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Mailed: 8110.'93 

D('cision 98-08-019 August 6, 1998 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALlFORNIA 

In the maHer ofthe Application of the Cityo(Los ) 
Angeles to "construct one public at-grade railroad ) 
crossing (immediately west otNormandie Avenue ) 
across KlloxStreet) and upgrade and conwrt 1\'\'0" ) 

private rail crossings (one irnq\ediatety \vest of ) 
Norrnan~ie Avenue across Douglas Driveway and ) 
the other at Oougla·s Drive\\;ay approxin13tel}' ) 
1,400 feet tast otWestem A\'enue) to public at- ) 
grade railroad crossings across the Union Pacific ) 
Company in the City of Los Angeles, County of ) 
Los Angeles_ ) 

) 

OPINION 

Application~)7-0S-059 
(Filed August 28, 1991 . 
Anlended ~farch 20, 1998) 

. . 

As part o(the project to construct HarbOr Gateway Center, city o(L6s Angeles (City) 

requests authority to constru,t one public railroad at-gtade ·crossing. to upgrade and convert two 

existing private at~grade crossings to public at-grade crossings. and to remOVe an existing private 
." . 

at-grade crossing from senice acrOss the tracks of Onion Pacific Raitroad Company (UP) in Los 

Angeles, l.os Angeles County, as set forth in Appendice.s A and B. 

Thc ncw prOpOsed public at-grade crossing is to be located at Knox Street immediately 
. . 

west of Normandie A\'enue. The existing prh-ate railroad crossings at Douglas Driveway (to be 

called Francisco Street, an existing internal roadway that win be upgr~ded by Boeing Realty 

Company to City standards) iriln1ediatety west ofNomlandie Avenue and at Douglas nriveway 
. . 

appr()xim~tety 1.400 feet east of\Ve.stem Avenue "in be upgraded and converted to public at-

grade crossings_ The existing private "at·grade spur crossing, approximately 1.170 fe~t east of· 

\"estern Avenue and ~30 feCI north (iOouglas Driveway (proposed Francisco Stree't), 
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immediately adjacent to Capilo1 Metals Company \\ill be va('ated. permanently dosed. and 

physically removed. includi11g remoyal ora'i existing surfacing. 

The proposed public crossings are needed to provide public 3('cess to the proposed 

Ilarbor Gateway Center, lo('ated on 170 acres bounded by 190~ Street on Ihe north. Nornlandie . 
Avenue on lhe east, industrial and residential properties on the south. and lhe Capitol Melals 

Company and the fornler International Light Metals properties and Western Avenue on the west. 

The project is to consist ofapproxiJilatety three million square feet of rei ail. oft1c~. and industrial 

park development on the site. Boeing Reahy Company proposes to redevelop the project site in a 

manner that would replace undetutilized. obsolete and inetllcient industrial facilities "ilh viable 

. retail and office and industrial park facilities .. The proposed project represents a comprehensive 

pl<':1ned development that \Yo11 enhance the producth'e use of the project site. provide high-qualhy, 

high-wage employnlent oPPV.1unities in a range of occupations. enhance the aesthetic charactet of 

the area. and J11aximize the fiscal benefits to the City in terms ofs·ales and property tax revenues. 

City is the lead agency (or this project under California Em;ronmenlal Quality Act of 1970 

(CEQA). as amended, Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, et seq. City prepared an 

EnvirOl\menta1lmpact Report (ElR) and approved the project On June 19, 1997, a NotiCe of 

Deterniination WtiS filed 'wlth the Los Angeles County Clerk which found that the "Project ,,;11 

ha\'e a sigllific.ant etfect on the ell\;tonment." Mitigation measures wete made a condition of 

project allpro\'a1. None of the ad\'erse impacts c~n be attributed to the grade crossings 

themselves. A Statenlent of Overriding Considerations was adopted for the project. 

The Commission is a responsible agency for this project under CEQJ\ and has 

independently reviewed and nssessed the lead agency's EIR and Notice ofDetemlinalion_ The 

sites of the proposed new public at-grade crossing. the existing private at-grade crossings and 

adjacC'nt areas ha\-e been inspected by the Commission's Rail Safety and Carners Dl\;sion -

Tramc Engineering Staft~ Staff examined the need for and safety of the proposed public at-grade 

crossings and recommends that City's request be approved. 

