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Decision 97-08-053 August 1, 1997 

Moiled 

IAUG 051997 

BEFORE tHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the MaUet of the Aprlica~k~n of $.1n Ran\on Valley 
Airporter Exprcss, Inc. (PSC 136~, TCP 85-1-8) and 
\Villian\ S. and Jennifer L.\Vheelcr, dba Black Tic 
Airport ExprC'ss (rsC 4359, TCP 4389-13) for approval 
to transfer all its authorities into'one new entity, a 
Litnited Liability Company (LtC), to be called Black 
Tie Airport Exptess, ltC, pursuant to the provisions 
of Public Utilitics Code § 851 d seq. 

OPINION 

Summary 

WJOOU®U}l~~ 
Application 97--03-0-18 
(Filed March 28, 1997) 

The dedsion authorizes San Ramon Valley Airporter Exprc55, Ir\(,~ (San Rarnon) 

ai\d \Villian\ S. and Jcnnifcr L. \Vhecler, doing business as (dba) Black Tic Airport 

ExprC'ss (Black Tic) t6 transfer their tespecth'e operating authority as a passenger s"tage 

". corporation to a new ('ntity, a limited liability ,,"'6mpany, to be called Black Tie Airport 

Express, LtC (trans{erc-c), pursuant to Public Utilities (PU) Code § 851 et seq. Sari 

Ramon and Black Tic are jointly referred to as applicants. 

Background 

San Ramon has a certificate of pubiic conVenience and necessity (CPCN) to 

operate as a passenger stage rorporation (PSC-1362). It provides scheduled service 

carrying passengers and baggage between the cities of DanvilleJ San RamoIlJ Dublin, 

Pleasanton, Lh'ermorc, and Castro Valley, On the one hand, and the Oakland 

International Airport (OAK) and the San Francisco International Airport (5rO), on the 

other hand. 

Black Tie has a CIX:N to operate as a passengc{ stage corporation (PSC· 4389). It 

provides scheduled service carrying passengers and baggage between the cities of 

Concord, 'Valnut Creek, Lafayette, and Orinda, on tht one hand, ar\d OAK and SFO, on 

the other hand. 
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Through this apI1Jication, applicants seek approval 10 combine their opcralions 

by combining th('lr a~ts and operating authority of their respc<tive companies into a 
. . ':: . 

new limited liability ronlpany, transferee, under § 17001 of the California Corporations 

Code. Tr~~(etee's artideS of incorporation are atlathed as Exhibit A (0 the application. 
- -

Transferee' will "provide "the same serviCe as being provided by applicants. " 

Applicants state that by combining the assets of the two companies they will 

(orm a stronger company with greater financial strength capable ofprovlding better 

service. Applicants believe that through economi~ of scale and benefit of combined 

customer base, transferee will be able to expand' its servke not only in its current service 

area but also to growing service areas in the East Bay. 

COmments On the Proposed Merger " 

Notice of the application appeatt.~ on the Commission's Daily Calendar on 

April 1, '1997. 

" No comments or protests on the propOsed merger have been (iled. 

Discussion 
Since transferee propoSes to provide the san\e scrvice as that being provided by 

applicants, the public will not be adversely affected b}' the merger. Also, because San 

Ramon and Black Tie currentl>' serve different areas, the merger will not impact other 

existing carriers. The combined assets of app1icants will provide transferee the ability 

and financial resOurces to perform the service being currently provided. We will 

authorize the proposed merger. 

Refated Matter 

\Ve take offidal notice of 0.97-08-001 in A.96-08-05-l and A.97-o..r;-OI7 which is 

being issued simultaneously with thi; order. 0.97-08-053 extends Black Tie's authority 

to transport passengers between the Cities of Dublin, llleasanton, Livermore, 

San Ramon, D.mvillc, Tracy, ~{ontera, on the one hand, and OAK and SFO, on the other 

hand. 
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Findings of Fact 
1. The m('Cger of applicants is in the best int('[~st of the public. 

2. The public will not be adversely affected by granting applicants the authority to 

m('Cse. 

3. Transferee wilt have the ability and financial resour{"('s to pcr(orn\ the service 

(urr~ntly being provided. 

Conclusion of Law 

The proposed merger is in the public inte(('st and ShO\11d be authorized. A publk 

hearing is not neCessary. 

Only the amotlntpaid to the State for operative rights may be used in rate fixing. 

The State may grant any number of rights and nlay cancel or modify the nlollopoly 

feature of theSe rights at any time. 

