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IXdsion ,98·06,017 June 4. 1998 Mailed: 619/98 

BEFORB tHE PUBLIC UTIUTIES CO~tMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

Application of Ri\'~rside COllnt)' Transportation ) 
Commission for authority to construct a ) 
pedestrian overpass at miJroad milepost 27.11. ) 
of the BNSF Railroad Company"s San Bernardino) 
subdi\'ision main line. as a'n addition to the ) 
existing Metrolink station in the Cit)' of COlon'a, ) 
County of Riverside. ) 

------------~------------------) 

OPINION 

Application 98-02-034 
(FiledPebruary 20, 1998) 

Riverside County Transponation Commission (ReTe) requests authority to construct 

a pede.slrjan o"etcrossing aoo\'e tracks of The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railwa)' 

Company (BNSF) at the \Vest Corona Metrolink Station, a regional intemlodal transpOrtation 

center. in theCliy of Corona, Riverside County. 

Rete propose·s to construct a pedestrian overpass over BNSF's tracks to connect the 

existing south platform arid parking facHitie·s to the existing north p]atfonn. The existing 

signalized at-grade pede.striart crossing at the station will be taken out of SerYlcC but will be 

r~lained for emergency and maintenance use only. 

The pedestrian o\'ercrossing will SCf\'C the public need by allowing Mfc access 

between the platforms. Pede·strians will not have to contend with train traffic as the)' cross 

between pla\(onns. 

RCTe is the lead agency for this project under the California Etwironrncntal Quality 

Act of 1970 (CEQA). as amended. Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et. seq. On 
January 3, 1995, City of Corona filed a Notice oflXterminalion regatdirig this project with 

the Riwrside County Clerk's Ofl1ce. The Notice found that this project is statutorily exempt 

under PR Code Section 21080 (b) (ll). ,\'hleh states that a proj«t for the increase Of 

pa..'5enget or commuter SCf\'lce on rail or highway rights-of-way already in use. including the 
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modernization of existing stations and (Wking facilities, shall be exempted from 'he filing 

fequirements of CEQA. 

The Commission is a respOnsible agenc)' fOf this project under CEQA and has 

reviewed and considered tbe City's exemption detemlination. The site of the proj«t has been 

inspected by the Conulussioa's Rail Safety and Carrier Di\'ision staff - Trame Engineering 

Section, Staff examined the need for and the safety of the pedestrian oveccrossing. and 

recommends that the construction be approycd. 

The application was found (0 be in compliance under the COJ1unission's filing 

requirements. including Rule 38 of Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates to the 

construction of public highways across railroad lracks. A local ion map and details fronlthe 

project plans are shown in Appendix A. 

10 Resolution AU 176-2988 dateJj March 12, 1998. the Comn1ission preliminarily 

categorized this application as rate,setting. and preliminarily determined that hearings were 

not necessary. No pcote,sts have been reechoed. The Comrilission 's Rail Safety and Carriers 

Division recommends that this application be granted. Gh'enlhe,se developments, a public 

hearing is not necessary, and is not necessary to disturb the preliminary derermina.tions made 

in Resolution ALl 116-2988. 

Findings of Fact 

I. Notice of the application was published in the Conmlission Daily Calendar on 

February 25, 1998. No protests have been'rcceh'ed. A public hearing is not necessary. 

2, RCfe requests authorilY. under PubJic Utilities Code Seclions 1201~1205. to 

construct a pede.strian o\'ercrossing above BNSPs tracks at the \Vest Corona Metrolink 

Station in Corona. Riverside County. 

3. Public convenience. necessity, and safety require conslmction ohhe pedestrian 

overcrossing. 

4. RCfC is the lead agency for this project under CEQA as amended. 

5. The Commission is a re.sponsible agency for this projed and has reviewed and 

conside'red the lead agency's Notice of Determination. 
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Conclusions of Law 

I. Under Public Utilities Code Section 'lIOSO.13. the activit)' is exempted from Ihe 

requirements sel forth in CEQA; therefore the guidelines (14 Cal. Admin. Code - Dh'ision 6) 
concerning the evaluation of proj~ls and the prep.uation and review of environ n)ent al 

documents do not ap,ply. 

2. The application should be granted as set forth inlhe following order. 

ORDBR 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

I. Riverside County Transportation Commission (RCTe) is authorized to construct a 

pedestrian overcrossing o\'er The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railway Company's 

(BNSF) main tine lracks. identified as Crossing 28-27 .1 I-AD. at the \Ve·st Corona MetroJlnk 

Station in Corona. Rh'erside County. 

2. Clearance.s shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 26-D. \Valkwaysshall 

(-oo(onn to GO 118. \Valkways ~djacent (0 any trackage subject to rail operations shan be 

maintained tree of obslruclions and shaH be promptly restored to their original condition in 

the event of damage during construction. 

3. Construdion and maintenance cost shall be borne in accordance with an agrccnlcnt 

to be entered into between parties. A copy of the agreement shall be filcd with the 

COfllmission's Rail Safely and Carrier Division prior to commenting comtruc-tion. Should 

the partie.s fail to agree. the Commission will apportion the cost of the construclion and 

maintenance by further order. 

4. \Vithin 30 days aftercompJclion of the work under this order. RCfC shall nOlify 

the Commission in wriling that Ihe authoriied work has been completed. 

5. This authorization shall expire if not exercised wilhin thre~ years unless lime is 

extended or if"he above conditions atc not complied with. Authorization may be 

rcvoked or modified if public convenience. nccc.5sit)' tor safet}' so require. 

6. The application is granted as set forth above. 

1. Application 9&-02-034 is closed. 



.. 

.. 
A.9S-0}·OJ' RS&O'RRT/pl 

This order is eff«livc 30 days from today. 

Dated June 4. 1998. at San Francisco. California. 

.. 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

Pre-sident 

P. GREGORY CONLON 

JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 

HENRY M. DUQUB 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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