
I 

• 
ALJ/VDR/mrj Mailed 7/23/98 
Decis;on 98-07-060 Jul)' 23, 1998 ' i i\ftl\fI~nf.(lIl\R 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE ST~~IH~ ~~IAUfN'A' 

In the l\laUer of the Applic(Uion of SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY to Adopt 
Performance B,'lsed Regulation ("PBR") for B,lse 
Rates to be Effectivc Januar)' 1, 1997. 

Order ItlsUtuling Rulenlaking to Review the Time 
Schedules lor the Rate Case P1an and Fue) Offset 
Procecdhlgs. 

INTERIM OPINION 

Application 95-06·002 
(Filed J\II\(' I, 1995) 

Rulenlaking 87·11-012 
(Filed November 13, 1987) 

The C0I1Ullission's Office of Ratepayer Advocates (OR.A) has petitioned lot 
modification of Decision (D.) 97-07-054. ORA asks (or modification of the 

decisiOll so that Southenl California Gas Con'pany's (SoCaIGas) Direct 

Assistance Progran\ (DAP) is funded at its 1996 authorized level of $18 miliiOll, 

r~lther than the lower alnom'll of $12 nliJIion set at page 67 of the dedsioll. ORA 

argucs that this adjustn\cllt is l\eCessary for the sake of consislel\c), with othcr 

Commissioll decisiOllS. 

SoCalGas opposcs the petitiOl\ on three grounds. First, SoCalGas argucs 

that the petition presellfs no information or de"cloprnents which werc not 

known to the C01\lIl1issiOl\ at the titne it issued 0.97-07-054. Second, SoCalGas 

contends that ORA's petitioll is vexatious in thal the issue has aJrc.ldy bN'n 

addressed by the Conllnission on two previous occasiolls in the past (ew n\olllhs, 

and has been decided ad\'ersc!y to ORA. The most recent instance was 

SoCalGas' DAP advice tenet of f998, which we approved at the $12 nlilliol\ leVel 

despite protcsts secking a higher funding le\'el. Fillally, SoCalGas argues that 
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ORA hClS made .\0 showing of r,'ltepayerbcncfit that would result from the 

56 nlillion incre<"\se in ri .. ll's i( we gr<lnt the llctltion. 

\\'e Clgrre with ORA's position thatadjus-hHent of the \tuthorlzcd DAP 

funding level is necessary to afford consistency in Comnlission decisions, and to 

carr}' out o-ur cSl,1blished policy. Ordcrh)g Paragi"<lph 7 in 0.97-02-014 in the 

Electric Restruchtring Proceeding, Rulcmaking 9-1-M-031 /In\'estigation 

94-O-t-032, dearly directed <lllnual funding (or gas energy effiCiency and low 

income assistance ~tograms to be established hlitially at 1996Ievds. The 
. . . 

SOCalGas PUR proCe~ing ,\'as prinlaTil}'_~ontctncd \\·ith other, gencrall)' 

unrelated policy questiotls, altd was ccrt<1tnl}' not intended to settle the issue at 

hand in contradiction to the earlier aecisiOll~ That it produced ail inconsistent 

rcsultwHh respect to thIs particu1ar item was obViously an accident of timing . 

and inadvertence on our part. 

\Ve will grant ORA's petition. 

Findings of Fact 
1 .. The OAP funding of apprOXimately $12 rnillion was adopted erroneous}}' 

in this pn)ccedirig through inadvertence b}' the Commission. 

2. ORA's petition to modify 0.97-07-054 is supported by overriding 

Comn'lisslon policy. 

Conclusion of Law 
ORA's petition to modif), 0.97-07-054 should be gr,ll\ted. 
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INTERIM ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

t. lile petition of the Office of Ratcp"ycrAd\'occ1tes to modify DtXision (D.) 

97-07·054, filed December 24, 1997, is gr<lnt('(i. 

2. D.97·07-054 is modified as follows: 

a. The (irst s~IHN\Ce of the third par~gr~ph at page 67 is replaced with the 
sentence, /I\Ve retdin the $181niliionDAP funding le\'el in recognition 
of the polk)' established in D.97-0i-014.'1 

b. Finding of Fact nUIllber 39 at page 93 is ari1cnded by replaCing the word 
"rccognized" with the phrclsc lIis prell\is('(i Upon the circumstdnce.'1 

This order is ef{cetlvc today. 

D,lted July 23, 1998, at San Frclncisco, California. 

-3-

RICHARD A. BILAS . 
President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR. 
HENRY 1\'1. DUQUE 
JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Coinmissioners 