The applic.ation was (ound to be in compliance ,,;th the Commission's filing requirements. 

including Rule 38 of Rules ofPracliCe and Procedure which relates to the construction of public 

highways across railroad tracks. A IOc<ition map and details from the revised project plans are 

shown in Appendix A. 
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By kUer dated January 26. 1998. Stafl'ad\;sed CIl), ofdefidendes in the original 

application and requested that City file an amended application \\;th the Commission. On March 

20, 1998, Cit)' filed an Amended Application. which corretted the defident items brought 10 

City's attention by Staff There are no other unre-soh'ed matters, and a public hearing is nol 

nC\7essary. Since 'he applka!ion was filed prior to Janual)' I. 1998, .he application is not subj~l 

requirements pro\;ded in Ser.:tte Bill (S8) 960 (Statutes 1996, Chapter 856). 

Findings of Fact 

I. Notice of the apptit~ti()n and amendment were published in the Comrnission's 

Daily Calendar on August 29. 1991, and April 17. 1998. 

2. City filed an Amended Application on March 20,' 1998, which ('Qrt«tCd the 

delieeent iter'ns brought to City's attention by Stall There are no other unresolved matters, and a 

public hearing is not nece-ssary. 

3. Since the application was filed prior to January I. 1998. the application is not 

subject to Semite Bill (S8) 9£0, (Statutes 1996, Chapter 856). 

4. City reque-sts ~uthorily under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201·1205 (0 

conslnrct one public I'aill'oatl.:rossing, to upgrade and convert two exisling private crossings to 

public crossings. and to ren' lie an eXisting private crossing from senice acroSs UP's Torrance 

Uranch line tracks and spur (racks. formerly owned b)' Southern Pacit1c TranspOrtation Company 

(SilT). as more fully described by text and plans attached to Application 91·08·059 and 

Appcndice.s A and B of this order. 

5. Construction of the proposed public at·grade crossings \\;11 pro\ide public acce-ss 

to the proposed Harbor Gate\"oay Center. 

6. Public com'enienee and necessity requite construclion of the proposed public at-

grade crossing at Knox Street and the conversion of the existing private at-grade crossings to 

public at-grade crossings of the proposed Francis.:o Street. 

1. Public conveni.ence, necessity and safety require the permanent closure and 

physical removal ofche existi'lg private at-grade spur ('rossing. approximately 1.110 feet east of 

Wesleen Avenue and 230 f\. ... ~t north oflhe proposed Francisco Street, immediately adjacent to 

Capitol Metals Company. 
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8. Public safety r~uir.~s that prot~lion at Knox Street. the proposed Francisco 

Street immediately west of Norman die Annue. and the proposed Francisco Street approximately 

1,400 feet cast of Western Al:enue be as spkitied in Appendices A and B. 
9. City is the lead agenc), for this proje,t under CEQA. as amended. 

10. The Comtnission is a responsib1e agency fot thiS proj~t and has re\iewed and 

considered the lead ageney"s EIR and Notice of Determination. 

II. The project will have a significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures 

were olade a condition of approval. 

12. A Statement of O~'eniding Considerations was adopted for the proje.:t. 

Conclusion of Law 

The application should be granted as set forth in the follo\\ing order. 

ORDER 

IT IS ORDERED that: 

I. City of Los Angeles (City) is authorized to. construct one public railroad crossing 

at-grade across Knox Street in\njediately west ofNomlandie A\'enue and to upgrade and cOn\'ert 

two existing prh'ate at·grade crossings to public at-grade crossings of the pwposed Francisco 

Street imnlediateiy wesl6tN6mlandie A"enue and the proposed Francisco Street appro~imately 

1.400 feet cast 6fWestern Avenue across Union Pacific Railroad Company's (UP) Torrance 

Branch Line tracks and spur t.-acks. fomierly owned by Southern Pacitic Transportation Company 

(SPT), in Los Angeles, Los Angeles Count)', at the locations and substantially as shown by the 

plans atlachcd to the applicetion and as more futly described by text in Appendices A and B of 

this order. 

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Order (GO) 26-D. \Valk-ways shall 

conform to GO 118. 

. 3. Proteclion at the Knox Street crossing and both Francisco Street erossings shaH bt' . 

as set forth in the application arid as mOre fuHy described by texl in Appendices A and B oftrus 

order. 

. ... 
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4. Construction expense of the (fOssings and installation cost of the automatic 

proj~tion shaH be borne by City. 

