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Decision !L
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIZES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORKIA

ég 1ica§§8n c? éﬁ?ﬁ%CAN CA%EING % soo1 fon 60359
., & ifornia Corpora- pplication

tion, to modify and extend existing (Filed March 13, 1981)

routes of a motor vehicle camping

tour service from Sen Francisco.

G‘D r*.;ar}’m n&

' 93854 DEC1 5198

INTERTT OPINION

_ American Camping Tours, Imc. (PSC-1038) requests =
certificate of public convenience and necessity to modily and. exterd
existing routes of its passenger stage tour service.

Applicant offers two types of passeanger sexvice. The
deluxe tours use customized motor homes and include driver, guide,
meals, camping, and park entrance fees. Tours may also be provided
in 15-passenger vans Zor a lower Zfare. Sexvice is provided on an
on-call basis with a miaimum 0L four pessengers per tour.

By Resolutior PE-390 (RRD-140) dated Jazuexy S, 1981 tke
Commission granted spplicant permission to change certain 3-day
tours into 2~day tours. Applicant seeks <o restore the 3-day tours.

Applicant states that there iz a demand Zoxr pickups and
dropoffs at cextain points withir Berkeley and seeks authority <o
serve these points. In addivtion, aprlicart seeks autkority to
pick up at the Los Angeles Internmetiopal Airpoxt im addition to th
Sen Francisco Interzationsal Airport so that ftours can be operated
in either direction.

Applicant seeks autlority toO operate nine zew xulti-day
Tours axd three new l-day tours. Applicent states that the new
zulti~day tours would provide msrketing advantages in Japen. The
revw l=day <vours are desigred to provide a quick look at th
Bay Area. 2o applican®t's knowledge, no other passenger stage
corporation is operating these tours.
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Decisior (D.) 88887, dated May 31, 1978 in Application
(h.) 5784%, granted spplicsct its original passenger stage authority
and D.89968 amd 91463 in A.5835% and 5898% extended this authority.
The service provided by thaese decisions includes overmight stops
in pudblic campgrounds, food, cempirg equipment, driver, and bilimgual
guide. The instant applicatior will emtail similar packsges of
services. ’

Applicant's balance skheet lists assets of $8,800.

The application was listed oz the Commission’'s Deily
Calendar of March 18, 1981. No protests have been received.

Applicant proposes to charge fares for the rew sexvice
raxging from $35 for the l-day tours %o 3695 for the 10-day tour.
Discussion

In our weview of the exieting and The proposed multi-dsy
tours, we Zird that the primary activity of applicant would be
providing guided camping trips ané nsture orientation with tTrans-
portation being incidental. The situation is skin to that sddressed
in 4.6012%, D.9%066, Pacific Mountain Adventures, issued May 19,
1981. EHere, as in that mattexr, the service applicant proposes is
Bot strictly tramsportation. It will tramnsport patrons, Oz an
on-coll basis (with a mipimum of 4) in conjumction with campirg iz
national and state camping facilities or campgrounds. The camping
activity will bDe overseen and organized by <the Tour guidles, and
applicant will furnish all cemping equipmert. ZThe tour-camping
excursions are of 2~ to 10-day éduration.

The service applicant proposes for these xmulti-day tours
is primcipslly that of outfitting and provisioning camping excursiozns,
with emphasis on naturel snd local history irnformatiorn by its guides.
The transportation is ancillary to this primaxy service. Sizce the
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principal urndertaking is organized cemping trips, with incidental
transportation betweern itinerary points, applicant does not for <his
service hold itzelf ort to the public as a passenmger Stage corporation.
Transportation is incidental %o 2 package of other services. Accord-
ingly, for the multi-day tours proposed and the previous authorities
granted (which are all multi-day tours), & passenger stage certiZicate
is mot required.

Cur applicatior of %the primary husiress test tere is akiz
to other noldings on what constitutes public utility sexvice. TFor
exaxmple, in D.89%2%, Case 10127 et al., issued Septemder 6, 1978,
we found that hotels and hospitals are not telephoze utilities,
although they provide telephone terminal equipment facilities, for a
chaxrge, that intertie with the teleptores' network. Their provision
of communications services ave incidexntal to their main exndeavors.

