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93854 Decision ____ _ 

:BEFORE TEE Ptr.BLIC ~ILIT:rES COMMISSION OF ~:a:E S~ OF C.ALI:roRNIA 

~:p~cation o! .AMERICAN C.A..1IoJl'ING ) 
~ ,INC • ., a Cali!ornia Ccr:?Ora- ) 
tion, to modity and extend existing ~ 
r~tes ot a motor ve~cle cacping 
tour service trom Sen Francisco. 

INTERIM OPINION 

Application 60'59 
(Filed Mareh 13, 1981) 

American Camping Tou...-s., Inc. (?SC-1038) requests a 
certi!icate ot public convenience and necessity to modi:!'j" and ex:e:cd 
existing routes ot its passenger stage tour se:."v ice. 

Applicant otters two types 0: passenger serviee. ~e 

deluxe tours use customized motor hC,Qes and include driver, ~~de, 
meals, camping, and pa=k ent::-anee tees. Tours may also be provided 
in l5-passenge::- vans !or a. lowe::- tare. Serv .tce is provided. on an 
oIl-call 'oasis with a minimu:n 0: tour passenge::-s per tou:.-. 

By ~solutio:c. PE-390 (?RD-140) dated J~a..J 5., 1981 the 
Commission gran-:ed applicant permission to chs=.ge certai:l ;-day 

tours i:lto 2-da.y tours. A!'Plicant seeks to resto::-e the 3-d..2J tours. 
Applicant states that the:-e is a G.er:laJ!d !or picku.:ps and 

d..-opot:!s a.t eertai:l points wi thin Eerkeley and seeks autAority to 
serve these points. III addition, applicant seeks authority to 
pick up at t::'e Los Angeles Inte:t":lS.t:"onal Ai...-:;>o:::t in ac.c.ition to the 
Sen Francisco !nte~tional A:i.r:Po:-t so that tou..-s can be operated 
in either direction. 

A.pplicant seeks author:. tj to ope::-ate nine new :nul ti-d.eJ 

tours and. three new l-c.ay tours.. Applics:t states that the :a.ew 
multi-day to't.:rs wou!d provide :l.a:keting aciv8:l.tages i:l Jap8l'l. ~e 

new l-d~' to~s a=e designed -:0 provide a quick look at t;e 
B~ Area. To applicant's ~owledge, no othe::- passenger stage 
corporation is operating these tOu.-s • 
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Decision CD.) 88887, dated ~~ ;1, 1978 in A~'Plicatio:c. 
CA.) 5784; , g:t"8llted. applicant its original j>8Ssenger stage authori t-:r 
and D. 89968 and. 9l46:5 ill A.58:55:5 a:::d. 5898; e?::ended this author:. -:::r .. 
The serviee provided by these decisions i~eludes overnight stops 
in publie eampg:r:o~ds, tood, eamping equipment, drive::", snd 'biling\lal 
guide. ~he instant application will entail similar packages of 
serviees. 

Applieant's balance sheet lists assets of $8,800. 
The application was listed. on the Commission's Deily 

Calendar o! ~~ch 18, 1981. No protests ~ve been receivee. 
Applicant proposes to charge tares tor the new serviee 

ranging !rom 5;5 tor the l-dq tours to 5695 !or the 1Q-dq' tour. 
DisC"C.ssion 

In our review of the existing and. t~e proposed ~ti-d~ 
tou-""S, we !ind that the p~...m.a..."'7 aeti vi t7 o'! applicant 'Would be 
providing guided. camping trips and, nature orientation with trans­
portation 'being ineidental. The situation is aki.:c. to that addressee. 
i:o. 11..6012;, D.9;066, ?aci!ic Mountain Adve:o.t"..l:'es, issued r'..aj" 19, 
1981. Here, as in t:c.at matte::-, the service 8:pplicant prop¢ses is 
not strictly transportation. !t 'Will tr8l:SPort :>at::-ons., on an 
on-call basis (with a m.i:nim:tllIl o! 4) in conjunction ritA ca::pix:g in 
national and state c~iDg !acili ties or campgrounds. The ea:rping 
activity will be overseen and organized bj ~he ~our guiees, anc 
applicant will !urnisl:!. eJ.l camping equi,:e:c.t. ~he tour-ea=:ping 
excursions are o! 2- to lO-daj duration. 

T.ne se=vice applicant proposes tor these ~lti-d81 tours 
is pri:c.cipally that o! out!'i tting a:c.d. provisio:oi:c.g campillg exeu--sions., 
wi til emphasiS o:c. nature.l and local histor;r in!'or.nation by its guides. 
The transportatio~ is ancillary to this p~~ se=vice. Since the 
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principal undertaking is orga:lized c.e:nping trips, vi th incidental 
transportation 'between i tinera...""'Y points., applicant does not !or -:his 
service hold itsel! ~~ to the public as a passenger stage eor,oration. 
~ransportation is incidental to a package ot .other services. Aecore­
ingly, tor the mul ti-d~ tours proposed and the previous authorities 
granted (which are all multi-day tours)., a passenger stage cerei!ieate 
is not required. 

