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Decision 93510 Sf? 1 1981 

BEFORE TE PG:BLIC UTILITIES CO!1r'.ISSION OF TEE 

In the matte:- oi' the application of ) 
SOUT~ PACIFIC TRANSFORTATION ) 
COMP~~ for ~ order autboriz~g ) 
the construction at grade or an ) 
industrial spur track i=.~ 1l1'0=, a.r.d ) 
across Alta Street i::l the City of ) 
Gonzales, County of Monte::-ey, State) 
of California. ) 

-----------------------------) 
C?:!\!ON --------

Application 60517 
(Filed ~~y 5, 1981) 

As part or the r.onterey V~eyards Bottl~g and warehouse 
Euilding ?roject. Souther:l Pacific T:::-ansportation Co~~y (S?X) 
requests authority to const:"Uct a::. industrial spur t:-ack at g=ad-c 
across Alta St:-eet in Gonzales. ~onterey County. 

The City or Gonzales is the lead agency tor thi s project 
~der the Califo~-ia ~vironmen~l Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)~ as 
a:ended, Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et se~. Arter prepara­
tion and review of an Initial Study, the City of Go:zales issued a 
~egative Declaration and approved the project. On July 21, 1981, a 
~otice of Deter:ination was tiled ~~th the ~onterey Co~ty Clerk wbicb 
tou:.d that "the project i::. its final for:n was dete:-::liDed to have a:l 

insignii'ica:lt e!'tect 'Upon the environment." 
The COn'!"'ission is a responsible age.cJ for this p=oject 

under CEQA and bas independently evaluated and assessed t~e lead 
agen~ts ~itial Stucy and Negative Declaratio~. The site of the 
proposed project has bee=. ~spected by the Co==issio~ sta;~. 

~he ~onterey Vineyards Bottling and Warehouse Building 
Project is part ot the continuing planned develop~ent 0; the Comp~yts 
winery facilities in Gonzales. ~he facilities are located on the 
northeast side of SFT' s :mainline track southeasterly of the 
downtown area of Gonzales. 
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Applicant states that Gonzales Co:pa:y,. Inc., ·~0p'era.to= of 
the~ehouse facility, has an ~ediate need for rail service. It is 
therefore requested that the u~al 30-cay effective date on an order 
be waivec 9 which we will do. 

Notice of the applicatio~ was puolished in the Com:tissio~ ~s 
Daily Calendar 0:0. May 8, 1981. No ~rotests have been received. ~ 
~ublic hearing is not necessary. 
Finc.iDgs of Fact 

1. Applicant re~uests authority uncer ~~blic Utilities Code 
Sections 1201-1205 to co:o.struct a:l i:lcustrial spur track at grade 
across Alta Street in Gonzales, ~o:o.terey County. 

2. The proposed spur t=-a.ck crosSi:lg is requi:"ec. to p:::,ovide rail 
. t to,. "" . , .... .I" y..... V . ..:l se;:'VJ.ce 0 .... e ... a.c~ ... l. ... :.es 0 ...... ~o:o. ... erey l.neya;r:\,.s. 

3. Public co:ve:o.ience and necessity ::-eq~ire co:o.str~ctio:o. of t~e 
proposed spur t::-aek c:::'ossing. 

4. Public safety requi::-es that protectio~ at the crossing be 
two Standard No. 9-A automatic gate-ty?e signals With ca:o.tileve:-s 
(General Oree:- 75-C). 

5. ?enciing l:lstallatio:o. o! the auto~tic gate-type si~ls~ 
tbe requi::-e:ents of public sa!ety at the c:-ossing =ay be met by ~stal­
latio:o. of two Stanc.arc. :\0. 1-R c::-ossi::.g si~s (Ge::.e::-al O:::"c.e:::" 75-0) rule. 
flagging o~ the c=ossing. 

