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Decision 98-07-058 July 23, 1998 0)\'(,,1n f\1 r~\\ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMiSSION OF THE STAT@l8kitl!~fuV.~ --' 

Application of Donald Schultz President/CEO 
Sierr~l LifeStar, h\c. D.B.A. Prot()(ol Chauf(eured 
Tr~lnsportation (or certifiCate of publk 
convenience and nctessity to operate as a 
IIPassenger Stage Corporation" between 
Tulare/Kings County and Fresno County. 

OPINION 

Summary 

Applittltion 98-0-1-017 
(Filed April IS, 1998) 

Sierrt\ LifeStar, Inc: (applkant), a corporation, doing business as Protocol 

Chauffeured Transportation, requests alithority urider Public Utilities (PU) Code 

§ 1031 g.l seq. to establish and operate a passenger stage corporation to transport 

passengers and their baggage between certain points in the Counties of Tulare, 

Kings, and Fresno. 

Discussion 
In its letter of l\1ay 15, 1998, applkant clarified that it proposes to operate: 

(1) a scheduled servkc between Fresno Yosen\ite International Airport (FYI), on 

the one hand, and points in Tulare County, on the other hand, serving these 

points at 3-hour intervals conlOlench\g at 3 a.n\. lrorn Tulare aJld (2) on-caU 

service between Tulare and Visalia, 01\ the one hand, and the AlvlTRAK Train 

station in Hanford, on the other hand, and between Three Rivers and Visalia in 

Tulare Count}'. The proposed stops for the scheduled service ate: Tulare Transit 

Center in Tulare, Radisson Inn in Visalia, Holiday Inn in Visalia, and FYI in 

Fresno. The pr()pos~d adult fates for the scheduled service ttre $22 one-way and 

$36 round-trip. For the on-call service, applicant ptoposes to charge an adult fare 
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of $16 one·wa), and round~trip f,ucs of $28 (T\llare/Visalia~Al\1TRAK) and $24 

(Visalia ~ 111£ce Rivers). Applicant plans to utilize a 1996 sevcn·pC\.ssenger van for 

the proposed sen' icc. 
AUt"tched to the application is a Balance Shed pn:p,ued by an acCounting 

firn\ that discloses the foHowing: current asscts~ $449,803; property and 

equipnlcnt, less depreciation, $623,171; goodwill, $238,021; total assets of 
$1,310,995; current liabilities} $124,014; long ternlliabilitics, $375,450; and 

stockholders' eq(lity, $811:S31. 

Notice of filing of the application appeared in the·Comn\is.sion's D~lny 

Calendar on Aprh 16, 1998. The applicant notified the afCeded airports and 

cities. 

InResolutlon At} 176-2991 dated April 23, 1998, the Cot1\nlission 

ptctirninarily categorized this application as ratesctting; and preliminarily 

determincdthat hearings "lere not necessary. No protests have bccn received. 

The Conlnlission's Rail Safety and Carriers Division recommends that this 

app1icatiOll be granted. Given this status, public hearing is not necessary, and it 

is not necessary to alter the preliminary detenninations made in Resolution AL} 

176-2991. 

Findings of Fact 
1. Applicant requests aiithorlty, as amended by its letter of t\1a}' 15, 1998, to 

opemte a scheduled service between FYI, on the one hand, and points in Tulare 

County, on the other hand, and on-call scn'ice between Tulare and Visalia, on the 

one hand, and Al\1.TRAKi Hanford, oil the other hand, and between Three Rivers 

and Visalia in Tulare County. 

2. Public convenience and necessity require the proposed service. 

3. No protests to the application have been filed. 

4. A public hearing is hot necessary. 
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S. It c,'\n be seen with certi\int}' that there is no possibility that the activit}' in 

question may have a significant effect on the environment. 

Conclusions of Law 
1. The appHcation should be gr,'I\ted. 
2. Public convcnience and necessity haVe becn demonslr,lled and the 

application should be granted. 
3. Since the mattet is uncontested, the decision should be c(fedive on the date 

it is signed. 
Only the anlount paid to the State for operative rights may be used in rate 

fixing. The state fnay grant any number of rights and nlay caned Or 1l10dify the 

monopoly feature of these rights at any time. 