Ou= application ot the ?~~8-~ ousiness test ~ere is akin 
to other holdings on what consti~tes public utility service. ~or 

example, i~ D.89;2;., Case lOl27 et al • ., issue~ Se?tecber 6, 1978., 
we !~nd·that hotels and ~ospitals are not telephone utilities, 
althou~ they provide telephone te~nal equipment tacilities, tor a 
charge, t:o.at intertie with the telepl::.one:;' network. ~i:- proviSion 
of communications services s=e incidental to their main endeavors. 
~he p~~a.~ business test involves deter.:i~ng whether transportation 
is ancillary to another acti vi t:/ or an ir;::eg::-al pert ot the overall 
endeavor. (~- E. Eu~ke (l972) 74 CPUC 267, Z14.) E:ere, mo-r...ng 
patrons between points tor e~i:o.g a:ld. :at".:::-al his-:orj orie:c::atioll, 
etc., is only ancilla..-y to the overall specialized service the 

1 · t~'" app ~can o •• ers. 
~e proposed th.-ee 1-0.81 toti:s do not involve camping 

excursions. ~he:r are sigb:~seeing-to'Cr service operating over a :'001>/ 
retu...-:ling to the poi::.t o! o.epa:rt"..:=e a.!~er viewing or visting -points 
o! interest. This is llot passe:ger stage co:poratio:o. se=vice as 
we ~ave concluded in D.9;?26 dated November 1;, 1981. EO~eve=, 

the portion ot that decision eo~ple~elj eli~inating our regulation 
over si~tseeing-tour car_lers will not oecome e!!ective ~tila:ter . 
judioal review. ·";e Sllnounced. in D.93?26 that du...-ing ttis transitional ./ 
period 'We would gra:c:: pending ap-plicatio:s ex parte wi tll te:pora..-y 
operating authority upon 8 showing that applicant had adequate public 
li 8oi1i ty insu:-allce. Aeco:"c.ingly, we will g:"snt tempora.-y 'authori t:1 
to applicant to conduct its proposed t=:ee l-daj tours • 
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Findings Of Fact 

1. Applicant ~ll, 'lo= compensation, take patrons on mnlti-<iey 
gttided cam.ping, nature, and. 'historical inte::-est orientation trips. 
Applicant will also, for e~pensa.tion, take pat=o:c.s 0:0. l-dq sight­
seeing trips. 

2. Applicant' s operation will be seasonal, and on an on-call 
basis, subject -:0 a minim:wn mtmber o! pa:t=o:c.s. 

3. Applica:o.t· s pr...:nsr.:r business enc.eavor will be to o!!er 
multi-day guided camping -:rips and :c.a.ture orientation, ancill.a:r:7 to 
that applicant will tr~ort patrons between itinerar.r ~ints. 

4. Applicant's l-~ tours are sightseeing-tour se~ce over 
a loop. 

5. !t can ~ seen with certaint:1 tb.at there is no possibilitj 
that the activit.j in question may ~e a significant e~!ect on the 
envirotrm.e:c.t • 
ConclUSions o! L$w 

l. Applicant's' proposed multi-day transportation service is 
incidental and ancilla.r.r to the p:""'-m8-J busi:less 'Wldertaking o'l 
conducting guided ca:m.ping and Ilatu.""e o:-ientatio:c. outings., and is :.c.ot 
public utilit,. common car::iage. ~s portion o~ the application 
should be dismissed because t~e :-eq~ested operating snthorit.1 is 
:lot necessary_ 

c-
2. Applicant should surrenw its ee=ti!icates o! ~blic 

convenience and necessity issued. ':meier D.8888?., 89968, and 9146; 
and Resolution ?E-;90 !or cancellation since they are ~t ~ecess8-~. 

;. Tempora.......,. operating authori-:y should be g:-a:ted £0:- the 
requestedl-dsy sightseeing~to~ se:vice routes. 

o .' • ...... • 
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INTERI..~ ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

TE-l 

1. '2.b.e portion o! the req,ues~ 'in A:pplieati"on' 60~59' tor " 
.-_ ... _ •.••• t_. ... • •• 

:ulti~~ trips is discissed. 

2. The certi!icates o! public conve:c.ience and neeessi t:r 
autl:l.orized by Decisions 88887, 89968, and 9146; and Resolution PE-390 
.shall,'be sU..~nQ.ered tor eauce1.1ation within ;0' ~s !rom the . . . ........ _..... . . -~ 

e!!ective date or this orde~. 

3. American Camping ~ou-"'"S ~ Inc. is e;r:anted s te::1porar,r 
certificate o! public convenience and necessity to operate the t~~e 
l-day tours proposed in the application ~~il !u--ther order. o! the 
Commission and is assig:r:.ed Passenge:- Stage Co:-poratio::l (?SC) No. 10;8. 

A pe:rm.snent certificate prepared 'by this Comm.issio:c. :ay 'be issued 
by a !inal order. 

4. Applicant shall: 

s. File a written acceptance o! ~his authoritj 
wi thin 30 days after this orde~ is e !!ecti Ve. 

b. Establish the authorized service and tile 
tari!!s and ti!netables wi thin 120 dqs 
a.!ter this order is e!!ecti ve. 

c. State ill its ta...-i!!s and ti:netables when 
service.will start; allow at least 10 days' 
notice to t::'e Co::tl:llissio:o.; and m,ake ti=.etables 
and tari!ts e!tective 10 0= ~ore days a!~er 
this orde= is e!!ective. 
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d. Comply with Ge:c.e=al Orders Serle's 79,. 98. 
101, and 104,. and the Cali~ornia Highway 
?at:-ol sa.!etj rules. 

TE-l 

e. ~..aintsi:c. accounting reeo::d.s in co:l!'o::ni ty 
Yith the Uni!o~ System 0: Accou:c.ts. 

This order becomes ef!ective ;0 days !rom to~. 
~u"C • 5 I'\o~ Dated . Co .. 1......:~.; ,at San ?:-a.neiseo, Cal~orDia. 


