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Ikcision 98-05-016 May 1, 1998 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Sacramento Regional Transit 
District for an order aUlhorlzing it (0 construct, 
maintain and operate a light rail passenger 
system and a Union Pacific Railroad freight 
tine on a structure OWr Power Inn Road 
in the City of SaCrafllento, County of 
Sacramento. State of Cal ifornia. 
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.O'PINION 

Application 98·02-008 
(Filed Febru,uy 4. )998) 

The Sacramento Regional Transit District (District) reque-sts authority to construct Power 

Inn Rood at separated grades. beneath the District's E-Hne and AH-line, fomlcdy of the Union 

Pacific Railroad (UP) maln line, in the City of Sacramento (City). County of Sacramento. 

Power Inn Road croS5e-S the E-line (083E-5.64) andAH-llne (OOlAH-95.4) 3\ grade. It is 

a major arterial which feeds US Highway 50. CUrrent Awrage Annual Daily Trame count is 

approxinlatel)' 26,000 on this bl~directionaJI 4-Jane facility. At this crossing. the District operates 

132 Light Rail Vehicles (LRV) per day on the E-line (north track), while UP runsfreight trains 

twice a day on the AH-linc (south track) via leased trackage rights. The purp6se of grade

separating Power Inn Road from the E· and AH-Jines is to alleviate congestion at the crossing 

and at intersections in the area, thereby improving public safety. A map of the project vicinity is 

set forth as Appendix A. 

future plans ca1l for doub!e-tracking the E·line and relocating the AH-line 28 fect toward 

the s6ulh to gain the required space. The structures proposed inthis application accommodate 

these future plans. 
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The District proposes two bridge stcuC"tures owr an excavated Power Inn Road: a 38 foot 

wide by J 20 foot long struC"lure designed to cany two District LRV tracks and pedestrian 

walkway. and a 11 foot wide by 115 foot long bridge for the UP single-track freight operations. 
~ 

See Appendicc.s Band C. The roadway will be graded SQme 21 feet below its clurent ele\'ation. 

The minimum \'erlka1 clearance win exist beneath the UP blidge way. 16 (cet. 

During construction, the District will continue to ron its LRVs on the existing H-line 

while UP utilizes the relocated AIl·llne. Vehicular (rame on Power Jnn Road will be routed 

around the construction site via a tempOrary frontage road to be ronsttucted 100 feet to the we·st . . . 

The detour retains the same capacity and \\'idth as Power Jnn Road. with appropriate speed 

restrictions consistent with construction areas. The frontage road will cross the E- and AH·lines 

at grade. \Varning deviCes will be relocated from the existing to the temporary crossing. An 
, 

exhibit of the proposed detour and crossing is set forth as Appendix D. 

City is the lead agency for this projed ullder the California Environmentat Quality Act of 

1970 (CEQA), as amended. Public Resources Cooe 21000, ct. seq. Afrer preparation and review 

of an EnVironmenlallmpacl Report (EIR). City approwd the project. On December 16. 1997, 

City filed a CEQA Statement of Findings of Fact and Stalcment of O\'crriding Considerations 

with the State Clearinghouse. This dOCument slate.s that "theprojecl would result in certain 

unavoidable advcrse impacts. However. the City has determined pursuant to Section 15093 of 

the· CEQA Guidelines that the benefits of the project. .. outweigh the adwrse impacts. and the 

proposed project shall be approved." 

The ComnUssion is a reSpOnsible agency for this project under CEQA and has reviewed 

and considered the lead agency's EIR and Statemen,ts of Findings of Fact and Overriding 

Considerations. 

The site of the proposed project has been inspected by the Comruission·s Rail Safet), and 

Carriers Dh'ision Trame Engineering staff. The staff examined the need for and safety ofthc 

proposed crossing and recommends that ,he sought authority be granted. 

Application 98-02"-008 meets the filing requirements of the Commission·s Rule.s of 

Practice and Procedure. including Rute 38 which relates t6 .he construction of a public highway 

across a railroad. 
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Hndlngs of .'ac, 

I. Notice of too application was pubJishtd in the Commi~ion's Daily Calendar on 

FebruM)' 9, 1998. No prote.sls have been filed. 

