. 

(c:) ~e tel'm "on-eall.· aa used refer. to aerv1c:e which 
i. authorized to be rcdered depe!!dat on the denIMs 
ot passengers. ~e ta:r1fia aDd taetablea ahall. allOW' 
the eoDd1t1ona UDI'1er wb1ch each authoraed on-call. 
service wUl. be rendered. 

(d) .All HrV1c:e authorized shall 'be l:bd.ted to the 
~on r4 rotmd-tr1p pas_eDgers ~. 

(e) AlterDa.te l'OO.'te_ mq be operated ~ :til c:cab1nat1on 
with or as part ot the regular ro:rte. to- 'Wb1ch the,' 
are related .. 

(t') Be service abalJ. be provided to or betveen ~te 
po:t%rta. 

issued b7 ~onE1& Publ:tc: tl't1l.1:t1ea ~ .s1on .. 

Ded.a1on 93385 , A.pplication &)397. 
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.AppeM1x A. 

. 

It. Closer Look, IDe • 
(psc - 1172) 

SE..."'TION 1. GENERAL AUTSORIZA.'l'IONS, RESTRICTIONS, LIMI'l'ATIONS, 
A.~ SPECmCAl'IONS. (Continued) 

(g) :ExcePt aa separately crthor1%ed, two or more rou:tes 
or port1ona ot separate routes .ball DOt be conaol1da.ted 
or operated 1n ecmb:tna.t1on v1th one aDOtber .. 

Dee1a1cm 93385 ,: Application 60397. 
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llou'te lr S&u l"'x'ane1aeo - !msnan RiTer 

!eg:1nrrlng &t the paaae:DSera t hotels e:M/ or 1D.otW 1n the City 
or Saz1 7ranc1aeo then v1& the appropriate street. to U .. S. B1g)':vay 101 then 
'da U.S.. B:1gh\iay 101, State !1gl:rwe:t 116, Al"m8'tro'Dg irlooda Roe4 'to- knIs't:!:'OXlg 
Red:1IIoods State Park, then ~ Al"m8'tro'Dg 'Wocda Bead, State B1ghvay n6 a:od 
State li.1gl:rw .. ~ 1 'to Je=.e%' # then 'Y1a State 'B1ghvq l, State npwq 116, 
'0'.$ .. ll1gl:r.Iq 101 a.nd the appropr1&te d.t~ streets 1» the point ~ the 
'beg1nn1ng. !cor.ay dern.ate t:raD. the above-deac:r1bed rou.te by one lI1le 1» 
"d.sit po1nta ot 1J:rt.erest. 

Boute Z.. San l"rand.aeo - Po1nt Berea 

Begjnn1ng at the paaN'llger8 t botela a:JI.1/CYr aote1s in' the Cit)'" 
cr San l"'.ra:Ile1seO then v1& the appropriate streets to- U.S. 'B1~8J' 101 then 
v.ta. 17 .S. R1ghvay 101, S1r l"'rand.s Drake ~eva:rd, State B1ghvay 1, a.:Dd 
ka.r Valley Road to the ViIi t015 Center ~ PoiDt Reyes 'l&t1onal Seubore 
then va Bear Valley Road., State R1glrwa.y l, S1r :Fra:Dd.s Drel:e !oW.evard 
a:od an WU'ned. roe.d to. Dra.ke& )3e&cl:I.., then v1& the above unnamed road eJ:ld 

"S1%' 1'rane1s 'Dralte :aotu.ev&rd to the Po1rtt Reyes Ugnthouae; then v.ta' S1r 
• l'ranC1s' Drake :BouievUd~··State B1gllv..,- '1., 'Sir }l'rand.s Dr8.ke ~ev&rd; , 

11 .S. B1Slr-'&y 101 aM. the cppropr1&te cit,. streets to- the po1llts ot 'beg:tlm
·-'1ng.· '1'Ow:' "IIiay- devi&te r:rcm the above-described route by one mile to- Y1a1t 
_. p01Dta or 1:ll'terertO' 

Route 3. Russian R1ver A're& 

!egiMing 1n the Rasa1an R1ver Pick-up Area tbr:n along State 
~ay n6, Rtver Road. aDd ether appropr1&te cow:xty x-oe4s aQlXtherly or 
Eea.ldab'l::rg to via1t a ..,1rd 'lltDl! o~ tvo v1;Der1es.. Re't'ur'n, 1» the RD.ss1&n 
Rive%' Pick-up Area ~ the DIOS't appropr1&te roe.da and l:l1Pays. 

Ded.s1cm· 93385 , Application 60'391. 
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AppeDIUx A A Closer Look" Inc: .. 

(psc - 1172) 

S!X:TIOI' 2". 1CJtJ'n: D~OllS. (ecnrt1nued) 

-nterD&te .~ tar :Route 1 .. 

!our 1 ms::r be varied by·U:5e ot U.S. High"'87 lOl and River 
Road 1n wbst1tut1on tor State l!1gl:xw&y' ll6 betveen Cotati and Ocernev1ll.e 
at the d1seret1on or the carr1er .. 

Issued b;r Cal1:t01'D1& Publ.1c Ut1l1t1es ca-1aa1on 

Dee1.aion _9_3_3..;..8..;.' .;;;5_~, Application. 60")97. 
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AppeDd1x A. A. Closer Look". Inc. 

(psc - lJ:rZ) 

l.. Russian R1ver Pick-up Area. •. 

0 • 

~e Russ1an Mver Pick-up Area is tor the purpose ~ eollect1n& 
p&8sengers with reservations and is defined as $tate R1ghv~ 116 between the 
e~ty- o~ ?orestv1lle and ita junetion v1th State B1g)xway l". State B:tpay 
1. betveeJl its ~et1on 'W1 th State R1glr.1q :u6 and the ec.nmity ot Jenner 
aM R1ver Road betveen the CC1IIIZI1m1ty or Guernev1lJ.e a:od the Ccmmmity ot R1e> 
V1do and the area tor one bal:r a1r-a1le on e1ther aide ot these roa4a or 
b1ghv~ •• 

Issued by Cal1:rorn1& Publ:1e T1t1l1t1ea COW1a810n. 

Decision 93385 , Application. 60391. 


