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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 6 sIFORNIA
Application of the Santa Clara County
Transit District (CIS 110.43.5) for an
order authorizing construction of an
at-grade pedestrian crossing across the
eastbound LRT tracks at the Bayshore/
NASA Station of the Tasman Corridor

Project in the City of Mountain View,
County of Santa Clara.

Application 97-04-057
(Filed April 28, 1997)
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OPINION

As part of the project to construct a 12 mile extension
to its Light Rail Transit (LRT) system, the Santa Clara Valley
Transportation Authority (VTA), formerly the Santa Clara County
Transit District, requests authority to construct one pedestrian
at-grade crossing (at the east end of the station) across the
proposed eastbound light rail tracks at the Bayshore/NASA Station

in Mountain View, Santa Clara County. The proposed crossing is
needed for pedestrian access to the station's center platform from
the sidewalk adjacent to Manila Drive. A fence will be constructed
at each side of Bayshore/NASA Statjon so that access to the station
platform will be limited to the designated pedestrian crossing.

VTA has encroachment authorization to establish the
pedestrian crossings upon and across the LRT tracks by letter of
intent for the issuance of encroachment permit by the City of
Mountain View.

The extension, known as the Tasman Corridor, is a double
track line constructed for most of its length in the median of
existing arterial streets. It is planned to extend from Castro
Street in Mountain View to the area in northeast San Jose just past
the Hostetter Road intersection with Capitol Avenue, connecting
with the existing VTA LRT system on Tasman Drive between Great
America Parkway and North First Street,
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VTA is the lead agency for this project under the
California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), as amended,
Public Resources Code Sections 21000, et seq. After preparation
and review of a Final Environmental Impact Statement/PRinal
Environmental Impact Report (FEIS/R), VTA Filed a Notice of
Determination with the Santa Clara County Clerk on January 12,
1993, which found that "The project will have a significant effect
on the environment,” and "Mitigation measures were made a condition
of the approval of the project® and " A statement of Overriding
Considerations was adopted for the project.”

Major impacts include elimination of bicycle lanes and
landscape trees on some portions of the route, increased traffic
noise, and disturbance £ two National Historic Place sites.
Mitigation measures include implementation of an alternative route
bike path, tree replacement, construction of noise walls, and
Historic Properties data recovery.

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
under CEQA and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's
FEIS/R. The application meets the filing requirements of the
Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, including Rule 38,
which relates to the construction of a public highway across a
Railroad. A sketch of the project vicinity is included as
Appendix A.

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by
staff of the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division,
Traffic Engineering Section (staff). The staff examined the need
for and safety of the proposed grade crossing, and recommends
issuance of an ex parte order authorizing construction as
requested.

Due to the large scope of the Tasman Corridor project,
VTA requests that the time authorization be extended to four years
to facilitate its construction schedule.
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FPindings of Fact

1. Notice of the application was published in the
Commission's Daily Calendar on April 30, 1997. No protests have
been filed. )

2. VTA requests authority under Public Utilities Code
Sections 1201-1205 to construct one pedestrian crossing at-grade
(at the east end of the station) across the eastbound LRT tracks at
the Bayshore/NASA Station.

3. VTA has encroachment authorization to establish the
pedestrian crossing by letter of intent for the issuance of
encroachment permit by the City of Mountain View.

4. The crossing is an éssential élement of the Tasman
Corridor extension of the VTA LRT system.

5. Public convenience, necessity, and safety require
construction of the pedestrian crossing at Bayshore/NASA Station
across VTA's eastbound LRT tracks.

6. VTA is the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as
amended.

7. The Commission is a responsible agency for this project
and has reviewed and considered the lead agency's FEIS/R.

8. The project will have a significant impact on the
environment; however, the adopted mitigation measures will reduce
the severity of the adverse impacts to acceptable levels.
Conclusion of Law

1. The application is uncontested and a public hearing is
not necessary.

2. The application should be granted as set forth in the
following order.

ORDER
IT IS ORDERED that:
1. Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority (VTA), is
authorized to construct one pedestrian at-grade crossing across its
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eastbound tracks at the Bayshore/NASA Station in Mountain View,
County of Santa Clara, at the location and substantially as shown
by plans attached to the application, to be identified as Crossing
82B-11.56-D (east end of station).