ORDER 

IT IS OROERED that: 

1. \Vithin ISO days from the effective date of this order, SilO Ramon VaHey 

Airporter Express, Inc. and \VilIiam S. and Jennifer L. \Vheelet, doing busiIless as Black 

Tie Airport Express (applicants) may tr.lns(er their respective operating rights and 

assets specified fn the application to a newly formed limited liability -company to be 

called Black Tie Airport Express, LtC (transferee). 

2. Transferee shall: 

a. File with the Rail Safety and Carriers Division written 
acceptance of the certificate and a copy of the billing of 
sale or other transfer document within 3() days after 
transfer. 

h. Amend or reissue applicants· tariffs and timetables, state in 
them when the service will start, make them effective 10 or 
more days after this order is effective, and allow at least 10 
days· notice to the Commission. 
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c. Comply with Gl:ncral Orders Series 101, 1().1, and ISS, and the 

California Highwa)' patrol (CHP) safety rules. 

d. File an annual l'l:port of applicants' Oper\lUons for the period 
(toin the first day of the current year to the date of transfer. 

e. Maintain acCounting records in conformity with the Unifonn 
S)'stem of Accounts. 

f. Comply with the (Qntrolled su~stance and alcohol testing 
certificattOI) ptogram ptirsuantlo Public Utilities (PU) Code § 
1032.1 arid Ceneralbtder Series 158. 

g. Comply with flU 'Code §§ 460.7 and 1043, telaHng to the 
\Vorkers' Compensation laW$ of this state. 

h. Reo\it to the CommIssion the Transportation Reimbursement 
Fee requir~ by PU COde -§ 403 when notified by mail to doSQ~ . 

3. If the transfer is completed, on thceftectlve date of transfcree'stariffs, a 

certificate of public con\;enience and J\ecessity (CPCN) is gtanled to transferee 

·' 

• , , 

authorizing it to operate as a passenger stage corporation, as defined in PU Code § 2i6, • 

between the points and over the routes set (orth in Appendix PSC-II227, to transport 

persons, baggage, and/or express. 

4. Operations may begin on the date that the Executive DireCtor mails a noticc to 

transferee that its evidence 01 insurance is on file with the Con\n'l.ission and that the 

CHP has approved the Use of ttansferee~s vehides and terminal for service. 
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5. The CrCNs grtlntro to applicants arc r~\'okcd on the dCecti\'c datc of 

transferee's tariffs. 

This order is e((cctivc toda}'. 

Dated August 1, 1997, at San Francisco, Califonlia. 
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P. GREGORY CONLON 
President 

JESSIHJ. KNIGHT,JR 
HENRYM. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L NEEPER 
RICHARD A.BILAS 

Commissioners 
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Airport Express, LLC 
(a limited liability company) 

CERTIFICATE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 

AS A PASSENGER STAGE CORPORATION 

"PSC-11221 

Showing passengen'" "stage operative rights, restrictions, 
limitations, exceptions, and pl.:..ivileges. 

All chang~s and amendments as authorized by .. 
the Public Utilities commission of the State of Califon'lia 

wili be made as revised pages 0"1' added original pages. 

Supersedes aUthority heretofore granted to 
San Ramon Valley Express, Inc., a corporation, 

by D.88-01-012. 
and 

William S. Wheeler and Jennifer L. Wheeler. a partnership. 
by 0.94-07-055, as amended. 

Issued" under auth6rity 

dated AUKust 1. 1997 

of Decision 97-08~053 

, of the "Public Utilities Commission of 'the 
State of California in Application 97-03-048. 



, Appendix PSC-11227 . Black Tie 
AirpOrt Express~ LLC 

(a limited liability company) 

I N D E X 

SECTION I. GENERAL AUTHORIZAT10NS, RESTRlcrlONS, 

Original Page 1 

L1MiTATIONS,· AND SPECIFICATIONS ••••••••••••••• ~ • • • • 2 

SECTION I I • SER'l ICE AREAS ~ •••••••••• ~ ••••••.••••••• ': • • • • • • • • • • • .) 

SECTION I I 1. ROuTE DESCRt PTIONS .•••••••••••••••••••• i • • • • • • • • • • • 4 

Issued by Calff61·nia pubiic Utilities commission. 
, . 

Decision 97-08-05:3 , Application 9'1-03-048. 
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Appendix PSC-11227 Black Tie 
Airport Express, LLC 

Original Page 2 

SI::crION I. 

(a limited liability company) 

GENERAL AutHORIZATIONS, RESTRICrrONS, LIMITATIONS, AND 
SPECIFICATIONS. 

This certificate supersedes" all passenge'r stage 
operative authority granted to San Ramon Valley, Express, Inc., a 
corporation., and William S. Wheeler and Jennifer L. Wheeler, a 
partnership. 