2. District requests authoril}', under Public Utilities Code StXlions 1201 • I~05. to 

constnK'1 the Power Inn Road, at separated grade.s. beneath the tracks of their E-line and AH-line. 

fomlerly the UP main line. in the City of Sacramento (City). County of Sacramento. Djstrict also 

requests authority to construtt a ten\porary at grade crossing for diverted nhkular .r-affie during 

the construction period. 

3. Public convenience and nece.ssity require the construction of the Power Inn Road 

Grade Separation. 

4. Construction of the Po\\·tr Inn Road Grade Separation.requires that a detour toad and 

ten\porary grade ctossing be constructed for public use during construction. 

S. Public safety requires that 'the temporary grade crossing be fitted with tWo Standard 

Number 9-A automatic gate-type signals with cantile\'er (one on each approach). as specified in 

General Order (GO) 75-C. 

6. Upon the completion of the P<>wer Inn Road Grade Separation cmd its opening to 

"ehicular traffic. the tempOrary grade crossing will be dosed and physica1)}' removed. 
. . ., 

1. City is the lead agency for this project under CEQA. as amended. 

8. The Conl.Jni~ion is a responsible agency for 'this Ptoj~t and has reviewed and 

considered the lead agency's EIR and Statements of Findings of Fact and Overriding 

Considerations. 

9. The project will have a significant effect on the environment Mitigation nleaSllreS 

were made a condition of approval. A Statement of Ovcrridi ng Considerations was filed 

regarding unmiligabte impacts. 

Conclusions of Law 

1. The application is ul1conte.sted and a pubJic hearing is not necessary. 

2. The application should be granted as set forth in the following order. 
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ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1" The Sa('camenlo Regional Transit District (District) is authorized (0 construct Power 

Inn Road at separated grade.s, beneath the District's E-line and AH-line tracks. forn1crly of the 

. Union Pacific Railroad (UP) main line. in the Cit)' or Sacramento (City). County of Sacramento. 

at the location and substantially as shown on the plans attached to the application, (0 be identified 

as Crossings OS3E-5.64-B and OOIAH-95.4-B. re.spectivcly. 

2. District is also aUlhoiizcd to wi\stnKt a temporary grade crossing. (or use during 

construction, as set forth in Appendix'D of this Decision. 

3. The temporary grade crossing shall consist of two Standard No. f)-A automatic gate

type signals with cantile,·er. as spcxified in General Order (GO) 75-C.-

4. Upon conlplelion of the Power Inn Road Grade Separation and its ope-ning (0 

vehicular traffic. the tempOrary grade ctossing shall be closed and physically rcrnovcd. 

5. Clearances shall be in accordance GO 26-D. 

6. Walkways shall conform to do 118. Walkways adjacent t() any trackage subject to 

rail ope-rations shall be maintained (ree of obstructions and shall be promptly reMored to their 

original condition in the event of damage durIng construction. 

1, Construction and liiaintenancecosls shall be borne in accordance with an agreement to 

be entered into between the partic.s. A copy of the agreement shaH be filed by District with the 

Commission's Rail Safely and Carriers Division (RSAC) prior to cominencing constructiOn. 

Should the parties fail to agtee. the Commission will apportion the costs of construction and 

maintenance by further order. 

8. Final construction plans. approved by City and UP. shall be filed by District with 

RSAC prior to commencing construction. 

9, The District shall contact the RSAC Trame Engineering Section no less than thirty 

(30) days before the scheduled ope-ning. to conduct a final inspection of the projtct. Any 

deficiencies found shan be corrected by the District. 

10. This authorization shan expire if not exercised within three (3) years unless tin'le is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied with. Authorization may be revoked or 

modified if public convenience. necessity. or safely so (equire. 
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11. This applkation is granted as set forth abow. 

12. Application 98-0i-008 is dosed. 

This order be~()mcs effcctive thirty (30) days from today. 

Dated May 7. 1998. at San Frandsco. California. 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

Presidtnt 

P. dREGORY CONLON 

HENRY M. DUQUB 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissi oneis 

Coriunissioner Jessie J. Knight, Jr .• 

being necessarily absent, did not 

participate. 
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