ORDER 

. IT IS ORDERED that: 

1. A certificate of public convenience and necessity is gr,\nted to Sierra 

LifeStar, Inc. (applicant), a corpor,ltion, authorizing it to operate as a passcnger 

stage corporation, as defincd in Public Utilities (PU) Code § 226, to transport 

pcrsons and their baggagc, between the points and over the route set forth in 

Appendix PSC-11354 subject to the conditions contained in the following 

paragraphs. 

2. Applicant shall: 

a. File a wrillel) acceptance of this certificate within 30 days 
after- this order is effective. 

h. Establish the authorized service and file tariffs and 
timetables within 120 days after this order is effective. 

c. State in the tarifls aJ'ld timetables when service will start; 
allow at least to days; llotke to the COJTIll\issionj and 
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makc limctclbles and t,uHfs c((cctivc 10 or Il\orc days after 
this order is effectivc. 

d. Compl)' with Gener,l} Orders Series 101, 10-1, and 158, . 
and the California Highwa)' Patrol (CHP) safety rules. 

c. . Comply with thc controllcd substimcc and akohol testitlg 
certification progr,'n\ pursuant to PU Code § 1032.1 and 
General Order Series 158. 

f •. l"faintainaccounting records in conformity v.tith thc 
Uniform Syst<m of Accounts. 

g. Reolit to the CoJi\mission the Transportation 
Reimbursement Fee required by PU Code § 403 when 
notified by nlail to do So. 

h. Comply with PU Code §§ 460.7 and 1043, relating to the 
\Volkers' CompcnSc1tion laws of this state. . . 

i. En~oU aIt drlvets in the pull notice system as required b}' 
Section 1808.1 of the Vehitle Code. 

3. Befote beginning serlltee t6 any airport, applicatlt shall notify the airport's 

governing body. Applicant shan not operate into or on airport property unless 

such operatiolls are also authorized by the airport's governing body. 

4. Appli~ant is authorized to begin operations on the date that the Rail Safety 

and Carriers DivisiOn nlails it notice to appHcant that its eVidencc of insurance 

and other docun\ents required by Ordering paragraph 2 have been filed with the 

Conlnlission and that the CHP has approved the use of applicant's vehicles for 

service. 

5. The certificate of public convenience and necessity to operate as a 

passenger stage corporation (PSC-113S4), granted herein, expires, unless 

exercised within 120 days after the effective date of this order. 

6. The application, as anH~nded by applicant's letter of l\1ay 15, 1998, is 

granted as set Eorthabove . 
. -. 

7. The issues presented in Application 98-04-017 are resolved. 
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8. This proceeding is dosed. 

This order is effective today. 

Dated Jul}' 23, 1998, at San Francisco, California. 
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RICHARD A. BILAS 
, Pre$ide~t 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J; KNIG'Ht, JR. 
HENRYl\1. DUQUE, 
JOSIAH L.' NEEPER 

Commissioners 
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Appendix rsc·1135-l Sierr~l UfeStar, Inc. 
(a corporation) 

Original Title Page 

CERllFiCA TE 

OF 

PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY 
"( 

-".;.~ '-

AS A PASSENGER STAGH CORPoRATION 
PSC·11354 

Showing passenger stage operative rights, restrictions, limitations, exceptlt)l\s, and 
privileges. 

AU ~hanges and anlendments as authorized by 
the Public Utilities Commission of the Stateoi California 
will be made as tc\'ised pages or added original pages. 

Issued under authorit)' of Decision 9~7-O58, dated July 23, 1998, o( the Public Utilities 
Commission of th(' State otCatifomia in Applicaticin 98-04..()17. 
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Appendix PSC·ll3St Sierra U(eStar, Inc. 
(a corpomtion) 

Original Page 1 

SECTION I." GENERAL AuTIioRliAnoNs,RESiRIci10NS, . . " Page 
"LIMITA110NS,-ANDSPECiFICATIONS ............................................. 2 

- . 

