
A.98-05-0':\9 TdC'Com Division 

lA."'('iston 98-06-091 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the MilUer of the AppJit~lti(ln of TdQucst 
COI:nmunkalions, Int., lib., Alhr~lntage Plus, a 
California Corl)Or~ltion, (or a C('flific.lte of Public 
Convenience and NC«'ssity to Provide InterLATA 
and Intr .. ,LATA Tcl<X'omlllUnicationsScrvicc in 
Cali forni" as a Switchless RescHer. 

OPINION 

AppJic.llion 98-05-039 
(Filed l\fay 19,1993) 

TclQucst CommunicaHons, Inc., dba Advantage Plus, a Callfornia corporation, 

filed an appJic.,\ion on May 19, 1998, fOr a certificate of public convenience and 

llC'Ccssity to provide inter- at'ld iI'ttr.l·local acccss and tr.lnsport area services in 

California as a li.on-dominant interexchange carrier. This application was filed pursuant 

to the registmtion process adopted in Decision (D.) 97-06-107 and related llecisions. 

The ap~llicant was qualified to use the registration process and complied with the 

filing reqUirements for a registration applk.ltkm; there were no protests to the 

applic.lUon; and the ltr.lft tariffs submitted were not rejected by the Commission's 

TelC'CommunicaUons Division. Therefore, pursuant to the authority gr.lnted to the 

Exccuth'e Director b}' 0.97-08-050, the applit.lIi.t should be granted a ('ertifk.lle of 

public convenience and neccssity to provide this service. 

Findings of Fact 

1. The applic<ltion was filed on t>.1.1y 19, 1998, and appe.ued in the Commission's 

D.lily Catemitlr on lot'lay 27, 1998. 

2. There were no timely protests to the applic(ltion. 

3. The draft tariffs were not rejected by the Con\mission's Telecommunications 

Division. 
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A.93-05-039 Telecom Di\'ision 

Conclusion of law 
Applic"nt should be gr.ultetllhe rCtluestcd ~rtificate of public convenience and 

n~ssity subject to the conditions in the attached appendix. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A ccrtifici:,te of public convenience and m .. '\.,\?ssity is grantcd to TclQuest 

Communici:,Uons, Inc., (\ba Advantage Plus; to operate as a switchless reseller of iIltcr­

L(X\11 A«css ,'l\d Transllort Area (LATA) and, to the extent authorized by Decision 9-1-

09-065, intra-LAT AtclecollHlllUlkations scrviCes offered by ~on\muilicatiot\ C0l111ll011 

c .. urlers in California subject to the cOI\dili6rl5 set forth in the ath,chcd appendix. 

Applicant is assigllcd corporate Ideritificatioil nUl'nber U-6014-C, \vhich shall be 

included in the ,.'piion of all filiI'lgs 1l1ade with this Conlnllssion. 

2. Application 98-05-03915 closed. 

This order is d(ec\ivc today. 

Dilted June 29, 1998, at SaIl Fra"ncisco, California. 

Executive Director 
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1\.98-05-039 Tcttxom Di\'ision 

APPENDIX A 
(P,'ge 1) 

NON·OOM)NANT INTEREXCl-JANGH CARRIER REGISTRATION 

1. (( you rl'tluC'st('d confid('nlial trc.,tm('nt of the financial portions of your 

applic.,Uoll, it Wi'S gr.i.ntcd and those materials wiU remaili. unt.i('r s(',,1 for one year froni. 

the "tatc of the dccision. J( you wish to continue the se.,1 on those n'taterials beyond the 

one y('ar pNiodl you must Illake a (ornlal request no later than lhirt)' days prior to the 

expiration of the year explaining the reasons why you bclic\'c such extension is 

ncccs..".ary. 

2. You arc subjcct to the loHowing fees which n\ust be rcgldarly remitted: 

~l. The Cltrrelll 2.4 % surcharge appli(\lble to all intr.,statc serviCes except 
for those excluded by Decision (D.) 9-1-09-065, as niodified by 
0.95-02-050, to fund the Universal Lifeline Telephone Scrvice (Public 
Utiliti('s (PU) Code § 879; R('solution T·I60981 DcCCl'nbct 16, 1997); 

b. The current 0.25% surcharge c'pplicablc to all intrastate services except 
(or those excludC'ti by 0.9-1-09-0651 as modified by D.95-02-050~ to fund 
the Californhl Relay Ser\'ire aI'l.lt Comtnunic.ltions Devices Futid (PU 
Code § 2831; Resolution 1-160901 Deccmbcr 16~ 1997); 

c. The user fcc l'roviliClt in PU Code §§ 431-'135, which is 0.11 % of gross 
intr~,st.ltc re\'cnuc for the 1997-1998 fisc.,) ycar (Resolutiotl 1\'1-4786); 

"t. The current surcharge applicablc to aU intr.'slate services except lor 
those excluded by D.9-1-09-065~ as IliOltified b}' 0.95-02-050, to fund the 
California High Cost Fund·A (PU Code § 739.30; 0.96-10-066, pp. 3-4, 
I\pp, 8, Rule I.C; set by Resolution T-15987 at 0.0% (or 1997, effective 
February I, 1997); 

c. The current 2.87% surcharge applicable to aU intrastate services except 
(or those excluded by 0.9-1-09-065, as modified by 0.95-02-050~ to fund 
thc California High Cost Fund-B (0.96-10-066, p. 19., App. B, 
Rule 6.F.); and 

f. Thc current 0.41 % surcharge appJic.lble to all intrastate services cxcept 
for those excluded by 0.9-1-09-065, as modified by D.95-02-05O, to lund 
the California Tclcconncd Fund (0.96-10-066, p. 88, App. B, Rule 8.G.). 

