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In the Matter of the/Application of.iy }is *
Sierra Paciflc Power Company for a }

Certificaté of -Public Conveniends fand o)) tapplicationt93-11-018
Necessity, to Constru “LRQ Qperate , ;). (Elled November . 9n‘1993)
the Alturas Transmission 'Liné Project. ).
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stubon-Ne GOEtify the-final epvironmental . AMPACY (211 1q sved “on

report/statqmpnt dq@ed Noyember 1995H(F51R/S)rqolqtedito the (5.0
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BEFORE THE, RYBLIC UTILITIES, COMYISSIQN OF, THE, STA@omAth RILA,

certificate of .publig, q,qrzx,ef.xiﬁqqq _r,a.n,c!. r1¢.c,e, §,§A§y 5 LC E‘Qm f..t,q teviaznod
construct a high-voltage electric transmission line from Alturas,.;
California to the California- Nevada border near Reno, Nevada

GAD) aotaiv-id vonetlano) bBas yaousivof niagf2eisualt odt
(Pr03ect). We will decide the Applicant's .request for a CPCN in
Iusgtl Fadaciaotivien e botiuess 1uaford ot roE baaioisian
a separate’ decision. . .
alont 22 Yo wolvatr 5 neq bosod AQREDN 0 fosssyrr 1o Ios

Procedural Background , o . - _
T Lo Il ons Zaesedd indascmoxivid 2! linoncgetd 3.4 ol bonie oo

~ronppplicant filed [its GRCN.application on¢November :9,: -«
1993 .to.construct ;a 345, QQOlvoltf(345;kV)Joverhead;transmissiOni::
line., \The.route of.,the-Project is. approximately 164 miles.and.

extends through portions of Modoc, Lassen, and Sierra7Count1es in

dRAKICTIEN o odnd boialans doizzimTol
Californiq. Applicant also prOposes to construct a new 345/230
3 [eoiInl] adeyiot ol suasnifogqa (MIE d2iw paivns le:sbac

kv substation near Alturas, California and a new 345 kV switching
ininf £ 10 noiidetnagssg odd 10l Jes1od {proidel ocball ol oo

station in California near the Nevada itate line at Border Town.
Dontpist nofszina0d @it (JnscodedaNiiogon Isegti [sinsrwmioiivas

Applicant would connect the Pro;ect with new substation add1tions
{adnsmposivald noged (InsJiuenod Indaenotivas 3nsbnsygosbiil s

to be constructed at its North Valley Road Substation in Reno. _
Cindnonnoriviie Jaiof o) Yo aoiistengaxqg ol ni fsizes oi L\ TUoud
niFQlloping rqgugsts_byythis Commission-fora\zzcuse 1.2+
supplementation, and the responses of Applicanbn the.Corppission oo
accepted the application as complete o6n February. 14, 1994,

Applicant further amended theé application on October 4,-1994.
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AQR&fq?PQQAF also applying to the United States Burean -
of Land Management {(BLM), the Qnited States_“ofes Servipe the
[V L i

01 ywaisu fanzz, - e
Department of the Army, the State of California, and the State of

nééSﬁQ"‘ ? [fs‘ ¢ ¢ & Fed Y ightUsf+Way.  Appl |
acquing z "ﬂ h &?gpf f the rightvof-way from private (OWNErs. - -
R A1Vl 6 Y0} yasquodl rewoed nilioed st
G- f ;»Forxpurposes of the;califoxnia Environmental\Quality-‘1:»
act U {éEQR) 1oEhisc Cohmission is, thé‘leééhaﬁg;éi”?bgﬁénsinle for P
preparing the environmental impact report for electric 7
transmission lines uddé€y 'Gdherdl Orded G107y 131-D over which
the Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commissio#t 'e:“
not have primari~jurisdic£ion01llﬁﬁléf6f~Practf" ‘aftd Procedure
(Rule) “17. LA PITP(AS. ) 2 THEPro &4t “r8" W é 146t Fic “transhi'ssiom ¢
line Und&f G.6£°1314D,) SVEER Which “the "Energy ResO\{fces 1oifami ™