6. Tbe City of Gonzales is the lead agency to:::' this ~::-oject 
u:c.der CE~, as a.:l.e:o.ded. 

7. The Co~~;ssion is a ::-esponsible agency for this ~::-oject ~C 
has indepe~de~tly evaluated ~d assessed the lead age~e.yts I~itial 
Study and Negative Decla::-atio~_ 

8. The project will have no significant i:pact on the 
envirolme~t • 
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Conclusions of LaW' 
-= 1. The application shoulc 'be granted as set forth in the 

!ollowi:.g o:-de:-. 
2. The usual :;O-day effective da. te 0::' a:l order should "oe 

waived as the i:ldustry to be served has a=. immediate need. to:- :-ail 
service. 

ORDER 

IT IS 02DERED that: 
1. Southe:-: Pacific Transpor-...a.tio:l CO:::Pa:lY is authorizec. to 

const:-uct ~ ~du5t=ial spur track at grade across Alta Street in 

GO:lzales, ~o:oterey Co~ty, at t~e location and 5u'bsta::.tially as sho~~ 
by the pla~ attachec. to the ap~lication, to be id.e::.ti!iee as C:-05si::'5 
E-136 .. 0-C. 

2. Co::.ztructio::. of the crossins shall be equal o~ 5upe:io:- to 
Standa:d. ~o. 1 of General O:de: 72-E. 

3. Clearances shall co::.!o::-:: to Ge::.e:al O:d.er 26-D. Walk\..oayz 
s~31l confo~ to General Oreer 118. 

~. ?rotectio:l at the c:-oSS~5 shall be two Sta:da=d No. 9-A 
automatic gate-type sig:als ~ith ca::.tilevers (Gene:al Orde:- 75-0) .. 

5. Por a period :lot to exceec o::.e year !=o::: date of t~s order~ 
p:"otectio::. at the c:-OSSl.ng ::lay be two Sta::.da:-d No. 1-?" crossing si~s 
(General O:-de:- 75-C). No on-rail vehicle shall operate over ~e 
c:-ossi:g unless it:is !i:-s-e brought to a sto~ a:d t:-affic 0::' t~e road­
way protected by a ~e:'ber of the crew~ 0:- other co:pete::.t e:ployee of 
the railroad., acti=.g as flagman. The !lag:na:l sball place a :nini:cc of 
two fusees on each side o! the traCk prior to entry of the on-rail 
vehicle i:lto the erossi:.g. 

6. Writte: ~structio~s shall be issued by the railroad to 
trainme~~ operati~g over the crossing~ to co~ly ~~th the ~lagging 
instructions. A copy o! the instructions sha.ll be riled with. the 
Commission within ,0 days a.rter installation of the crossin~ 
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Suitable signs shall be installed o~ both sides of Alta $treet. 
calling the attention 0: trail::.::le~ to the flagging instructions. The 
flaggi:o.g instructions shall rezaitJ. i:l fu.ll force 1.'Otil the requ.ired 
automatic protection is installed and operative. 

7. Co~struction expense or the crossing and ~stallatio~ cost 
of the automatic ~rotectio~ seall be borne by applicant. 

Y~nten~ce of the crossing shall con~or= to General Oreer 
72-3. Y.aintena:lce cost o'! the autotlatic ?:'otection shall be borne by 

a~:plica:lt. 

9. Wit~;O days after co~letion. unaer this order. a:P?lic~t 
shall advise the Co~ission in ~Tit~g. 

This au.tnorization shall expire if ~ot exercisec witb.~ t~o 
years u::less ti:::le be exte:o.eec. or if the above conCi tio:o.s are ~ot CO:::l­

plied ~~tn. Au.thorization:ay be revoked or :oci!iee if :public 
convenience~ necessity, or safet7 so re~uire. 

This order iz effective today. 
Dated _______ S~E~?~1 __ 1~9~~~ _______________ , at s~ Francisco. 

Cali!o=ia. 


