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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Order Instituting Rulenlaking on the Commission's 
Proposed Policies Governing Restnlciuring 
California's Electric Services Industry and Reforming 
Regulation. 

Order Instituting Investigation on the Commission's 
Proposed PoJides Governing Restructuring 
California's Electric Services Industry and Reforming 
Regulation. 

Rulemaking 94-04-031 
(Filed April 20, 1994) 

Investigation 94-04-032 
(Filed April 20, 1994) 

OPINION REGARDING A TEMPORARY FUNDING 
FOR THE ELECTRIC EDUCATION 'TRUST 

Summary 

The Electric Education Trust (EET) was lirst authorized in Dt."Cision (D.) 

97-03-069. The responsibilities of the EET were subsequently broadened in D.97-08-064 

to include the design and oversight of comn1unit}'-based outreach and education efforts 

in conne<:tion with the statewide Customer Education Program (CEP). 

Expenses have been incurred by the members of the Eln's Administrative 

Committee (or whkh they have not yet reeeh'ed reimbursement. Although the 

Commission previously authorized funding for the EET, there is 110 spedfic mechanism 

in place (or the EIIT members to be paid. Today's dcdsion designates San Diego Gas & 

EI('(tric Company (SDG&E) as lhe utility that will pay the EET-approved expenses. 

These payments shaH be recorded and tracked in SDG&E's previously authorized 

memorandum accounts. 

The "Proposed \Vork PJan and Budget of the Electric Education Trust 

AdminIstrative CommIttee" (Proposed \Vork Plan) will be addressed in an upcoming 

decision. 
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Funding 

The EET effort was initially funded at $3 million. Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company (PG&E), SDG&E and Southern California Edison Company (Edison) were 

authorized to establish memorandum accounts to track their expenditures related to the 

EET. (0.97-03--069, p. 41.) We recognized in 0.97-03-069 that the EET's ellorts did not 

have to begin immediately. 

Alter the EET was authorized, the Commission issued D.97-09-117. That decision 

discllssed the low Income Governing Board (LIGB) and the California Board (or 

Energy Elficiency (CBEE). The Commission, like the EET, had established the UGB and 

the CBEE as advisory boards to the Commission. D.97-09-117 clarified the role of 

advisory boards to the Commission and how those kinds of boards are to function. 

0.97-09-117 designated PG&E to pay the bills (or the CBEE, and Edison to pay the bills 

(or the UGB. 

In an October 17, 19971etter to Commissioner Jessie J. Knight, Jr. from the former 

Chairperson of the Administrative Committee of the EET, \VilIiam R. Schulte,· 

Commissioner Knight was advised that the Commission's staff attorneys had informed 

the EET that although the Commission had authorized funding for the EET, tIthe EET 

does not currently have legal standing to manage those (unds or to enler into contracts 

for services." The EET's letter seeks an order that ' ... ·ould designate and order a utility to 

pay the EET members' claims lor authorized per diem and expenses, and for the utility 

to enter into contr.lets on the EET's behalf. . 

In D.97-09-117, PG&E and Edison were designated as the utilities to pay the 

expenses of the CBEE and the UGB, respectively. Since the EET is an advisory board, 

the operating procedures which apply to the UGB and the CBEE should also apply to 

the EIrr. Since SDG&E was not designated to pay the expenses of the CBEn or the UGB, 

• D.97-03-069 named the DicC(tor of the Commission's Consumer Services Di\'ision (CSD), 
William Schulte, as one of the EET's Administrative Committec members. Due to a possible 
overlap in the CSD DicC(tor's responsibilities, the Conullission decided to removc the CSD 
Director as a member of the EET's Admirustrafivc Committee in D.97-10-060. 

-2-



R.94-().l-031,1.94-04-032 ALJ/JS\V /rmn ~ 

SDG&E should be designated as the utility to pay the EET-approved expenses. BeCore 

SDG&E pays these expenses, the Administrative Committee oC the ERT shaH approve 

the expense claims. The EET-approved expense claims will then be scnt to SDG&E Cor 

payment (rom the previously established accounts (or recording and tracking ERr­

related costs. The approved expense claims shall be paid by SDG&E within ten days 

from their receipt. This lunding mechanism shall remain in effect until the Con\mission 

reexamines this issue in coiljunction with the Proposed Work Plan. 

\Ve decline at the present time to address the issue of who should enter into a 

contract on behaU 01 the ERr. That issue wil1 be addressed when We review the 

Proposed \Vork Plan. 

Findings of Fact 
1. D.97-03-069 funded the EET at $3 million. 

2. PG&E, SDG&E and Edison Were authorized in D.97-00-069 to establish 

memorandum atcounts to track their expenditures related to the EET. 

3. D.97-09-117 clarified the role of advisory boards to the Commission, and how 

those kinds of boards arc to lunction. 

4. The EIIT was inlormed that it did not have current legal standing to manage the 

EET (unds or to enter into a contract lor services. 

5. D.97-09-117 designated PG&E and Edison to pay the expenses 01 the CBEE and 

the LIGB, respedively. 

Conclusions of Law 

1. Since the EEIT is an advisory board, the operating procedures which apply to the 

LIGB and the CBEE should also apply to the ERr. 

2. SDG&E should be designated as the utility to pay the EET-approved expenS('s. 

3. The issue of who should enter into a contract on behalf of the EET will be 

addressed in a luture decision. 
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ORDER 

1. Until the Electric Education Trust (EET) is forn'tally created as a legal entity, San 

Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E) shall pay all of the authorized expenses 

incurred in connection with the operation of the EET. 

a. SOG&E shall rC(ord and track its payments of these authorized expenses in 
the memorandum accounts that were previously authorized in DC(ision 
97..00-069. 

This ordet is e((ectivc today. 

Dated January 7, 1998, at San Francisco, California. 
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P. GREGORY CONLON 
President 

JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 
RICHARD A. BILAS 

COIhmissioners 