Conservat{dn ‘And DeVe1SpHent Comls$1onN “d6Es ot have pritiary - - -
)urisdiéti“13 ?ﬂii antzzivens1d Ditinslia 9p5j£ov~ﬁsz & IrnwIoc

shhavald (ot 1s891 1o5biod sbovell-sinsoliled ol o
1he Commission Advisory and Compliance Division
P s3I0 ow Jesppey g e Mgl o3 shinsab I1ig o3 =
determined that the Project required an environmental impact
il(JL'L.iL\ Do
report pursuant to CEQA based upon a review of the facts
bnuvoxpAoel Isgniao

contained in the Proponent's Environmental Assessment prepared'bv

the ApplicSREYCIBIM, ©4n ‘6ordultatién withfthe Jaffécted ‘federal
ageficiés,; déterninéd "enat ‘the ‘Projedt réqiviréd an ‘Snvirérental -
impadt “statement ‘pUrSUANt te “the National” Environment*Policy Act.
i rarJ‘uo? 611912 bhan (aogzsl (sobol 1o enollica dpucsid: =o-
The Commission ‘entered 'into a memorandum of
- CESNS woi B 3npedencn o) zazogoig ocefe Jnsdiigas
understanding with BLY, Applicant, the Toiyabe National Forestn
Pwe VN 23 won s bian figioeliled ,esxudIf 158y noiisrz i
and the ‘Modoc National Forest for the preparation of a )oint
Lot 1ebie8, 3n euil olside ebsvsH =) ieon sin10liled ni nc.
environmental impact report/statement._ The Commission retained
zrpidibbs nog,sje?ue waon fdtiw Josrord od) Foomnos bluow Jns— .

an independent environmental consultant, Aspen Environmental
.09 L ozjfjedde beod yaiieV d2ici i, 1s badpuiiencs o

Group, to assist preparation of the joint environmental

impact report/st&€emédETdndér the ‘difesti6n I6F the CACD "in

conSaltationwith BIMpP2IIquA 1o zozucqaosy odl bas (noidednza. o~ ilc
.;eéx vpEoyrsridsi o ejeiqmoj g6 roldoolliqos odd Lot
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Preparatiqn of a .Oraff Enyironmental Impﬁgs;Repor51§§q26mentaﬁggs;

J';

the Proposed Alturas Transmission Line Project on March 17, 1994,
s bpedn 3 O it bia ISR NN AT
Copieé ogjfhe glgiée wore seﬁé Eéqrosgéggfglelggencies and public

agencied ﬁaﬁfﬁé‘fﬁf Zaf@ttdn b?ofgﬁ'géggqn fhralbrggoﬁééégﬂ o
affected by the Pro;ect which are held in trust fr}}the pgéﬁle Of
the State of ‘Californiadfilas réquired bycPubliso:Résources (PR)

Code §(21080/4/ 134 (antudfA nk 2CPT U1 fivgh ao LIA boapilass -0

it COg o ap be otfewel, af £gv s { 2t
R Y ) ééétﬁhgngeré heid in Susanv{ile,{éaiiforéia on

May 17? 19§¢'“in Alﬁ@rgé:'Calffornia’ IrMay 13, 1994, ang‘ﬁ ff’::
Sparks, Nevada on May 19, 1994 to provfde fntéraatlon €8 ha 77 -
public'concefﬁiﬁq;théipropOSedJProjéotFﬂthé potehtial2an
environmental simpacts té: bé‘exﬁéétédfas”éJte§ult ofiEd 2VALEI =
construdtioh; "opérdtionprandimaintenance, canditoss11dit thér6rak:
and ‘written viewscof “the publigosnithérenvironnental ~1$5ues- of
concern. The comments recefved, with thdsei6f r&ésponsible :
agencies, were.taken into account in. determining1thq scope and

FEE

contents, of .the draft environment jmpact report/statement., ... -

(DEIR/S) « jiy5z0h sanoirs1 tadl L 2vC] aadanvel boaisbh INHIAA

Thé”ésérgnedradmiﬁistrativenlaq cjudgé T(ALJ) Cruléd (thaE -
the datéon -which Applidant ‘aménded ft§-applicatish; ‘Ogtdbér’ 4,,‘_
1994, would dSiience ‘the one-year periodifér theréomplétion of:

43 Yo sas

the FEIR/S prévidediby PR “Code 183211002 . 0f 2 asb 2hds TR R

5 LR t ’l: w5 s
On February 22, 1995, Applicant ﬁbve& fgr wat éei of thh

one-year requirement for completion and certification of- tﬁ?gL"“

FEIR/S puréUant té -PR Code’§ 21083,6 ard:Rulé f?SI(e)?hz

SSicl 2
The DEIR/S was published on March 3, 1995, and "’ 3

of comipletidnvasifiled QltH4the‘Officéf6f~PlanﬁiﬂgJaﬁdﬁReseasz,
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identificatidh nunb8¥ @ab fRdidd¥atsn EXE Eféfé'éﬁegs?éf the

DETR)S 'SRd FETRY S, 88 rdgqo1#da By "ERE CESR i1 de 1 Ked s “TS062 [6Y . -

Le0el (U doart ao 1o2{o19 onid aolezlrzneil 2oiultlls Do2eqgoih

CACD and BLM provided public notice of the avaiLabilitgf

!{\I'I ileF) é. " -| £ 2 221101 1"'. II(’ 33 F AT IS ] \n <,

of the DEIR/S on date by publicat%on. (CEQA Guidelines S 15087’
2OLINGEB Y 161300 19 i

(@)s Rule 17 L1(£) (2) (B) ) .

1

3 2

(311} Publiothearings conuthedraft DEIR/S were ‘held before
the assigned ALJ on April 17, 1995 'in Alturas, Apri)}:18,:01995 ia -
Susanville, Qpril 19 1995 in L?yalton, and April 22, 1995 in

(O RIIGLF 31Thvarebe at ol 919w ZpaLtosh Driand

m .
Reno, Nev?da tQ receiqe ofa,mF?ﬁn%% S, f:ﬁriggigiqommentsfgere

receivgq until June 3,

o1 nor}r"ruu!z ?)unq o1 d€L U vweM o r:*"au yEFI I

CACDR:and-BLM consylted. HithranqcieqqesteﬁLcOﬁments
the DEIR/S ger*resPOn31ble agencies,rtrusteegageqpies with ______

resqurces affegted: by;the Projecthkand{othez(statenhfederal, -and -
local agengies ivhich éxeroise authorityover.:resources which ray -.
be affected by -the.Projectys ftiv ,bovieosr zigs o ail L aier
bis o3R8 Afit€én Fesponte "to 'Conment S S SnVironkentar® T
issues red&{V&dEfrom persons wWho réviéwed “€he DEIR/S -i's ‘fnéluded

in the FEIR/S dated November 1995. That response describes “the -
disppsition ofsignificant..environmental -issues raised,:v On
December-i12,..1995, .an :Addendun for.Mitigation of Impacts.on::: -

Special;Status-Plants (&ddendumh vas.made to”therFEIR/StdiForﬁi~*‘

purposes of this deciéion,

deemed to include the Addendum.

it io o 19winy 1ol b 7 inenifgod (SRR (NS yrpuadal al
Discussion ' ) , _
o0 nolleoniiidiod bine aoldnln oo 1ol rasodyiupe rowl

The (FEIR/S contains a .table of.contents. :CEQA:.; = 7
Guidelines § 1512% o) ¢
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,dgzseasﬁTh%nFﬁlﬁlaciQCLudgéia1§umm@ryuq£-thafpropﬁseQ4QQQﬁpn;

and its-consequencesa-identifying-eachcsignificant: effect with -

proposed gnitigation :measures and alternativescthatwould reduce .. .-

or avoid that effect, areas of controversy known to the lead
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agenoy, -including’ issues raised bys agencies ahdithe public,~ and,;zx
issues to*be:resolved, inoludinglthe ‘choice:among :alternatives 1=
and whether or how to mitigate the signifidant ieffects,  {Id, wuivz:

