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.:..tBEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILIT~S COMMISSION OF.·'l'HE STATE OF" CALIFORNIA' 
• , .... It 

Investigation on the Commission's 
own motion 1nto the teasioility of 
estab~ish1ng various methods of 
'Provid1ng low-interest ~ long-term 
f1ne.nc1ng ot solar energy systems ." 
tor utility customers. 

on ,42 
(Filed April ,24 ~'1979) 

ORDER FOR CONTINOED FUNDING, 
OF THE SOLAR ADVISORY COMMITTEE' 

I 

Baek£;l"ound 
DeciSion CD .. ) 91272 ~a11ed 'forthe'forma.tion, o~an advis,ory 

panel to. .report on a variety ot matters so~es1x"months'Prio,r to" 

• 
the termination ot the demonstration. The ,appo1nted adv:tso,X'Y' panel, 
includes representatives Qf' the solar 1ndustr.r~,.the regUi8:t~d:, 
utilities., the financial community,. consumer and enviromnental 
groups, realtors,. apartment house, owners> contraC'tors.'~l8.bor>'and'· 

. ..' ., ." 

gQvernment agencies at the local, state,. and national' levels,.; , 
/ __ /Ng.L6 Xb.e oalanced composition".Qt" the' adVisory panel ereates 

,/ ~ ~~ 'forum tor the different interests concerned with the 
detlonstration to meet and discuss specific proolems that arise 
during the demonstration. Recommendations ot, the panel h,ave Oee:l. . 
very helptul to the Commission in resolving. the multitude, of'deta.11 

• 

• J' ", 

problems certain to. arise in tl:U.s large pioneering undertak1D.g': 
To a.void duplication or adm1n.tstra.tive personnei;~' the' 

Executive Office of the SolarCal Council (Council) was a.sked:> to· 
adm1niste:r the advisory panel on. behal~ ot the Comm.1.Ss10n .... '.By :, ' 
Commission D.92251, we have entered1nto' an.1nteragencyagreement: 
with the CouncU, wh1ch estaolished a budget for 'the" panel:s.nd.' " 
cl8.r1t'ied the mutual responsibilities of"thecolnxrJ.j.s·s.1on;:.8l:l,d' the ' • 
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Counc1l~ A budget for the panel not exceed1ng$20,.·OOO··a·.yearfor: 
the duration or- the demonstrat1onws.s estal)l:tshed. ,The''in:tt1s.f. 
UJ.terageney agreement is for one year and expires on .. oe~ber 3l,1981.~ . 

The AdVisory Committee (COmm1ttee) ha.s tieen very, a.Ctive 
in dealing wi.th major problems. such as. ref1n:tng thepc>st-ins·ta.J.lat1on 
checklist and esta.1:>lishl.ng,sols.r system sizing tor' .s1ngle";:f'a.m:tJ.y:' 
'\lrl,j.ts. These two major issues were ,resolved w1th"~Puts from: the 
COmmittee members representing s. wide sector of'oursoc1ety. 

Several subcommittees were 'forme~l to iron out· .the spec:t:f'1c 
problems. The Tecl:m1ca.1 Committee recently submitted itsrecomm~nda­
tions on multifamily siz1ng, criteria.,. reba.te adjustment formult1~ 
f'amily un1ts" and on its desired ps.rtic1pat1on1n ~he process ·o:t· 

• J. • 

selecting the contractor who will monitor and eva.lua.te. :tlle· solar., 
systems ~ Many or these, recommend.ations will' be . Presented·, to- the.' 
COmm.1~sion along With those o~ ourtecbn1ca.1 statr •. ' 
Committee's Request 

'Xhere are several other issues raised by the Aciv1sory 
Comm:1:ttee" by letter,. that need to: be reSolved.,.'Xliese:';t'ssue's·deal 
with program funding for low-1.c.comeeustomers . and,' poss1ble'mod.:1f.1Ca.~ 
tion of' the sizing; requ1rements;Bes1des these1ssue's;.'the 
AdVisory' Committee 'strongly f'eels that its-work 1sfs.r":f'rom complete 
and has' much to or-ter to the Comin1ssion: 1n r'esOl V1ng.' them ~'. .' The 
Advisory Committee also requests that the· currentyearly·b~dget..o-r .. 
$20,,000 be increased to approx1ma.tely $-30~000.Thecomm1tte~ 

, ~ 

turther requests approval or- anadd1t1onal $20"OOO·toemplo:r<a· 
halt-time committee consultant. The total requested amou:nt:is· 
appronmately $50,000 for 1981-82t1scaJ. ye~s:.,:'.· ' " . 

r"" 
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Tb.~ COmmission recognizes the COmm1t-tee's::ValUa~le'~pu.t 
and expects to have theComm1t.tee continue 1t.s act1V1ty~. Many ot', 

the major i$Sues~" however~ are noW'resolv~d'.· Therema1 n :,ng' questions 
regard. of .... ,.,. ~-m.Ult'U..;;;...'.n;.:';:7"s:tz·fn·g~~·reM""'"~m~ts:}:~-non~6~1;~~damOni:J09~j:~":~?:::f::~'-:-:7 \. ~- ...... _~_.:.._ . ~~ _ oM J~ ~~ " 

utilities regarding the l~ or program tund1ngtorlOW-1llcome f'am1l1~s" 
and modif'icaUon or the solar system requirements to- aehievebroader 

, , , 

participation are all now ,being eonsid.eredby this." Commission .• ' 
, . , 

Resolution 0:- these questions. is expected betore: th~end·or, this . 

year, thus leaving. fewer items for the Committee' towo~k·on. 
. secretarial help f'or the AdVisory COmmittee" 1ri::ta.k1ng. 