Thcse (ees may change periodically. You will be notified of sudl changes. 

3. You are exempt (rom Rule 18(b) of the Commission's Rules of Pr.,ctice and 

ProcC'tture. 
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APPENDIX A 

(P,'ge 2) 

4. You nrc cxcmpt (rom PU Code §§ 816-R.>,(). 

5. You arc cx('mpt (ron\ PU Codc § 851 when the lr,lnsfer or encumbr,lncc serves to 

securc liebt. 

6. You shall file a written aC\."'Cpt,1I1CC of the c(>rlific,lte granted in this prOceeditlg. 

7. a. You are authorized to file with this Commission l.'\fiff schedules for the 

provision o( the $CH'kes gr.lntC'li in your ccrtific,lle of public convenience and necessity. 

You may not offer these servin'S until (Miffs are 011 me unless you have unless you have 

S('parately been gr.1nted an exempliotl. from larifi filings subject to aU of the conditions 

of sllch exeinplion.' Your initial filing shall be l1\ade in ac(Ofliancc with Genrr'11 Order 

(GO) 96-A, ('xduding S<xtions IV, VI and VI, a-I'llt shall be effeclh'e 1101 less than one day 

a(ter filing. You shall cO)'llpl)' with the provisions in your tariffs. 

b. The dfcdivetless of your future t,\riffs is subject to the scluxiules set forth in 

Ordering P,u,'gr,'ph 5 of D.90-08-0..'2 (37 CPUC2d 130 at 158), as modified by 

0.91-12-013 (42 CPUC2d 220 at 231) and D.92-06-03-I (4t CPUc2d617 at 618): 

"5. All NDIECs are hcr~by placed on 110tice that their California tiuiff 
filings will be processed in accordance with the following 
e((ccth'eness schC(.tuic: 

"a. Inclusion of FCC-approved rates for interstate services in 
California public utilities hui(f schedules shall become 
effedive on Ol\e (I) day's nolic('. 

lib. Uniform rate l'~dllCliol\s (or existing services shaH become 
cffccti\'e on five (5) da}'s' notice. 

"c. Unifornl rate increases, except for minor r~ltc itlCle.lscs, (or 
existing services shall become effective on thirly (30) dars' 
noticc, and shall require bill inserts, a mCS&lge on the bill 
itself, or first d.1SS mail notice to customers of the pcndillg 
incft~\,sed rates. 

"d. Uniform minor r"lte increases, as c.tefined in 0.90-11-029, for 
existing services shall bccoIlle effectivc on not less than H\'c 
(5) workir'lg ltays' Ilolice. Cuslon\cr l\otific .. \tion is not 
reqllir~d for such minor ri\te increases. 
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APPENDIX A 

(Pclgc3) 

,.~. Advice lettcr filings for new S{'r\'k~s (lnti lor aU other types 
of ltuill revisions, ~xccpt changes tn lext no1 affecting reltcs 
or rcJOC<1tiolls of text in the tMi(f schCttulcs, shall bccome 
dfC(li\'~ on forly (40) days· no tire. 

"l. A..t\·ice letter filil\gS 1\lcrc1y revising the text or location of 
text material which do not cause an incrc<lsc in any rate or 
th.ugc shall become ('(fectlvc on not tess than live (5) days' 
noticc." 

8. You nlay deviate (rom the following provisions of GO 96~A: 

(a) parclgraph 1I.C.(l)lb), which requires consecutive sheet nun\bering and prohibits the 
. -

reuse of sheet 11Ul'nbcrs, and (b) partlgraph 1I.C.(4), which rcquirt.."'S that "a separc\te sheet 

or s~ri(>S of sheets should be used for ~ach rute." Ttuilf filings incorporating th('$(' 

deviations shall be subject to the appro"al of the COllUllissiol'\'S Teleeomnluniccltions 

Division. Tariff filings shan reflect an fC('s and surcharges to which applicant is subje<t, 

as not('(t above. You aie also exempt froh" GO 96-A, par(lgrt'ph III.G.(l) and (2) Which 

requires service of ad\'icc letters on cOlllpcting and adjacent utilities, uiliess such 

utilities ha\'c Sl')(xifk<lUy ret]uested such service. 

9. You shall file as ~~art of your Inilial' tariff, after the effectivc date of this order, a 

ser"ice area 111ap. 

10. Prior to initiating sClvice, you shall pro\'idc the Con'ul\issiOl\'S Consumer 

Services Division with the your ltesignated contact pcrSOl\(S) for purposes of resol\'ing 

consul'ner complaints and the corresponding telephone number. This information shal1 

be updated if the name or telephone number changes or at least am\ually. 