2. Construction of the crossing shall be equal or superior
to Standard No. 1 of General Order (GQO) 72-B.

3. Maintenance of the crossing shall conform to GO 72-B.

4. Clearances and walkways shall conform to GO 143-A.

5. Protection at the crossing shall be two Standard No. 10
automatic flashing light signals that have been modified to provide
pairs of flashing light assemblies similar to those used on
Standard No. 8 flashing light signals (GO 75-C). Both flashing
light signals shall beée actuated by train traffic on the eastbound
tracks. The movement of light rail vehicles (LRV) at these
crossings shall be controlled by signals which are for the
exclusive use of LRV's,.

6. Construction and maintenance costs shall be borne in
accordance with an agreement to be entered into between the VTA and
the City of Mountain View. A copy of the agreement, together with
plans of the crossing approved by the parties, shall be filed with
the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division prior to
commencing construction. Should the parties fail to agree, the
Commission will apportion the costs of construction and maintenance
by further order.

7. Within 30 days after completion of the work under this
order, VTA shall advise the Commission's Rail Safety and Carriers
Division in writing that the authorized work has been completed.

8. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within
four years unless time is extended or if the above conditions are
not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or modified if
public convenience, necessity, or safety so require.
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9. The application is granted as set forth above.

10. Application 97-04-057 is closed.
This order becomes effective 30 days from today.
Dated October 22, 1997, at San Francisco, California.

P. GREGORY CONLON
President
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR.
HENRY M. DUQUE
JOSIAH L. NEEPER
RICHARD A. BILAS
Commissioners




LSO-¥0-L6"V

.4 Manila Drive
8281172 SN | 8211-11.63
W

/\ A ol
S AT nas20-AC R
! iul @ US 1wy 101 811 On=lamp ‘}"
f2n-11.76

/h Y
/,___ [ Gl R Ee_ E"'-E--‘-_'&é' pibfe)
% T w, & ‘4

Tairchild Drive | Tors
820-11,76
138,12

‘

AT

i 4 i 3 S
I_Dwnwwn Mountain View Statlon m ﬂ . f Middlefield Road L/_? ~
+f 82Nn-14,02 Ve ' 4 1 821.12.29 "t

Wiyl MITS0-C ety S
L o :-,, £\
Db “Third Street || *"mIarTtet et NN
Whisman Station [l 8211.12,77 | ¥ N
FAM.12.54 nATCX T~

\ i WY NG R "-._‘\ Knlcie Rond
’,, State Route 85 |3 0-37.05-CX cvs!w»"_ﬂ. . Nt 82D212,58
Yol

£20-13.50 “mesed v /Ll 18 110,413 A 13731
Y - ; Tl] {;//-\ 2 -::>’\ Piest Stecet
i) [Mvelyn Station |74, o/ ool B2n-12.90 -

8211336 (SRS 1.37.0.C )
=] CIS 110,04

",4/.2

: | Contral Maxprossway || o4 Sovbam
“oe| B213-13.08 “ J "
i 136.80-C QIS 110,01 ,:,::";'Q\ ‘e, .-\‘-.”;’:m > oy «ln..;:t' / = -‘.. - "
weve ] S oot Sman s Lt /:‘hcr—\_::. b [ ;
] S _y c;‘/n"“ﬁ@"m’wﬁ"'» . ’ﬁ‘?‘/
ol [ oo, Sy ot * b - " AN .
S 2 TR /:\,;t"- lC».é( '/: ””/]//ﬂmr.ﬂ@wﬂﬁ\’#‘!;xét s

o Ry Qc"’.;:'\'s
788 i PP
7,50 /o\s

< /> 7 et i P R /M, -.f‘.‘ S N[ SANTA_CTARA_COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AGENCY
TS T o o ATl b i~ fl/(f_ R . TASMAN GORRIDOR PROVECT
a‘}., Yoo , > ; .h. .-.' it j,,‘ S :' d i et ‘Z{. s/lF .‘ lzﬁ[[/{. Bl -/! M@‘L‘:‘% E:'::-?o.hh-h-hdl CPUC CROSSINGS
4 { 3 (" #:‘"7 . f ' Y] e D f ‘..‘:'N: " ‘/Z?’WW :'-/(‘/;r,v Z'%:%.;C:q :m'"'"“'::“"“ MAP 1 OF 4
S S e e Ui

? - - L. »
D{f 44 Vi SCALE: 1 1000

10 LIQIHXH -
/438

sad/ovsy

'
)
g

<
&
2
<
=
=

1.36.56-A s y10.19 i‘

-

¥ XIAaNAdav




