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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILH'IES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision 98-08-019 August 6, 1998

In the nalter of the Apphcauon of the City of Los )
An gek:s to construct one publi¢ at-grade railroad )
crossing (immediately west of Normandie Avenue )
across Knox Street) and vpgrade and convert two ) _ _
private rail ¢rossings (one immediately west of ) Application 97-08-059
Normandi¢ Avenue across Douglas Driveway and ) (Filed August 28, 1997
the other at Douglas Driveway approumateb ) Amended March 20, 1998)
1,400 feet east of Western Avenue) to publicat- )
grade railroad ¢rossings across the Union Pacific - )
Company in the City of Los Angeles, County of )
- Los Angeles. )

)

" OPINION

As part of the project to construct Harbor Gatewé\y Center, City of Los Ahgeles.(Cily)
requests authority to construct one publi¢ railroad at-grade crossing, to upgrade and convert two
existing private at-grade crossmgs to public at-grade crossings, and to remove an existing private
at-grad_e crossing from service across the tracks of Union Pacific Railroad Company (UP) in Los
Angeles, Los Angelés Cdunty, as set forth in Appendices A and B. |

- The new proposed bublic at-grade crossing is to be located at Knox Street immediately
west of Normandie Aveaue. The existing private raitroad crossings at Dougias Driveway (to be
called Francisco Steget, an e#is’tih’g internal roadway thal will be upgraded by Ebein‘g Realty
Company to City standards) immediately west of Normandie Avenue and al Douglas Driveway
approximately 1,400 feet east of Western Avenue witl be upgraded and converted to public at-
grade crossings. The existing private at-grade spur crossing, approximately 1, 170 feet east of

Western Avenue and 230 fect north of Douglas Driv eway (proposed Francisco Streel)
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immediately adjacent to Cayitol Metals Company will be vacated, permanently closed, and
physically removed, including removal of all existing surfacing.

The proposed public crossings are negded 1o provide public access to the proposed
Harbor Gateway Center, located on 170 actes bounded by 190* Stecet on the north, Normandie
Avenue on the east, 3ndusln’ai and residential properties on the south, and the Capitol Metals
Company and the former International Light Metals properties and Western Avenie on the west.
The project is to consist of approximately three million square feet of retail, oftice, and industrial
park development on the site. Bocing Realty Company proposes to redevelop the project site ina

manner that would replace underutilized, obsolete and ineflicient industrial facilities with viable

“retail and office and industrial park facilities. The pfopdséd project represents a comprehensive

planied development that wiit eahance the productive use of the project site, provide high-quality,
high-wage employment oppuitunities in a range of oécupations, enhance the aesthetic character of
the area, and maximize the fiscal benefits to the City in terms of sales and property tax revenues.

Cily is the lead agency for this project under California Environmenta! Quality Act of 1970

(CEQA), as aménded, Public Resources (PR) Code Sections 21000, el seq. City prepared an
* Envitonmental Impact Report (EIR) and approved the project. On June 19, 1997, a Notice of
Deternination was filed with the Los Angeles County Clerk which found that the “Project will
have a significant eftect on lhe-en\irbnmenl." Mitigation measures were made a condition of
project approval. ‘None of the adverse impacts can be attributed to the grade crossings
themselves. A Statenient of Overriding Considerations was adopted for the project.

The Commission is a réépdnsible agency for this project under CEQA, and has
independently reviewed and assessed the lead agency’s EIR and Notice of Determination. The
sites of the proposed new public at-grade crossing, the existing private at-grade ¢rossings and
adjacent areas have been inspected by the Commission’s Rait Safety and Carriers Division —
Traltic Engineering Staff. Staff examined the need for and safety of the proposed public at-grade
crossings and recommends that City’s request be approved.

The application was found to be in compliance with the Commission’s filing requirements,
including Ruls 38 of Rules of Practice and Procedure which relates to the construction of public
highways across railroad tracks. A location map and details from the revised project plans are |

shown in Appendix A.
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By letter dated January 26, 1998, Staft'advised City of deficiencics in the original
application and requested that City file an amended application with the Commission. On March
20, 1998, City filed an Amended Application, which corrected the deficieat items brought to
City’s attention by Staft. There are no other unresolved matiers, and a public hearing is not
necessary. Since the application was filed prior to January 1, 1998, the application is not subject
requirements provided in Senate Bill (SB) 960 (Statutes 1996, Chapter 856).

Findings of Fadt

1. Notice of the appli¢ation and amendment were published in the Commission’s

Daily Calendar on August 39, 1597, and April 17, 1998,

" 2. City filed an Amended Application on March 20, 1998, which corrected the
deficient items brought to City's altention by Staff. There are no other unresolved matters, and a
public heaning is not necessary.

3. Since the application was filed prior to January 1, 1998, the application is not
subject to Senate Bill (SB) 9€0. (Statutes 1996, Chapter 856).

9, City requests uthority under Public Utilities Code Sections 1201-1205 to
construct one public railroad <rossing, to upgrade and convert two existing private crossings to
pudlic crossings, and to ren- s/ an existing private crossing from service across UP’s Torrance
Branch Line tracks and spur tracks, formerly owned by Southem Pacific Transporiation Company
(SPT), as more fully described by text and plans attached to Application 97-08-059 and
Appendices A and B of this order.

5. Construction of the proposed public at-grade crossings will provide public access
to the proposed Harbor Gateway Center.

