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Decision 93397 AUG 41981 

BEFCRE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IHE S'I'A'IE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the County of Yolo~ a ) 
Political Subdivision of the State of ) 
California for an order authorizing ) 
the construction of Grade Crossing ) 
accross (sic) tracks of the Western ) 
Pacific Railroad Company (Track Nos. ) 
90140-092 & -406) and Seaport ) 
Boulevard in the County of Yolo. ) 

) 

Q!l!lQli 

Application 60308 
(Filed March 2:t 1981) 

As part of t:be project for expansion of the West Sacramento 
Port Center, the County of Yolo requests authori~ to construct 
Seaport Boulevard at grade across Sacramento Northern Railway's (SN) 
(a wholly owned subsidiary of The Western Pacific Railroad Company) 
spur tracks in Yolo County. 

!be County of Yolo is the lead agency for tbi S project 
under the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as 
amended, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After prepara­
tion and review of an Environmental Impact Report~ the Couu~ of 
Yolo approved the project. On September 7, 1979, a Notice of 
Determination was filed with the Yolo CO\mty Clerk which found that 
tiThe project will beNe a significant effect upon the environment .. " 

The CommiSSion is a responsible agency for this proj eet 
under CEQA and bas . independently evaluated and assessed the lead 
agency's Final Environmental Impact Report. !he site of the proposed 
project bas been inspected by the Commission staff. 

The project site is located in the westerly portion of the 
unincorporated community of West Sacramento. Approximately 650 acres, 
formerly farmland:t are being subdivided for industrial use. 
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Major adverse tmpacts include degradation of air quality 
resulting from industrial processes, possible nearby traffic con­
gestion, and increased demand on existing utilities> such as water, 
sewer, and power. Mitigation measures include implementing new 
technology in controlling industrial emissions and funding by 
developers for expansion of utility facilities. 

Notice of the application was publisbed in tbe Commission's 
Daily Calendar on March 5, 1981. No protests have been received. A 
public bearing is no 1: necess<!'t')7. 
Findings of Fact 

1. Applicant rec;ues ts authori ty ~der Public Utili ties (PU) 

Code Sections 1201-1205 to construct Seaport Boulevard at grade 
across SN' s spur tracks in Yolo County. 

2. The proposed crossing is required to provide access to 
parcels of land located east of the spur tracks. 

3. Public convenieuce and necessity require construction of 
tbe proposed railroad-bighway crossing. 

4.. Public safety requires that protection at the crossing. be 

two Standard No .. 8-A automatic flashin~light signals with cantilevers 
(General Order 7S-C). 

5. Fending installation of the automatic signals, the 

requirements for public safety at the crossing. may be met by installa­
tion of two Standard No. l-R crOSSing signs (General Order 75-C) and 
flagging of the crossing. 

6. Applicant is the lead agency for this project under CEQA,. 

as amendedp 
7.. !be Comission is a responsible agency for this proj ect 

and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead agency's Final 
Environmental Impact Report. 

8. '!be project will have a significant effect on the environment; 
however, the proposed mitigation measures will either eliminate or 
reduce the sever! ty of the adverse impacts. 
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Conclusion of Law 

!be application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

ORDER ..... ---"'--
IT IS atDERED tba t: 

1. The Coun1:y of Yolo is autborized to construct Seapor1: 
Boulevard at grade across Sacramento Northern Railway's (SN) spur 
tracks in Yolo County, at the location and substantially as shown by 
the plan attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing 
No. 8-91.47-C. 

2.. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior to 
Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-3. 

3. Clearances shall conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
shall conform to General Order IlS. 

4. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No.. 8-A 
automatic flashing-light signals with cantilevers (General Order 75-C). 

5. For a period not to exceed one year from date of this 
order~ protec1:ion at the crossing may be two Standard No. l-R 
crOSSing signs (General Order 75-C).. No on-rail vehicle sball 
operate over 1:he crossing unless it is firs1: brougb1: to a stop and 
traffic on the roadway protected by a member of 'the crew~ or other 
competent employee of the railroad, acting as a flagman. !be flagman 
shall place a miD;mum of two fusees on each side of the track prior 
1:0 entry of the on-rail vehicle into the crossing. 

6. Written instructions shall be issued by the railroad to 
trainmen~ operating over the crossing, to ccmply with the flagging 

instructions. A copy of the instructions shall be filed with tile 

Commissionwitbin 30 days after installation of the crossing. 
Suitable Signs shall be installed on both sides of Seaport Boulevard> 
calling the a ttent ion 0 f trainmen to the flaggi.ng i.ns tructions • 
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The flagging procedures shall remain in full force until tbe 
required automatic protec~ion is installed and operative. 

7 • Construc~ion expense of ~he crossing and installation 
cost of the automatic protection shall be borne by applicant. 

S. Maintenance of the crOSSing. sball be in accordance with 
General Order 72-B. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection 
shall be borne by applican~ under PU Code Sec~;to.n 1202.2. 

9. Construction plans of the crOSSing, approved by SN,. together 
with a copy of the agreement entered into be tween the parties,. shall 
be filed wi~h the Commission prior to commencing construction. 

10. Within 30 days after completion, under this order, applicant 

shall advise the Commission in WTiting. 
'!his authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

two years unless time be extended or if the above condi~ions are not 
complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
convenience, necessity,. or safety so require. 

This order bec~es effective 30 days from today. 
Dated AUG 41981 , at San Francisco, 

Cal iform. a. 


