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Decision _95-07-042  July 19, 1995
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIRS COMMISSION OF THR STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application of the State of California,
Department _.of Transportation, for an
order authorizing the Department to:
Widen and seismically retrofit the
existing State Bridge No. 53-1537,
Rivergrade Overhead (PUC No. _
B-497.01-A) on theé Southbound side, Application A.95-02-027
track near Bassett Statfon of the )
Southern Pacific Transportation Company
located in Los Angeles County, running
through the cities of Santa Fe Springs,
Pico Rivera, Whittier, Industry, and
Baldwin Park, cCalifornia.

RIGINA

)
)
)
)
)
;
over the existing Bl Paso mainline ; {Filed February 8, 1995}
)
)
)
)
)

OPINION

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
requests authority to widen and seismically retrofit Interstate
Route 605 (I-605) San Gabriel River Freeway- Rivergrade Overhead
grade separation bridge structure over Southern Pacific
Transportation Company’s (SPT) R1 Paso Main Line in the City of
Industry, Los Angeles County. These tracks are jointly used by the
Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA) for its
Metrolink commuter rail service.

Caltrans proposes to reconstruct the median and widen
the roadway of the I-605 on its existing alignment from 0.6 miles
north of Telegraph Road to 0.6 milés north of Interstate Route 10
(I-10) San Bernardino Preeway and in connection therewith proposes
to widen and seismically retrofit the existing Rivergrade Overhead
structure on the same alignment, -

The existing I-605 wil) be widened to accommodate a new
HOV lane in each direction of travel. Adding the new HOV lane will
reduce congestion by increasing capacity and encourage carpooling
on this segment of the freeway. The HOV lane addition project is a
part of the proposed continuous Route 605 HOV lane projects from
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the Orange County Line to the 1-10 in the City of Baldwin Park.
The project is consistent with the State's policy of encouraging
rideshariné, reduce freeway congestion thereby reducing traffic
accidents, and improving the Los Angeles Basin's overall air
quality.

Caltrans, the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources (PR) Code Section 21000, et seq., has prepared a
Categorical Exemption Determination regarding this project under PR
Code Section 21080.13. The Categorical Exemption Determination,
dated July 15; 1994, states, "that the project would not have a
significant effect on the environment.” _

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's
Categorical Exemption determination. The site of the proposed
project has been inspected by the Commission's Safety and
Enforcement Division staff - Traffic Engineering Section. Staff
examined the need for and the safety of the widening, and
recommends that the alterations be approved.

The application was found to be in compliance under the
Commission’'s filing requirements, including Rule 39 of Rules and
Practice and Procedure which relates to the widening of existing
crossings and separations over railroad tracks. A location map and
details from the project plans are shown in Appendix A.

RPinding of Pact

1. Notice of the application was published in the Commission
Daily Calendar 6n March 28, 1995. No protests have been received.
A public hearing is not necessary.

- 2. Caltrans requests authority, under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205, to widen and seismically retrofit the I- -605
Rivergrade Overhead at séparated grade over SPT's Bl Paso Main Line
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in the City of Industry, Los Angeles County. These tracks are
jointly used by SCRRA for its Metrolink cohmu;er rail service.

3. Hidening and seismic retrofit of the I-605 Rivergrade
Overhead are essential elements for the improvement of vehicular
freeway traffic flow in Los Angeles County.

4. Public convenience, necessity and éafety requiré widening
and seismic retrofit of I-605 Fréeway- Rivergrade Overhead, grade
geparation structure, to improve traffic flow. _

5. Caltrans is the lead agency for this project under CEQA as
amended. '

6. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered thé lead agency's Categorical
Exemption Detérmination.

Conclusion of Law

1. The application should be granted as set forth in the
following order.

2. Under Public Resources Code Section 21080.13 the activity
is exempted from the requirements set forth in CEQA; therefore the
guidelines (14 Cal. Admin. Code - Division §6) concerning the
evaluation of projects and the preparation and review of
environmental documents do not apply.




® A.95-02-027  S&E/RRT/pl

RDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The State of California Department of Transportation
(Caltrans) is authorized to widen and seismically retrofit
Interstate Route 605 (I-605) San Gabriel River Preeway- Rivergrade
Overhead over Southern Pacific Transportation Company's (SPT) El
Paso Main Line, identified as Crossings No. B-497.01-a, in the City
of Industry, Los Angeles County at the location and substantially
as shown by plans attached to the Application and Appendix A of
this order.

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO)
26-D; except that during the peéeriod of construction a clearance of
not less than 21 feet 6 inches above top of rail shall be
authorized and SPT and SCRRA shall be authorized to operate with
such reduced overhead clearance provided that instructions are
issued by the railroad and filed with the Commission’s Safety and
Enforcement Division forbidding employées to ride on tops of cars
beneath the structure.

3. Caltrans shall notify the Commissions's Safety and
Enforcement Division, SPT and SCRRA at least 15, but not more than
30, days in advance of the date when temporary impaired overhead
clearance will be created.

4. Walkways shall conform to GO 118. Walkways adjacent to
any trackage subjeéct to rail operations shall be maintained free of
obstructions and shall be promptly restored to their orlginal
condition in the évent of damage during construction.
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5. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in
accordance with an agreement to be enteréed into between the
parties. A copy of the agreement, together with plans approved by
SPT shall be filed with the Commission's Safety and Enforcement
Division Staff prior to commencing construction. — Should the - -
parties fail to agree, the Commission will apportion the costs of
construction and maintenance by further order.

6. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, Caltrans shall notify the Commission in writing that the
authorized work has been completed. »

7. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
three years unless time is extendéd or if the above conditions are
not complied with., Authorization may be révoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require.

8. The application is granted as set forth above.

9. This order is effective 30 days from today.

Dated _JULY 19, 1995 , at San Francisco, California.

DANIEL Wm. PESSLER
President
P. GREGORY CONLON
JESSIB J. KNIGHT, JR.
HENRY M. DUQUE
Commissioners
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