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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIF=ORNrA 

Quak~ Cily Shull)<-, Inc., 10 ""labUsh a 26n~ ofr., Ie (UJrmU(Rj~lKJf)J [ " .. 
freedom (ZORF) (or its ai'l1Ort pa$...c:('ngcf (~'r('S 
bch"('('n its authorizCti S('I\·kc ar("~lS bl s.1Il frandsrol 

$.lll Matro, S.·mt~1 CIM.l, Contra Costa, and Alameda 
countirs, to and from the O"k'and and s.in Francisco 
Airports. 

OPINION 

Application 97-01-051 
(Filed January 2-1, 1997, 

Quake City Shuttle (applicant), a corporation is authorized b)' DeciSion 

(D.) 95-0-1-0601 as an1l'nded b}· D.96-12-035, to operate as an on-call pas..c;engcr stage 

corpor.,tion (PSC-9682) an on-call service betw{,(,11 points in the Counties oiS.-," 

Francisco, San Matro, Santa Clara, Alameda, and Contra Costa, on the one hand, and 

San Fr.U\clSCO (SrO) and OakJal\d (OAK) Internationttl Airports, on the other h<lnd. 

AppHciHlt f("quests authority pursuant to Public Utilities (PU) Code §§ 45-t2 to 

establish Zone of Rate Frccdon\ (ZORF) fares, between points in the abo\'c authorized 

counties, on the Olle hand, and sro and OAK, on Ihe other hand. The l"reS('nl and 

proposed ZORF (ar("s arc shown in Exhibit D, attached to the application. The proposed 

ZORF farcs arc reasonable. 

On Origh1aJ Page 4 of applic.,nt's present tariff, CA PUC 1, effective June 10, 

1995, on filc with the Commission are the fares between Sf 0 and San Fr~lndsco. The 

one-way Cares are for: (1) adults at $10, (2) special discount fare when two persons 

tra\'e1 together at $9 e~,ch, (3) seniors who are 60 ye.us and above, airline employC(>s, 

l)ersons workil1g at sro, tM\'cJ agents, and groups of three Of Illore persons at $S eachl 

(4) children belwc(>fl 2 through 12 years at $4, (5) infants under two years who travel 

free and (6) multiple ride tickets of fi\'c or Ill.ore at $8 each way. Applicant also o{(ers 

frcc promotional and complimentary rides \ .. :hieh ha\'e not been authorized by the 

Commissioll, .lJld proposes to remove them front its (adCt. The rem()val of these (rce 

(.ues is proper. AppJicari.t also proposes to remove the othcrsped.ll (ares discussed in 
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the aboye items. &(OTC this aclion ( .. ," be tak('n, applicant is (Ctluircd to file anolher 

al')pJi( .. ,tion r~u('s'ing the elimination of thesc fMes undC'C PU Code § 454, as it would 

ll'Sult in f.ue incr(,'lses. PU Code § 45-1.2 only authorizes an incr('ase or deere,,$(' in fares 

from its pr('sent fM(,s, within the zone of maXimtUll and rnininlUl1\ fares, due to 

compeliHy(' circumstanC('s. 

In its proposed ZORF f"Tes shown in Exhibit D, the applicant has included: rul('S 

in computing the (ar('s for a person or persons who are tra\'ding together in a grollp of 

two or nlore. Thcsc rules are ambiguous or uncl('ar. In its lener dated April 23, 1997, 

addressed to the Rail Safety and Carriers Di"ision (stafQ, applicant agreed -to change the 

(ules as suggcstro by the staff. 

l\ppHc<uu competes with other pass('nger stage corporations, taxi cabs, 

limousines, bu5('s, and aut('mlobil('s in its s('["i(e area. 

Notice of filing of the application appeared in the Conlmission's Daily Calcndar 

on February 6, 1997. No protest has been r«cin'(t. The applicant notified the a((ceted 

cities, SFO, and OAK. 

The staff nxomrnends that th(' appJic<ltion be granted. 

Findings of Fact 

1. AppHtant is authorized to oper.,!e as an on-ca1l passenger st.,se corporation 

(PSC-96S2) betwccn points iI\ the Counties of San Francisco, San 1\1atoo, Santa Clara, 

Alameda, and Contr.l Costa, on the one hand, and SFO and OAK, on the other hand. 

