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Decision 93444 

BEFORE TEE PO':BLIC UTIL!TIES COMMISSION OF TEE S~E OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of the City oi'El?aso de ) 
Robles, State of Califor.:ia, for an ) 
order authorizing construction of a ) 
vehicular bridge at First Street ) 
SP3.:C.:l~g the Southe::l Pacific ~rans-) 
portation Co:npany t::-acks i:t the City 
of El Paso de Rooles. 

OPINION ---------

Application 60432 
(Filed April 10, 1981) 

As part of the project to construct the NibliCk Road Bridge 
across the Salinas River, the City of El Paso de Robles requests 
authority to constr~ct Niblick Road at separated grades over the t:aeks 
of Southe:".:l Pacit'ic Transportation CO::'Pa::lY's (SPT) Coast Route !'.ai!l 
Line i:l :::1 Paso de Robles, Sa::l Luis Obispo County. 

Al'l'lica::lt is tb.e lead agency for this l'I'Oject u:o.der tb.e 
California E:c.viro=.e::.tal Quality Act of 1970 (C~), as a.:::lended, Public 
Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq. After pr~aration and review of 
an Enviro~ental I::.pact Report (EIR), applicant approved the project. 
~ March 10, 1981, a Notice of Determination was filed with the 
Sa=. Luis Obispo County Clerk which i'our.d that "The proj ect will not 
have a sig:lii'ica:lt effect 0:0. the envi:-o=.e:o.t." 

The Co::1ssion is a respo~sible agency for this project u:der 
CEQ! and has independently evaluated and assessed the lead age~ey's 
Final EIR. The site o~ the proposed project has been ~~ected by tne 
Com:ission star!. 

The City of El Paso de Robles is roughly bisected from south 
to north by the Sali:las River, U.S. Eighway 101, a::ld S~ t s tracks.. The 
river is presently crossed by a bridge o~ the a1ignme~t of State Sign 
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Route 46 in the northerly portio~ o! the co~unity and by a bridge 
cO:c::l.ecti:lg 13th Street a:.d Creston Roae. i:l the ce:o. tral portion of the 
community, both or which ~c ne~riog capacity. ~he proposed Niblick 
Road Bridge would be located in the southerly portion or the community 
and would provide improved access between the developing southeast 
po=tion of the co=uni"=Y a:ld t1le City's central business district, 
co=ereial, and e=plo~ent c~ters. 

Notice of the application was published ~ the Co~ission's 
Daily Calendar on April 14, 1981. No protests have been received. 
A public hearing is not necessary. 
Findin~s o~ Fact 

1.. Applicant requests authority unde:- Public Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to const=uct NibliCk Road at separated grades over 
the tracks of S?T' s Coa~t Route I-lai:l ti:le in El Paso de Robles, 
Sa:l L'1.!is Obispo COu=lty ... 

2. Construction o~ the Niblick Road Bridge over the Salinas Rive:
is required to provide ~proved access between the developing southeast 
portion of El Paso de Robles a:d the City's ce~tral business district. 

3. Public co:v~ience ~d necessity require construction o~ the 
Niblick Road Bridge over the Salinas River. 

4. Applica:.t is the lead agency for this proj ect under CEO"A, as 
a.:lended. 

5. The Co~ssion is a respo~sible agency for this project and 
has independently evaluated ~d assessee. the lead agency's Final EIR. 

6. This project ..... 'ill have ::'0 significant impact on the 
e::.vi=o::o::lent. 
Conclusion of Law 

The application should be s=~ted as set forth in the 
following ore.er • 

-2-



• 

• 

• 

ORDER 

1. The City o! El Paso de Ro~les is authorized to co~struct 
Niblick Road at separated grades over the tra~~ of Southern Pacific 
Transportation Co:npa:lyt s (SPT) Coast Route l1ain Line in E1 Paso de 
Robles, San Luis O'bispo COU!lty, at the location and substantially as 
sho~ by pl~s attached to the application, to be ic.e:lti!ied as 
Cross~ ~216_8-A. 

2. Clearances shall 'be in accordance with General Order 26-D. 
Wallt\·:ays shall con!o:::: to General O:-d.er 118. 

,. C.onstrtlction a:ld ::ainte::.ance costs shall 'be 'bor.le in 

accord~ce ~~th ~ agre~e:lt to be e::.tered into betwee::. the ps--ties. 
A copy of the agree:ent, together \o,-ith pla.::ls o! the crossing app:-oved 
'by SPT, shall 'be filed with the Co~~;ssion prior to co~e::.ci:o.g con
struction. Should the parties fail to agree, the Co=.i.ssion will 
apportion the costs ~r construction and maintenance 'by !u.-ther order. 

4. Within ,0 days after completion, under this order, applicant 
shall advise the Co~ssio::. in \o,Titing • 
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This authorization shall expire i! not exercised within 
three years unless ti::le be extended or i! the a'bove con4itions are 
not co:plied ~~th. Autho:izatio~:ay 'be revoked or ~odi!ied if 
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

TAis order beco~es e!!ective 30 days fro: today. 
:c""te..l ~ 18,tS~ ~ ~ ____________________ ~~ ___________ , at San ?r~cisco, 

Califomia. 