SECTION II .. SERVICE AREA, .............. : .... · ....................................... " ........................ Ioi .............. 3 

SECTION 111. R()lJTB DEscRIPTION ... : ......................... ~ ............................ ; ........... 3 

Issued by CalifomiaPublit Utilities ~o~issioIi. 

'lA~ision 98-07-058, Appi!ca~iOh 9i04-017 .. 
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ApP('ndix rsc·11354 Sicrr" U((·StM,inc. 
(a corporation) 

Original p.lge 2 

SECll0N I. GENERAL l\Ul1-f6RiZATIONS, RESTRICfIONS, LIMITATIONS, . 
AND SPECIFICATIONS. 

Sicrm LifeStat, Inc., a corporation, by the certificate'of public convenience 
and necessity gr.ulted by the dcdsiort noted in the (Oot 6( the margiJ)~ is authorized to 
transport passcJ\gers and their baggage on a scheduled service and art ';on-call" basis, 
betwren points and places as describ(id iri SeCtio~ HI over a~d -along the route deicribcd 
in Section 111, subject, however, to the authotityof thiS CommisSion'to change or 11100ify 
this authority a-t anytime ~nd subject to. the (olloWing ptovisionS: -

a. \Vhe!" a route d~rl~tio~ is'g{\:el\ i~_~ne ditectioo,h .. -
~pp'hes to operation in eltherdlrecttOn unless othenvlse 
mdicated., . .-

b. nu~ter['r\-"Qn-can~as U~i refers to Sefvite ~ .. ~hich· is 
authorized to be tendered depertdent On the demands' 
of pa~rigers~ The tariffs and 'timMabJcs _sh,at) sno\\~the 
conditions under \\'hkh each authorized OI\-call sen.'ice 
wl11 be tendered .. 

c. Sch~'(h~led se.r"i~\\;il!\>e~pe_~a~ed onlya,tthe . _ . " .' 
deSignated seTVJce POl~t$ hst~m ~honsIIB and 
ne. Such scheduleS shall be the timetable filed with 
the Corn~issioi\. ,AU .of the stop pOirits-shall be'·· 
described_ tn the timetable filed with theComrhissioI\. 

d. No p'a~ng~t~ s~alt be ~ra~potted e~~pt th~Se having 
a po.u\t of ongm or destmahon as described in 
5e<~10n II.' . 

. . 
e. This c~rtifkate does not authorize the holder to 

C?nduct anyopetation 01\ !he pto~rty.of or into any 
auport unless sucll o~rahon IS authOrized by the 
airport authority involved. . 

Issued by Caliloirtla PubHc Utilities CoMmission. 

Dt.--<:ision 98-07-05$, 'AppliCati6ri 98.:04-017. 
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Appendix rsC·1135-l 

SECTION II. SERVICE AREAS. 

Sic-H,' UfeStM, Inc. 
(a rorpoT~'Hon) 

The CHirs of Tulare and Vis.l1ia. 
The COnll'mmity of Three Rivers. 
AMTRAK Station, Hanford (A?\tTRAK). 
Fresno Yosemite Jntemaliona} Airport (PYI). 

SECTION Ill. ROUTE DESCRIPTION. 

Scheduled Servlte 

Route A . Fresno-Yosemite lntemi\tional Ai~rt 
COI'llmendng (rom the Cities of Tulare and \isatia, then over the most Com'cnient 

stTt.~ts~ expressways, and highways to FYJ. 

On-Call Service 

Route 1 • AMTRAK 
Comn\endng (rom an)' point iIl the Cities of Tulatc and Vis..llia, then over the most 

cOlwenien\ streets, expressways, and highw<lYS to AMTRAK. 

Route ~ - Three Rivcrs 
Commel'l.dng (tom any poirlt in the City of ViSt11ia, then over the most corwcnient 

strt.~ls, express\\'a}'s, and highways to the community of Three Ri\'crs. 

Issued by Califonlia Public Utilities Commission. 

lAxision 98--07-058, Applic.ltion 98-04-017. 