2. Applic .. u\t requests authority to establish ZORF fares between its authorized 

sen'ice ,mints, on the one hand, and SFO and OAK~ on the other hand, as shown in 

Exhibit 0, attached to the appJic.ltion. The ZORF f.ues arc fair and reasonabJe. 

3. AppJimnt propoS('s to remO\'e the special farcs shown on Original Page 4 in CA 

PUC I Tariffl that was made effecti"e on June 10, 1995. PU Code § 454.2 only authorizes 

increase or dcere.1S(' in itUcs due to cOfllpetitivc conditions. The r(,nloval of the spceial 

(arcs will r('Sult it\ fare increases that require justification under PU Code § 45-1. 

4. AppHcant agreed to change the rules pertaining to group farcs as suggested by 

the staff. 
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5. AppJic<lnt rompet('S with pM ... "t'ngcf st.lg" rorpofcltions, (.lxi cabs, limousin('s, 

buscs, and automobiles in its oper~llions.. 

6. No protests to Ih" application have b(.'('1'l filCt.l 

Conclusions Of Law 

1. Th" applicclliofl (or the ZORF (arcs as ShO\\'I~ in Exhibit 0, attached to the 

applicc\\ion, should be granted. 
. . 

2. AppJicant is required by PU Code § 45-1 to file an appJic.l\ion with the 

Comnlission for authority to eliminal" the special far"s shown on Origlnal Page 4 in CA 

PUC 1 Tari((that was n\ade ctfc<lh'c June 10, 1995. 

3. The staff shall re"iew the rules of the appJic.mt's tariff to asn:~rt(lin that they are 

(air, dear, and reasonable. 

4. Before applicant changes (ates under the ZORF fares authorized below, applie.lOt 

should give this Commission ten days' notice. 

5. The filing o( ZORF farcs should b" accompanied by a tariff an\endment shOWing 

between each S{'fl'icc pohlt thE:' high and low ends of the ZORF fares and the then 

currently ct(('(live (arcs. 

6. In order to make the proposed (are changes a\,<lifable as soon as possible, the 

following order should be effective on the dat" of this decision. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. Quake City Shuttle, Inc. (applicant), a corpor.,tioll, is authorized under Public 

Utilities (I'U) Code § 45-1.2 to est.lblish Zone of Rate Freedom (ZORF) (arcs between its 

authorized scn'ke points, OJl the one hand, ,\ltd SaJ'l. Fr.lncisco and O.lkland 

IntemaHonal Airports, on the other hand, as shown on Exhibit D, attached to the 

application. 

2. The special (arcs, except the free promotional and con\pJin\entary rides, shown 

on Original P.lge 4 of CA PUC I Tariff, e([('(live Jttne 10, 199.5, shall remain ,,((ective. 

-3-



A.97-01-051 AI.J/KI.K/w,w 

3. App'Jk.,nt shall file a ZORF tMiff in acoordance with th~ applic"tion 01\ not )ess 

than ten days' notice to the Commission and to the }lubJic and subjed to Conunission 

apprO\·.lJ. The' ZORF far('S shall expire unlC'SS exercised within 60 t"lays after the dfedi\'e

date of this order. 

4. AppHc.lnt may make changes within the ZORF farcs by filing anlended tariffs on 

not J~ss thall ten days' notiCe to the Conlmission and to the public. The tarif( shall 

include bctweell e.1Ch ser\'ice pOints the authorized maximum and nlininlum fares and 

the farc to be charged. 

5. In addition to posting and filing tariffs, applicant shall post notices expJaining 

(arc ch:mges in its ten'llinals and passenger-carryillg \'ehides. Such notices shall be 

posted at least fh'e days before the df('(li\'c date of the fMC changes and shall remain 

posted (or at le.lst 39 days. 

6. The applic.,tion IS granted as sct forth abo\'(~. 
-

7. This application is dosed. 

This order is dfcdh'c tOOa)'. 

D.lted June 11, 1997, at &in Fr.1I1cisco, Califomia. 
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President 
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