5. Maintenance cost of the automatic prote~tion shaH also be oorne by City. 

6. Construction plans of the crossings. approved by the railroad. together \\;th a copy 

of the agreement entered into between the parties. shall be filed \\;th the Commission's Rail 

Safety and Carriers nhision prior to commencing construction. 

7. Construction ofthe crossings shall be in accordance with GO 72-B. Maintenance 

of the crossings surfaces shaH also be in accordance with GO 72-B. 

8. City shan contact the Rail Safety and Carners Dhisi6n Traftic Engineering Section 

no less than thirty (30) days before the scheduled opening to conduct a final inspection of the 

Pf(ljc.:t. Any deficiendes fou'ld shaH be c()rrected by City. 

9. Within 30 days after correction of deficiencies. ifany. City sha1l notifY the 

Commission's Rail Safety and Caniers D1,;s10n in writing that tho authorized work has been 

completed. 

10. This authorization shall expire if not exercised ,,1thin two (2»'('ars unless time is 

extended or if the above conditions are not complied with. AuthorizatiOn may be 

revoked or modified ifpuhlic cOn\'enience. necessity, or safety so require. 

11. The issues presented in Applkation (A.) 97-08·059 are resol"ed. 

12. This application is granted as set forth abOVe. 

Application 9i-08-059 is closed. 

This order become.s effective thirty (30) days from today. 

Dated Augu!-! 6, 1998. at San Francisco. California. 

RICHARD A. BILAS 

President 

P. GREGORY CONLON 

JESSIE J. KNIGHT. JR. 
HENRY M. DUQUE 

JOSIAH L. NEEPER 

Commissioners 

- .5 -
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As part Qf1he pf(lj~'lo constnl(:l Haroor Gattwa)' Center, City o(l.os Angeles (City) Icqucsts 

authority to CQnstruct one public railroad ~t-grade crossing, to upgrade and convert two existing 

private at-grade crQssings to public at-grade crossings, and to r.:nl0\;e an existing private at-grade· 

crossing. from sen'ice across Union Pacific Railroad Company's (UP)IQrcance Branch t1JiC 

lracks and spur tracks, fonnccl)' O\\TIOO by Southern Pacific Transportation COJilpany (SPT) in 
l.os Angeles, Los Angeles County. Full details of the prop0sed crossings and the crossing to be 

closed are indicated in Exhibit~ attached to the application~ Appendix A attached to this order, 

and more particularly as set forth below: 

HARBOR GA 'rEWA Y CENTER PROPOSED ADDITIONS 

Crossi ng -Number! 
~. t C A_97-0S~OS9 

Street Name' ___ \\'amhlg Devices· . Localion 
I. BBO·499.04 Tw~'~tail~~d No. 9automatl¢ gate-. _ Exhibit Plan A 

Knox Street type signals (GeneraJ Order (GO) 7~-C) 
(Crossing UA>l) and two median-motmted Standard No. 

9 automatic gate-type sign~i~ (dO 7S-C) 
. \\ith addllib'nal fla~hing lights facing 
northbound and. southbound vehicular 
trarne on Nonntmdie AVenue 

2. 8BO·499.29 Tw(' Standard No-. 9 autonlatic gate~ Exhibit plan B 
Franc! seQ Street type signals (GO 75·C) and l\\"o medi~. 
(Crossing "0;') mounted Standard No.9 automatic gate-

type signals (GO 75~C) \\ith additional 
flashing lights fadng northbound and 
southbound vehicular (ramc on 
Nomlandie A wnuc 

3. BBG-499.38-C Two Standard No.9 a'utomatic gate- Exhibit Plan C 
Francisco Street type signals (GO 75-C) 
(Crossing "e") 
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APPENDIX D 
PAGE 20f2 

IIARBOR OATEWA Y CENTER PROPOSED CLOSURE 

Crossi ng NU:nlberILOcatio~ 
BRO @ Milepost 499.44-·('1 
private ro~d\\'ay (Crossing "D") 
100atoo adjacent to' Capitol' _ 
MelaJsConlp.1oy t approximately 
1,110 feet east of West em A"cnue 
and 230 feet Ilorth 'ofthe proposed 
Francisco Street Crossing 
(Crossing Cit;'). 

. CI()sl.ir~ OC's~'tlption . 
During the tnilia} phases of . . 
construction,prh,.ate roadway shall 
be vacated, ~mianentl)' dosoo, 
and physically ren\()\,ro, including 
removal of all ext sting surfacing. 

1\.91·08-059 
Location 
Exhibit Plan C 