§ 15123.) 3 S s

Jaroidinoie 3o aslonn 6o oaciltinohid ?\HI*) sl 7
The FEIR/S inc¢ludes a Project description, including i
the precise lpcation and ‘Pound%{ies on a deta}led hap and a

S *h LTINS G5 ODIEA TN

regional map, statement offgpjecgiv souqht by the P(pject, 2

331 PExILIT

general: description of the Project's technical, economlc, and

1 dnobizsa 1t [zz 1ohtebsipasd
environmentél c%aracterléticsf ﬂrinc pal eﬂbfﬁeering

In =15 1o 106 (7 Pl 1133
prop&gg’ )“333 s?%tgﬁgﬂt é§%é¥{ﬁfhb‘%Eg”lﬁ%%kdéﬁau£és'oé‘%he
EIR {with-a list of agencies and approvals). (Id.'jn ‘13”'3”0

aazi hanl lrgoilesi (oo c?o wiifsusp {lorj Ps 697

he FEIR/S rclu eséript environment in

"'[ 9 1 23 { ¥ ). e “ {
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The FEIR/S includes a discussion of the signi f cant

{upo oyl Iesprdnneda nobipns ,
envxronmental ef ects of‘t Proj%ct, mitigation m%as res

i ayswdnlil 1 apdnold. qgf dlvesy vijaed tasios
proposedxto minfki {%Ehé signifiéant éffé%ts,lgffefﬁét védJ

proposed action, relationship between local short- terﬁ’éé
man's énvirohment’ and ‘the ‘maintenance “dnd renHariceriént of long-
teri ‘Productivity s any ssidgnificantirréversiblécenvironmrental
changes which would be involved in the Project, and the-‘growth-
inducing dmpact of .the Project, . (Id, .. § 15126:)..,c 3

S

The FEIR/S inocludessidentification of fonsignificant
effects. (Id. § 15128.) dos? Yo apaifali
zidd iThe'FEIR/S includestidentificdatidn-of\péisonsiand.
organizations consulted and those preparing the FEIR/S.-ﬂ(lggi“‘“’

s %é‘@?hhiupg1 adt ot miotnse 2\S15% ofdd 1o ajnsinon b .<
The FEIR/S includes cumil&€ivé idpactsjeif:sidhificdnti~

(_I_g_::f)'i@51§L%Q.Q).zao‘1'i‘.'f;s raeniliaore botditaohi 2\AIEY7 <47 i
The FEIR/S includes a reviéidn to the DEIR/S;i{¢ofmerits:

and recommendations received on the DEIR/S,'a list of persons,
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orgdanizationsy; and public - agenoiesi ¢omnenting: on' the'ibEIR/S, ,;and.¢:
responses'tto :significantvenvironfiental>.points, iraised. fn:uthe: awuz:z
review process s3{Id. 178 15132,) o) otaptiin ot warl 1o aoiiieds o

. The FEIR/S identifies a number of significant (E51et
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4. The Commission will consider the FEIR/S, including,
without limitation, the significant environmental effects
{dentified therein, at such time as it decides whether to grant
Applicant the requested CPCN.

Conclusions of Law

1. The FEIR/S has been processed in compliance with the
requirements of CEQA.

2. The FEIR/S has been completed in compliadce with the
requirements of CEQA.

INTERIM ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that:

1. The final environmental impact report/statemenf
(FEIR/S) related to the application in this proceeding is
certified pursuant to the requirements of the California

"Environmental Quality Act.

2, The FEIR/S is certified for use by responsible agencies
in considering subsequent approvals with respect to the project

: related to the application in this proceeding.

3. The FEIR/S shall be filed as part of the record in this
proceeding.

4.. Applicant's motion for waiver of the one-year ﬁeriod
for'completiOn and certification of the FEIR/S is granted.

This order is effective today

Dated Januvary 10, 1996, at San Francisco, California.

DANIEL Wm., FESSLER
‘President
P. 'GREGORY CONLON
" JESSIE J. KNIGHT, Jr.
HENRY M. DUQUE
JOSIAH L. NEEPER: ,
Commissioners