6. Public convenience and necessity require construction of the proposed public at-
grade crossing at Knox Street and the conversion of the éxisting private at-grade crossings to
public at-grade crossings of the proposed Francisco Street. '

7. Public conveniznce, necessity and safely require the permanent closure and
physical removal of the existiig private at-grade spur crossing, approximately 1,170 feet east of
. Western Avenue and 230 fec.l north of the proposed Frantisco Street, immediately adjaéenl to

- Capitol Metals Company.
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8. Public safety requires that protection at Knox Streel, the proposed Francisco
Street immediately west of Normandie Avenue, and the proposed Francisco Street approximately
1,400 fect cast of Western Avenue be as spécified in Appendices A and B.

9.  Cityis the lead agency for this project under CEQA, as amended.

10.  The Commissionisa respOnsib!e agency for this project and has reviewed and

considered the lead agency’s EIR and Notice of Determination.
11, The project will have a significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures

were niade a condition of approval.

12. A Statement of Oveniding Considerations was adopted for the project.

Conclusion of Law

The appl_icali()n should be granted as set forth in the follox\iﬁg ordér.

ORDER

IT IS ORDERED that: |

I.  City of Los Angeles (City) is authorized 1o cbnslr‘uct one pubdlic railroad crossing
él-gradé across Knox Street immediately west of Normandie A\'ehue_ and to upgrade and convert
two existing private at-grade crossings to public at-grade crossings of the proposed Francisco
Street immediately west of Normandie Avenue and the proposed Francisco Streel approximately
1,400 feet cast of Westém Avenue across Union Pacifi ¢ Railroad Company's (UP) Torrance
Branch Line teacks and spur tracks, formerly owned by. Southern Pacific Transportation Company
(SPT), in Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, at the locations and substantially as shown by the
plans attached to the application and as more futly described by text in Appendices A and B of
this order. .

2. Clearances shall be in accordance with General Ordeér (GO) 26-D. Walkways shall
conform to GO 118. | |

3. Protection at the Knox Street crossing and both Francisco Streét ¢r0§sings Shall be
as set forth in the épplicatibn and as more 'fuil'y' described by text in Appendices A and B ofthis

order.
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4. Construction expense of the ¢rossings and installation cost of the automatic
projection shall be borne by City.

S. Maintenance cost of the automatic protection shall also be bome by City.

6. Consiruction plans of the crossings, approved by the raitroad, together with a copy
of the agreement enlered into between the parties, shall be filed with the Commission’s Rail
Safety and Carriers Division prior to commencing construction.

1. Construction of the crossings shall be in accordance with GO 72-B. Maintenance

of the crossings surfaces shall also be in accordance with GO 72-B.

8. City shall contact the Rail Safely and Carviers Division Traftic Engineering Section

no less than thirty (30) days beforé the scheduled opening to conduct a final inspection of the
projcct. Any deficiencies foud shall be corrected by City.

9. Within 30 days after correction of deficiencies, if any, City shall nofify the
Commission’s Rail Safety and Carriers Division in writing that the avthorized work has been
completed. _

10. This authorization shall expire if not exercised within lwd (2) years unless tine is
extended or if the above conditions are not complied with. Authorization may be
revoked or modified if public convenience, necessity, or safely so fequire.

. The issues presented in Application (A)) 97-08-059 are resolved.
. This applicalion is granted as set forth above.
Application 97-08-059 is closed.
This order becomes effective thirty (30) days from today.
Dated August 6, 1998 , at San Francisco, California.

RICHARD A. BILAS
President
P. GREGORY CONLON
JESSIE J. KNIGHT, JR.
HENRY M. DUQUE
JOSIAH L. NEEPER

Commissioners
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As part of the project to construct Harbor Gateway Center, City of Los }\ngc!cs (City) iequests
authority to construct one public railroad at-grade crossing, to upgrade and convert two existing
private al-grade crossings to public at-grade crossings, and to remove an existing private at-grade’
crossing from service across Union Pacific Railroad Company's (UP) Torrance Branch Line
tracks and spur tracks, fomlcﬂy owned by Southera Pacific Traﬁ’sportai_ion Company (SPT) in
Los Angeles, Los Angeles County. Full ddails of the pr@p{)sed cr‘c‘nssings and the crossing to be
closed are indicated in Exhibits attached to the application, Appendnx A attached to this order,
| and more particularly as set forth below:

HARBOR GATEWAY CENTER PROPOSED ADDITIONS

Crossing Number/ B ‘ A.97-08-059
Street Name - \\'ammg Devides .. Location
BBG-499.04 T\\o Standard No. 9 automatic gate- . ExhibitPlan A
~ Knox Street type signals (General Order (GO) 73-C) '

(Crossing “A™) and two médian-mounted Standard No.

9 automatic gate-type sngna!s (GO 75-C)

- with additional flashing lights facing
northbound and southbound vehicular
traffic on Normandie Avenue

BBG-499.29 Two Standard No. 9 automatic gate- Exhibit Plan B
Francisco Streat “type signals (GO 75-C) and two median- '
(Crossing “B™) mounted Standard No. 9 automatic gate-
type signals (GO 75-C) with additional
~ flashing lights facing northbound and
southbound vehicular traftic on
Nermandie Avenue

BBG-499.38-C Two Standard No. 9 automatic gate- Exhibit Plan C
Francisco Streel type signals (GO 75-C)
(Crossing “C”)
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HARBOR GATEWAY CENTER PROPOSED CLOSURE

. . A97-08-059

Crossing Number/Location __ Closura Desénmlon Location
BBG @ Mil¢post 499.44-C7 Dunng the tnitial phases of .~ Exhibit Plan C
private roadway (Crossmg “D") construction, private roadway shall
located adjacent to  Capitol ~ be vacated, pernianently closed,
Metals Conipany, app:o\nmatel) - and physicatly removed, including
1,170 feet east of Westem Avenug  removal of all existing surfacing.

and 230 feet north of the proposed
Francisco Street Crossing
(Crossing “'C").




