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Decision ___ 9_3_8_7_1_ DEC 15 1981 
BEFORE 'IKE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 'IHE STA'm OF CALIFatNIA 

In the matter of the application of ) 
S~N PACIFIC 'TRANSPORTATION COMPANY ) 
for an order auehorizing the construction ) 
at grade of an industrial drill track in, ) 
upon and across Citrus Avenue in the ) 
City of Indio, County of Riverside, State ) 
of Cal ifomia. ~ 

OPINION .... --.--~-..-.-

Applieat1cn 60886 
(Filed September 8, 1981) 

Southern Pacific Transportaeion Company (SF!) requests 
authori~ to construct an industrial drill track at grade across 
Citrus Avenue in IndiO, Riverside County. 

The Commission is the lead agency for this project under 
the California Environmeneal Quality Ace of 1970 (CEQA), as amended, 
Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq,. !be site of the pro
posed project has been inspected by the Commission staff. 

The proposed industrial drill track will provide rail 
service to an industrial area being developed by Southern Pacific 
Industrial Development COllpany. !be surrounding parcels are vacant 
land which is zoned industrial witb existing industrial development 
nearby. 

SP'! states that James Lumber Company, one of the industries 
to be served by the proposed industrial drill 1:raek, bas an 1.mJl:tnene 
need for rail service. It is, eberefore, requested that ebe usual 
30-day effective date on an order be waived, whicb we will do. 

Notice of ebe application was publisbed in the Co=miSsion's 
Daily C4lendar on September 15, 1981. No proeests have been received. 
A public bearing is not necessary • 
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Findings of Fact 

1. SP! requests authority under Publie Utilities Code 
Sections 1201 to 1205 to construct an industrial drill track at 
grade across Citrus Avenue in Indio, Riverside County .. 

2. !be proposed industrial drill track crossing of Cirrus 
AvenUJ! is required to provide rail service to an industrial area 
being developed by Southern Pacific Industrial Development Company. 

S.. Public convenience and necessity require construction 
of the proposed industrial drill track crossing. 

4. Public safety requires that protection at the crossing 
be t:wo Standa:;rd No .. 8-A automatic flashing-light signals with 
cantilevers (General Order 7S-C). 

5. Pending installa tion of the automatic flashing-light 
signals, the requi rements of public safeey at the crossing may be 
met by the installation of two Standard No. l-R crossing signs 
(General Order 7S-C) and flagging of the crossing. 

6. the Commission is the lead agency for this project under 
CEQA, as amended. 

7. It can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility 
that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the 
envirotlment .. 

8.. The activity is not covered by the requirements set forth 
in CEQA and, tberefore, the Guidelines (14 Cal .. Admin. Code - Div. 
6) concerning the evaluation of projects and the preparation and 
review of enviromlleneal documents do not apply. 
Conclusions of Law 

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the 
following order. 

2. The usual SO-clay effective date on an order should be 
wa1 ved as James Lumber Comps.ny, one of the indus tries to be served ~ 
has an imminent need for rail service • 

-2-



'. 

• 

• 

A.60886 T/ctb 

IT IS ORDERED t:lla t: 

1. Soutbern Pacific Transportation Company (SP't) is authorized 
to construct an industrial drill track at grade across Citrus Avenue 

in Indio, Riverside CO\.Ul.ty, at the location and substantially as 
sbown by plans attacbed to the applicaeion, to be identified as 
Crossing B-61l.9-C. 

2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior 
to Standard No. 1 of General Order 72-3. 

3. Clearances sball conform to General Order 26-D. Walkways 
shall conform to General Order 118. 

4. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No .. 8-A 
automatic flasbing-light signals with cantilevers (General Order 
7S-C) • 

5. For a period not to exceed one year from the date of dlis 
order, protection at the crossing may be two Standard No. l-R crossing 
signs (General Order 75-C).. No on-ra.il veb1cle sball operate over 
the crossing uc.less it is first: brought to a. stop and traffic on 
the street protected by a ~r of the crew, or other competent 
employee of tbe railroad, acting as flagman. The flagman shall place 
a minimum of two fusees on each side of the track prior to entry of 
the on-rail vehicle into tbe c%Oss:f.ng. 

6. Written instructions sball be issued by the railroad to 
trainmen, opera.ting over the crossing, to canply with the flagging 
instructions. A copy of the ins1:ru.c:t1ons shall be filed wi t:b 

the Commission within 30 days after installation of the crossing. 
Suitable signs shall be installed on both sides of Citrus Avenue, 
calling the attention of trainmen to the flagging instructions. 

7. Construction expense of the crossing and installation C08~ 
of the au~tic protection sball be borne by SPr • 
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8. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to General 
Order 72-S. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall be 

borne by SPl'. 
9. Within 30 days after completion, Ul'lder this order, SPT 

shall advise ~e Commission ~ WTieing. 
This authorization shall expire if not exercised within 

two years WJ.less time 'be extended or if the above conditions are not 
eo=plied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if public 
cOllvenieuce, necessity, or safety so requi:e a 

This order is effective today. 
Dated __ -'_·"::_"' __ ~_:::_~.:;;S_~_J· ___ , at San FranCisco, California. 

J~:i~ r.. ~;W:.;oN 
:>n··~~(~"!') t 

P.!C:iAf.j) D CRJ.VEr .. LE 
L=:r,.., "RD ~A c"'r\.fl:' .. · m ... ,v •• ~ /I" •••• J.\ l""'~. J.'" 
\';(j'~)X CALVO 
I·h::-;(;j:.!..~. C. CREW 

Cc~!'l:;~on.."r5 

-4-