. .. 

the minutes of meetings" and for typing" and. mail1ng.letters W1J.lbe . ' 
. . . \' 

proVided by the Pub11c '01;.11i ties Commission Solar MOnitor1n€,'Unft 
based 1n saeramento.. We believe this help, Will" relieve sOtlle:or .'" 

the start' burden facing the AdVisory :C¢mm1ttee'., ~"appaQJ"Q tft~t 
"leG Ag'4im:lt Committue COOl IcaUee Ii .!t~~':!:I::Y I::O'~ level mOle in­

keep1ng nth o"r 9rigJ:nal 1nt:eab. It should' ;CQQue ell lReA~tep!fts .. 
a.nd eya1uation o:C tbe ppogl'8.m '~~1Q~ w1ll be Yn4Q;way=shc>rt'y '. "'2 

or1s1~al '9l:J:dget p:rovlded tor expeases shoald'ee Q'lWc1entto meet 
the expenses tel' t'As Reeeeea~ sabcomm:tt;t:ee meetidgs.'" 

. The , ComDdssiori' dOe~ 'not~'bel:teve"th.~~,,:,th~": 'r~qtl.es ted'f$50~090. 
budget is appropriate. Rather". the Comin1ttee, ,shouid~ eontinue-its 

,. .. . " 

active roJ.e at.. the $20 000 level •. : Th.!s.>leye:l: . 
or fundiDg should ,cont1%iue to be proV1ded by . the . pa.rt.1c.:tpatlng. 

"::'.:w, , " 

utllities. 
F1:ld1Ilgs. 0:- Fact· 

1. The Advisory ComIJl1.ttee has prov1ded.Valuab'ie'~putto, 
.. .' "' ', .... 

the Comm::tsSion 1n resolv1ngma.ny issues a.r1:sj,ng1n'thesolar·. 

demonstration program. 
2. Clerical help proVided. by. the Monitoring Unit, and:;,:f'u.ture 

Commission action in resolving pend1:o.g. issu'es,will,lower.the, " ' 
, • .". '"', r' 

Committee"s workload • 
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3. The current contract between the Sols.X'CSJ. Council" and . 
this, Comm!.ss1on to 'operate and adm1n1ster', an Ad.~sory Sube-omm..tt.tee 

expires on Oetober31" 1981. ' ' '' 
4. The $50,,000 requested oy theAdv1S~ry co~ttef'orthe 

next, 12 months is excessive. 

" ' 

5., To carry out expected Advisory .comm1ttee actirlty" 'and 

approp~~ate ~udget is ,$20,,000. Tbj;s amount' should be 'pr,oport1onately , 
included in the part1c1pa.t1ng utllities t expenses for the 
Demonstration Solar F1nanc~Progra:m;. 
Conclusions of' Law 

1. The Commission concludes that the Adv1sor,r Committee 
shouJ.d continue its activity for the com1l:lg 12. months.: ' 

2. The current contract' between the- Soia.rcaJ.,Counc11and .' ' . 
the Public Utilities Comm1ssionshould~' be ,extendedf'or' next 

12 monthS. " '". ' ,,: "', "'." , ' 
3. A budget of $20,,000 for the 12-month'per1odfrom: 

November 1, 1981 to :October 31, 1982 is appropr:ta.te,'~':to~'c~nyout<, 
• I' _,' ~~~.,; • 

Advisory Committee activities.,1 
4. ,The following order should' be made e't-:f'eet1ve'th.edate 

of' Signature in order to reimburse reasonableeosts.1ncurredby, " 
'. " . . 

the Advisory Committee beg;1nnjng November, 1" 1981. 

ORD:ER ----'-
IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. The contract between the SolarCal Counciland'the": ' 
Public Utilities Commission entered' Und~rConim1s.s1on'Dec:[s1on 92251" 
dated September 16" 1980 in OII42,. be:extended,:f'or ,the next 
12 months at the current :ro.nd1ng 'level of,' $20~,OOO': p~r:yea~.;: 

,.', ': . 
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2. The oudget request of i50 .. 000ran',1nerease'of'$'30,OOO 
from the current budget' of $20 .. 000, is.jr~~~;it.~~~~~~~>· 

3. The respondent utilities are authorized to incur 
. ,\"-. " , , 

reasonable expenses as may .. tromtime to time'; be ,billed' by the'" 
AdVisory Comm1tteethrougb..th1s commission .man 'ove~a.ll'·a.m.ount ' 
not to exceed $20>000 tor the per1odof November: 1; 198:(tb.ro~ . 

. , - ,' .. 

October 31... 1982".. ' 
t , 

This ,order1s effective today." '. ' 
Dated NOV" 31981' ~'at San: Fra.nc1sco:~ California .. 

~, 
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