11. You shall notify this Commission in writing of the date interLATA service is 

first rcndetetl to the pubHc within fivc days after service begins .,ml again within fi\'e 

days of when intr"lLATA service begins. 

12. You Sh~lll kCC'p your books and records in accordancc with the Uni(ormSystcm 

of ACCOllllts specified in Title 47, Code of Feder .. ,. Regulations, Part 32. 

13. In th.e c\"cnt yout booksalld records are -[(Xluired (or inspcdion by the 

Commission or its staff, you shall either produce such fCCOit.fs at the Comn'lission's 
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(P,'gc4) 

offices or reimbursc the Commission for the rc,lsonablc costs incurt('c.t in having 

Commission st.,ff tr,wcl to your of (ice. 

}. .. You shall file an .lnmltll rcport, it\ compJi.,ncc with GO 1000·A, on a calendar­

),e(u b .. 1Sis using the inforrn.,lion (C(]urst form l1evdopcd by the COlllll1ission Staff and 

contained in Allpcndix B. 

15. You shall cnsure that your cnlplo)'~s comply with the provisions of Public 

Utilities (PU) Code § 2889.5 regar,iing soJidttltion of customers. 

16. The certifict'lte granted and the authorit)' to render service under the rates, 

charges, m'ld rules authorizCtI will expire if not cxerdS\.~t within 12 months after the 

dfecth·c dale of this orlter. 

17. \\'ithin 60 days of the effectivc datc of this order, you shall comply with PU 

Code § 708, Emplorre Ideotific.ltion Cards, and notify the DirlXtor of the 

Tcleconllllunk.ltiotls Division in writhlg of its compliance. 

18. If you arc 90 days or nlorc late in Ciling an annual report or in remitting the (res 

listed abo\'('1 Tcl<xoml'nunici\tions Di\'ision shall prepare (or Commission consideration 

a resolution th.1t re\'okes your CPCN, unt<.>SS you have tlXciVCtt the writteil permission 

of TclccOlUli.llmki\tions Dh'ision to file or remit I.lte. 

(END OF APPENDIX A) 
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APPENDIX B 
(P,'ge I) 

TO~ AlL INTEREXCllANGfi TEtEPIIONE UTlLlTl~ 

Article 5 of the Puhlic Utillties Code grants authority to the California Public Utilities 
COnl1l1ission to rt..--qilire aU public utiHti('S doing business in California to file reports as 
specified by the Commission on the utiJiti('s' California oper.,tioJ\s. 

A specific annual report (Oro\ has not yet been prescribed (or the California 
intcrexchangc telephone utilities. Howcver, you are hereby directed to submit an 
original and two cOl)ies of the informatioll requested in Att.lchn\ent A 110 later than 
l\'iarch31st of the year toJlowing the c(llcndar },c.u for which the annual report is 
subl'nitted. 

Address your relXlrt to: 

California Public Utilities Commission 
Auditing anti Compll.lnce Br,m(h~ Roo-nl3i51 
505 Van Ness A\'cl\Ue 

5.1n Fr.lncisco1 CA 9-1102-3298 

Failure to file this informatimfol\ time may rcsult in a pellalt)' ,15 provided for in §§ 2107 
and 2108 of the Public Utilities Code. 

If you havc any question concen\ing this mattcr, please call (415) 703-1961. 
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APPENDIX B 
(P,lgC 2) 

Infornlation Requcsted of C"lifornia Interexchange Tctephone Utilities. 

To be fi1ec.l with the Callfon\la Public Utilities Comn\ission~ 505 Van Ness Avenue, 
Roon\ 3251, San Francisco, CA 9·U02<\298, 1\0 latcr than i\farch 31st of the yc.u 
following the c<llenliM YC.-lf for which the annual repoll is submitted. 

1. Exact legal name and U # of reporting utility. 

2. Address. 

3. NanlC', title, address, .mll tc1ephofie number of the llcCSOl\ to be contacted 
conccrnh\g the reported information. 

4. Name and title of the officeI' ha\'ing custody of the gener.tl hooks of account 
and the address of the office where such books afe kept. 

5. Type of org<11i.izatioI'\ «(>.g., corporation, partnership, sole proprietorship, etc.). 

If incorporated, specify; 

a. D.-lie of filing artid(>S of incorpor.ltlon with the Secrct<uy of State. 

h. State in which incorporated. 

6. Comnlission decision ntllnber granting ollCr.lting authority and the date of 
that dcdsion. 

7. O,lte opertltions were begun. 

8. DcscripHon of othcr business activities in which the utilit)' is cng,lgcc.i. 

9. A list of all affiliated companies and their relationship to the utility. Stale if 
affiliate is a: 

a. Rcgulatc..l public utilit),. 

b. Publicl), held corpor~llion. 

10. Ba1ance sheet as of Deccmber 31st of the )'C.-U for which information is 
submitted. 

11. lncol\i.e statcn'tNit for California oper.1HoI\S for the ('(dendar year for which 
informatiOil is submitted. 

(END OF APPENDiX B) 