Black Tie Airport Express, LLC, a limited liability 
company," by the certificate of pu~lic corivenience and necessity 
granted by'the decision noted in the fOot of the margin, is authorized 
to transport passengers and their bitggage On a" scheduled service, 
between the points described in sections"IIA and lIB, on the one hand, 
and section IIC, on the other hand, over and along the routes 
described in section Iii, subject, however, to the authority of this 
commission to change or modify the route at any time and subject to 
the following provisions I 

a. When a route description is given in one 
direction, they apply to operation in 
either direction unless otherwise 
indicated. 

h. Service wiil be operated" only at the 
designated service points listed in 
sections IiA and lIB." All of the stop 
points shall be described in the timetable 
filed with the Commission. 

c. Service shall be operated on a scheduled 
basis. such schedules shall be the 
timetable filed with the commission. 

d. No passengers shall be transported except 
those having a pOint of origin or 
destination named in Section IIC. 

e. This certificate does not "authorize the 
holder to cpnduct any operation on the 
property of "or into any airport unless 
such operation is authorized by the 
airport authority involved. 

" "" 

Issued by California public Utliities Commission. 

Decision ~7-08-053 , Application 97~03-04S. 
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.III AppendiX PSC-11221 BHick Tie 
Airport Express t LLC . 

(a limited liability company) 

Original Page 3 

. . 

SECTION II. SERVICE AREAS. 

A. The following'hotels or points described below, unless 
otherwise specified: 

Sheraton Hotel~' concord' Avenue and John Glenn Drive, . 
ConcOrd ~ -~.. . .,' , '. ' ,', 
Holid.¥ ':Inn, ' Diamond _Bl"d" arid Bu'!.-nett AvenUe, . Concord;"" 
<;6ncord Hiiton~ ~·Dian\()nd. Blvd, and Wii)ow WaYtCo'n~ordl ,'. 
Embassy'suites,' Treat. Bl,Vd ahd 6til< Road,wal,nut C1"eek; 
Holiday Inn, ,273.().N9~th 'Maio'street/Walnut: Creek; 
Marriott H6tel,Main St'reet and Parkside Drive, 'Walnut 
Cre'ek; ," .' . , ," . , . ,. ' , ' " " '. ~ 

· LafaY$t'te Park H6tei., -3287Mt. ' Diablo Blvd, ,Lafayette; 
Lafayette ShoppingCent&r,Mt. Diablo Blvd and First 
streel., - Lafayette;. ", " 
6ribda V:f.liage, Camino pablo and Brook\\'6od Road; orinda 

B. The 'f'~l16wiri9citie~, described below~ unless otlierwise 
specified a 

(1) Contra Costa county 
(a) Danville, -SanRamon; Pleasanton, Dublin, 

. and LivermOre. 
(b) San Ramon 

(2) Alameda county 
(a) Castro Valley, Dublin, and Pleasanton. 

(3) San Joaquin county 
(a) TracY-and Manteca 

C. San Francisc6Internati6nal Airport (SFO) 
Oakland Internat.ional Airport (OAK) 

Issu~d by California Public utilities commission. 

Daclsi6n g7-0~-053 , Application 97-03-048. 
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Airport Express, LLC 

(a limited liability company) 

Original Page 4 
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SECTION II. ROUTE DESCRIPTIONS. 

Route 1 - Hotels ~ SFO 
Commencing from the Sheraton H6tel at Concord Avenue and 

John Glenn Drive in Concord then proceeding aiong the most 
appropriate streets and highways to the hotels or points listed in 
Section IIA, and to SPO. 

Route2- Hotels -OAK 
Commencing fI'omthe sheraton Hotel at Concord Avenue and 

John Glenn Drive in COhcordthen proceeding along the most 
appropl.-iate streets and highways to the hotels or pOints listed in 
Section IIA, and to OAK. 

Route 3 ~ SFO~SAN JOAQUIN 
Commencing from SFO, then proceeding along the mOst 

appropriate st'l .... eet:s and highways to the cities described in 
Sections IIB(l) (a) arid IIB(3) (a). 

Route 4 - OAK - SAN JOAOUiN 
Commencing from OAK; then proceeding along the most 

appropriate streets and high\\o'ays to the cities described in 
Sections IIB(l) (al and 118(3) (a). 

Route 5 - SFO - ALAMEDA 
Commencing from SFO, then proceeding along the most 

appropriate stl.-eets and ,highways to the cities described in 
Sections IIB(l) (b) and 118(2) (a). 

Route 6 - OAK - ALAMEDA 
Commencing from OAK, thEm pl'oceeding along the most 

appropriate streets and highways to the cities described in 
Sections IIS(l) (b) and IIB(2) (a). 

Issued by CAlif6rnla Public Utilities Commission. 

Decision 97-08~053 , Application 97-03-048. 