The primary business test involves determining whether Transportation
is ancillary to another activity or ar inTtegral part of the overall
endeavor. (W. E. Burke (1972) 74 CPUC 267, 274.) Zere, moving
patrons between points for caxping ané natural history oriemtation,
etC., is only ancillaxy to the overall specialized service tlhe
applicant offers.

The proposed three l-day tours do not involve camping
excursions. They are sightseeing-tovr service operating over a 1oop
retuzning to the poiznt of departure after viewing or visting points V//
of interest. This is not passexger stage corporation service as
we have concluded irn D.95726 daved November 1%, 1981. ZHowever,
the portion of that decision completely eliminat*ng ouzr regulation
over s;ghtseezng-tou* carziers will not become effective until after
judical review. We anmmounced ip D.93726 thas durang this trapsitional
period we would grant pending applications ex parte with texporary
operatizg authority upon & skhowing theat applicant had adequate public
liability insurspnce. hAccordingly, we will grent temporary authorist
o applicant to conduct its proposed three l-day tours.
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Fipdings of Fact

1. Applicant will, for compezsation, take patrTors oz multi-day
guided camping, nature, and historical interest orientation trips.
Applican: will also, for compensation, Take patrons on l-day sight~
seeing Trips.

2. Applicant's operation will be seasonal, axd or an on-call
basis, subject to a minimum pumber of patroms.

5. Applicent's primary business epdeavor will de to ofer
multi-day guided camping Trips and nature orientation, ancillary to
that gpplicant will tramsport patrons beitween itinerary points.

4. Applicant's l-day tours are sightseeing-tour sexrvice over
a loop.

S5« It can be seen with certainty that there is no possib;lity

that the activity in question may have & sigrificant effect on the
enviromment.

Conclusions of Law

1. Applicant's proposed multi-dsy transportation sezvice is
incidental and ancillary to the Pringry busizess undertaking of
conducting guided camping snd nature orientation outings, and is zot
public uwtility common carrisge. This portion of the application
should be dismissed dbecause the requested operating suthority is
zot neceésary. . ‘

2. Applicant shotld surrendar its certificates of ablic
convenience and necessity issued under D.88887, 89968, and 91463
and Besolutioz PE-390 for cancellation sirce they are 20t znecessasy.

5. Temporary operating authority should de granted for the

_ Tequested l-Cay sightseeing-tour service routes.
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'INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. "ZTke portion of the request ir ipplication €0359 Zor
multi—dayng;iﬁs‘is dismissed.

2. The certificates oZf public convenience axnd necessity
autkorized by Decisions 88887, 89968, and 91463 and Resolution FPE~390
skall be suzrendered for cancellation within 30 days Zrom the

| €ffective date of this oxder.

3. American Campirg Tours, Inc. is granted a temporary
cervificate of public convenience ard necessity to operate the three
l-day tours proposed in the application uzntil further order.of tke
Commission acd is assigred Passenger Stage Comporation (PSC) FNo. 1038.
A permanent cextificate prepared By this Commission mey be issued
by & final oxder.

4. Applicent skhall:

. a. File a written acceptance of this autkority
within 30 days after this oxder is effective.

b. Zstablish the authorized service and file
tariffs and timetables within 120 days
after this oxdexr i3 effective.

State in its tarifss and timetables when
sexvice will staxr?; allow at least 10 days'
notice to the Commission: and make timetables
and taxifls effective 10 o more days alfter
thiz order is effective.
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Comply witk Gemezal Orders Sexies 79, 98,
101, and 104, and the California Zighway
Patrol safety rules.

e. Maintain accounting recoxds in co*’o*m...ty
with the Uniform System of Accounts

This order becomes effective 30 days from today.
ra Yo' a Y -
Dated ocl ¢ 5 n , 2t San Prazcisco, California.

o
JOSN K BRYSON e
President )
RICHARD D, GRAVIRIE '
LEONARD M CROMES, . -
VICTOR CALVO e
PRISCILLA C. GREW i
Commizsioners
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